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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Thursday, August 6, 1998

Chairman Tom Cattle presiding.

Danny Babin 
Norman McCall 
Tom Kelly 
Jerald Hanchey

Secretary James Jenkins, Jr. was also present.

Commissioners Glynn Carver and Bill Busbice were absent from 
the meeting.

Chairman Cattle called for a motion for approval of the July 
9, 1998 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by 
Commissioner Babin and seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The 
motion passed with no opposition.

Recommendations for 1998-99 Duck, Goose & Coot Hunting Seasons
& Bag Limits was presented by Mr. Robert Helm. He began stating he 
had a video on the status of waterfowl habitat conditions and 
population levels. The preliminary forecast for the fall flight 
index is 84 million birds which is approximately 9 percent lower 
than last year. Production for snow geese and specklebellies was 
good this year, stated Mr. Helm. The increase in rainfall in June 
and July for the prairie region was an unusual occurrence and 
should provide excellent habitat for the broods and those that nest 
late. The framework has changed very little from last year, with 
a 60 day season and 6 bird bag limit. The only change was 
decreasing the daily bag for pintails from 3 to 1. The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service recommended doubling the daily bag limit for 
snow geese from 10 to 20 and not have a possession limit. The 
framework extension to January 31 was removed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service again for this year. Mr. Helm then read the 
recommendations for the ducks, coots and goose seasons.

Duck Season for the West Zone: (60 days) November 7 - November 
29 (23 days); and December 12 - January 17 (37 days)

East Zone and Catahoula Lake Zone: (60 days) November 14 -
December 6 (23 days); and December 12 - January 17 (37 days)

Youth Waterfowl Day - December 5 in West Zone, January 23 in 
East Zone.

Daily Bag Limits - The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may 
include no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be 
females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 1 pintail, 
1 canvasback and 2 redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15. The



daily bag limit and possession limits for mergansers is the same as 
last year.

Light Geese (snow and blue) - Statewide Season: November 7 - 
February 21 (107 days) ; daily bag limit (snow and blue) - 20 and no 
possession limit.

White-fronted (Speckle bellies): November 7 - November 29 (23 
days); and December 12 - January 27(47 days); Daily Bag limit 
(speckle bellies) of 2 and Possession limit of 4.

Special Canada Goose Season from January 19 - January 27.

Chairman Cattle asked if this is a recommendation and at the 
September meeting a Declaration of Emergency would be ratified? 
Then he asked if a motion was needed to accept the tentative dates? 
Mr. Helm answered yes. Commission Hanchey made a motion accepting 
the tentative dates. Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion and it 
passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution is 
made a part of the record.)

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

August 6, 1998

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission meeting in Baton Rouge. 
Louisianar August 6 r 1998.

WHEREAS, public hearings have been held to discuss the status of 
waterfowl, including ducks, coots, and geese in 
Washington D. C., and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing waterfowl season 
framework have been developed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
has presented recommendations for waterfowl including 
season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for waterfowl within the constraints of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED/ that on this date, the Louisiana Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission does hereby tentatively adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these tentative dates will be ratified 
by Declaration of Emergency unless significant changes 
are mandated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the 
authority to take any and all steps necessary on behalf 
of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate these 
seasons as a Declaration of Emergency; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these dates will be forwarded to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as regulations set for 
Louisiana's 1998-99 Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

Approval of 1998-99 Migratory Bird Season Dates & Bag Limits 
began with Mr. Dave Morrison reminding the Commission the staff 
presented tentative season dates for dove, teal, snipe, rails, 
gallinules and woodcock. These dates were adopted at the last 
meeting by the Commission and would remain the same if no changes 
occurred within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. No changes 
occurred, so Mr. Morrison presented a Declaration of Emergency to 
adopt the season dates for this hunting season. Mr. Morrison then 
read the season dates. Chairman Cattle then asked if there were 
any comments and none were heard. The Chairman then asked Mr. 
Morrison to read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the 
Resolution. Commissioner Babin made a motion to accept the 
Resolution. Commissioner McCall seconded the motion and it passed 
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 6, 1998

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting in Baton Rouge. LA 
August 6. 1998.
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WHEREAS, public hearings in Washington, D.C. have been held on 
early migratory bird season regulations that include 
dove, snipe, rail, gallinule, woodcock and teal, and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing early migratory bird 
season frameworks have been developed by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
has presented recommendations for migratory species that 
include season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours, 
and

WHEREAS, it is the statutory responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for these migratory species within constraints 
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours 
for dove, teal, rails, gallinules, snipe and woodcock by 
Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana's selections 
for early migratory bird seasons.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S. 
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
and the wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the 
following emergency rule.

The hunting seasons for early migratory birds during the 1998- 
99 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY BIRDS OTHER THAN WATERFOWL
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DOVE:

TEAL:

RAILS:

Split Season, Statewide, 60 days
September 5 (Sat.)-September 13 (Sun.) 9 days
October 17 (Sat.)-November 6 (Fri.) 21 days
December 12 (Sat.)-January 10 (Sun.) 30 days
Daily bag limit 15, Possession Limit, 30 .
September 12 (Sat.)-September 27 (Sun.) 16 days
Daily bag limit 4, Possession limit 8, Blue-winged, 
Green-winged and Cinnamon teal only. Federal and State 
waterfowl stamps required.

Split Season
September 12 (Sat.)-September 27 (Sun.) 16 days
November 7 (Sat.)-December 30 (Wed.) 54 days

KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate,
Possession 30.
SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the 
aggregate.

GALLINULES: Split Season
September 12 (Sat,)-September 27 (Sun.) 16 days 
November 7 (Sat.)-December 30 (Wed.) 54 days 
Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30

SNIPE: November 7 (Sat.)-February 21 (Sun.) 107 days
Daily bag limit 8, Possession limit 16

WOODCOCK: December 18 (Fri)-January 31 (Sun.) 45 days
Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6

SHOOTING HOURS:
Teal, Rail, Snipe, Woodcock and Gallinule: One-half hour

before sunrise to sunset.
Dove: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset except on

September 5-6, October 17-18, and December 12-13 when shooting 
hours will be 12:00 noon to sunset.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the u.s. Fish 
and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory 
species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities 
to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits, 
and shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 
will become effective on September 1, 1998 and extend through 
sunset on February 28, 1999.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr. 
Chairman
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Mr. Hugh Bateman presented the next item. Declaration of 
Emergency - Prohibition of Using Corn to Feed Wildlife. Copies of 
a News Release and other articles on aflatoxin poisoning was handed 
to each Commissioner for their review. A lot of concern has been 
expressed in the farming community on the drought. Information 
from the Department of Agriculture and Forestry and the LSU 
Agriculture Center has shown elevated levels of aflatoxin.poisoning 
in grain corn. Mr. Bateman then gave background information on 
aflatoxins and how there have been incidences in the past where 
wildlife has been affected. Peanuts and corn are two grains that 
can contain this aflatoxin. There are FDA regulations on 
contaminated corn that prevents it from being marketed for human 
consumption and livestock feed. An estimated 700,000 acres of corn 
was planted this year and once this problem was discovered, the 
agriculture people started sampling the corn fields to determine 
the aflatoxin levels. The Department does not have a lot of 
technical information that tells how much and at what contamination 
level this grain will affect wildlife. Mr. Bateman then stated 
deer are very resistant to aflatoxin, but the younger and smaller 
animals may have more debilitating problems. All forms of birds 
are particularly susceptible. With the problems occurring, the 
contaminated corn may be sold at lower prices by uniformed people 
and stored for long periods of time. Storing this corn for long 
periods of time could be harmful if fed to wildlife. Mr. Bateman 
stated one of his first contacts was with the Cooperative Wildlife 
Disease Research Center at the University of Georgia. After 
discussing this problem with a lot of different experts and his 
staff, and knowing the responsibility of the Wildlife Division and 
Department, Mr. Bateman recommended prohibiting the use of corn as 
a wildlife food in Louisiana for at least the remainder of this 
year and next year. Chairman Cattle asked Mr. Bateman to read the 
Resolution for the record. Then he asked what mechanism will be 
used to determine the levels of aflatoxin and that there is a 
threat to wildlife? Chairman Cattle stated he was told there would 
be a moratorium for a certain period of time and then look at the 
situation; however, two proposals were given which did not give a 
specific timeframe. Mr. Bateman stated a Declaration of Emergency 
only covers a 120 day period. Chairman Cattle asked if the 
Commission would have to renew the Declaration of Emergency? Mr. 
Don Puckett stated, the way the Resolution reads the Commission 
could give the Secretary authority to take further action. Mr. 
Bateman then stated, acting with an abundance of caution, they 
would like to maintain the ban and protect wildlife until the 
problem is over. Chairman Cattle stated this is a very emotional 
issue and everyone should try to make a determination based on 
fact. Commissioner Babin asked if the Department of Agriculture 
has the capability of testing? Then he stated if there is a 
mechanism within another agency, it was hoped there could be a 
spirit of cooperation. Mr. Bateman stated the Department of 
Agriculture is who the Department would have to depend on for 
testing information. Commissioner Hanchey asked if this is the 
first year this problem has occurred? Mr. Bateman stated this is
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the first year the Department has become concerned because of the 
level of the problem. His experience has shown that when an animal 
gets sick, they seek darkness and cover and generally no one ever 
sees them. Commissioner McCall asked if corn was prohibited, what 
alternative could be used for feed? Mr. Bateman stated wheat, 
soybeans, milo, and sunflower seeds are just a few. Commissioner 
Babin asked if aflatoxins was checked in the fields before 
harvesting? Chairman Cattle asked for a representative from the 
Department of Agriculture or the LSU Ag Center to speak on this 
issue.

Mr. Raymond Schexnayder, a farmer in Pointe Coupee and West 
Baton Rouge Parishes, stated the Department of Agriculture came out 
and discovered he has aflatoxin at a ratio of 5 ppb. The corn he 
harvested is being delivered to exporters and these exporters has 
a restriction of 20 ppb. The Department of Agriculture has 11 
stations throughout the State for farmers to send their samples for 
testing. Mr. Schexnayder stated he has been selling corn to deer 
hunters either cleaned and bagged or just loose. He then commented 
aflatoxin will not build up if the corn is dried down to 13 percent 
moisture and kept in good condition. He felt the panic button was 
being hit too soon.

Mr. A1 Ortego, La. Cooperative Extension Service, stated there 
are 11 testing locations throughout the State. The purposes of 
these stations was to prevent harvesting of the corn if their 
levels were too high and would also be used as the official testing 
for crop insurance purposes to determine if a field has zero value. 
The Food and Drug Administration guidelines for the use of 
aflatoxins corn is based on domesticated animals fed a complete 
diet and is different from those animals fed in the wild. Chairman 
Cattle asked what regulatory agency is overseeing the sale of deer 
corn in a bag in this State? Then he asked if the Department of 
Agriculture was testing for aflatoxin on a regular basis? Mr. 
Ortego could not answer the Chairman's questions. Commissioner 
Babin asked how long has it been known there was a problem with 
aflatoxin?

Mr. Michael Naquin stated aflatoxin has been here for years. 
To stop farmers from selling their good crop is ludicrous since 2/3 
of this year's crop has been lost. He also felt the deer and other 
wildlife will suffer with the prohibition. Mr. Naquin stated there 
was no research nor documentation to support the prohibition. He 
then stated he did not feel any farmer would sell bad corn to 
humans, cattle farmers or for wildlife. Chairman Cattle stated he 
was very concerned about importing corn to north Louisiana to feed 
deer. It is true aflatoxin is in the soil all the time and it 
attacks the plants in years of stress. This year there have been 
much higher concentrations of the aflatoxins found in the grains. 
Mr. Naquin stated the wrapping of the corn, variety of corn and the 
handling of the corn makes a difference. Ninety percent of the 
loads are being accepted. Commissioner Babin asked if a farmer
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sends a load of grain to an elevator and it is rejected, where does 
that grain end up? Mr. Naquin stated the fanners will blend it 
with other corn and if it meets the levels, they sell and ship it.

Mr. Donald Courville, a grain farmer for 26 years, stated this 
was a management problem and there is no tool to manage this 
problem. The problem needs to be managed by the Department of 
Agriculture for all corn that is sold by probing the c o m  sacks and 
testing for aflatoxin. The drought has caused less natural foods 
for wildlife and the corn this year will be a valuable commodity 
for the wildlife. This fungus is a naturally occurring toxin and 
needs to be managed at safe levels. Prohibiting the use of corn is 
not the answer to the problem. Also prohibiting the use of corn 
for feed will put him out of business.

Mr. Ralph Willie asked if the aflatoxin problem was in the 
corn or the trash? Mr. Courville stated the problem was in the 
immature grains, the damaged kernels and somewhat on the cob 
pieces. The two things fungus needs to grow is moisture and 
temperature and when it is dried to 12 or 13 percent moisture, it 
will be at a safe storage level. Mr. Courville then stated the 
Department needs to educate the public on this problem.

Mr. Joe Cagnolatti, National Wild Turkey Federation, stated 
they had a board meeting and adopted a resolution to support the 
Department's recommendation for a temporary ban on the use of corn 
for feeding wildlife. Turkeys will come to corn and the smaller 
the animal, the worse the problem.

Dr. Don Reed, La. Cooperative Extension Service, stated it was 
not only a management problem but also an educational problem. 
There is some bad corn, but also a lot of good corn and educating 
people on how to disseminate the good corn to wildlife would be the 
approach to take. If the corn is bought from a grain elevator, 
that operator will not take the chance of buying corn with high 
levels of aflatoxin which could pose a threat to wildlife. 
Commissioner McCall asked about the corn bought from Wal-Mart? Dr. 
Reed stated he did not know where these type stores get their corn 
from. Chairman Cattle stated rules are made for those that do not 
have a good conscience. Then he stated, in managing a resource, 
there are people that are going to have to suffer at some point. 
Chairman Cattle felt, with their being no regulatory authority over 
this, either the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or the 
Department of Agriculture should monitor this activity. He 
expressed concern over finding aflatoxin levels of 1000, 1200 and 
1500 ppb in corn.

Commissioner Kelly asked Mr. Courville what steps does he take 
to ensure the specialty corn he sells is within the safe limits? 
Mr. Courville stated he has the liability to stand behind his corn 
and to make sure his product is good and clean. He then explained 
how testing for aflatoxin has become sophisticated since the use of
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a black light. The Department of Agriculture is providing free 
testing for the corn.

Commissioner Babin asked, if the regulation is adopted, who 
will regulate it and what will the penalty be for selling corn? 
Chairman Cattle thought it would be a Class II violation. Mr. 
Puckett stated it is a Class II violation, first offense is $100 to 
$350 fine, second offense, $300 to $550 fine. Chairman Cattle 
asked if the violation occurs at the point of sale or the act of 
feeding c o m  to wildlife? Mr. Puckett answered it would be the act 
of feeding itself. Commissioner Babin stated if the Food and Drug 
Administration finds salmonella in chickens, they do not ban 
chickens entirely. He felt there was a problem with aflatoxin, but 
stopping the sale of corn may not be the solution.

Mr. Randy Lanctot, Louisiana Wildlife Federation, stated the 
bigger issue is hunting and how to hunt. The position of the 
Federation is, if it can be avoided at all, you should not be 
putting anything into the environment that will put wildlife 
resources at risk. He then stated, if you are going to make an 
error, error on the side of caution. Mr. Lanctot stated they would 
support the Commission if they take the cautious approach and put 
the temporary ban in effect.

Mr. Raymond Schexnayder stated this regulation will put the 
local farmers that sell deer corn out of that business. If the 
corn has a high level of aflatoxin, the farmer will plow it under 
and the deer will probably eat it anyway.

Commissioner McCall asked Mr. Bateman if there was any data 
that showed any deer or turkey died this year from eating the corn? 
Mr. Bateman answered no. He then stated it was not the clean corn 
that is a problem, but the availability of the waste corn. The 
Southeastern Disease Study has urged using a cautionary approach in 
allowing this to continue. Mr. Bateman stated they will work with 
the Department of Agriculture to find a way to control this 
problem. The reason for the request was because there was no way 
to tell the difference between the bad corn and good corn. 
Commissioner McCall asked how will it be known that animals will 
die from this corn if there are no cases or problems right now? 
Mr. Bateman stated the only thing they can do is rely on the advice 
of the experts and the fact that this problem is out there. 
Commissioner McCall stated, as of right now, he does not see that 
there is a problem.

Mr. Jeff Devall asked what will he have to do with the corn he 
has planted that he plans to hunt over? He then commented the 
problem with the wild turkeys is timber management and not corn.

Mr. Donald Courville stated his corn was tested and the 
results were 4 ppb on yellow corn and 6 ppb on his white corn. He 
then asked to manage the corn on a wildlife level. He recommended
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getting with the Department of Agriculture and setting up 
standards. Chairman Cattle stated management of corn would not 
happen “today". He then asked the Commissioners to consider the 
best route to go with the aflatoxin levels of 1000 ppb.

Mr. Glen Redd stated there is no data to prove something is 
happening or that is going to happen. He then commented once an 
activity is shut down, it is hard to open it up again. He asked 
the Commission to think before taking any action, gather more data 
and do more testing.

Mr. Mike Rhodes stated he did not see why good, clean, bagged 
corn could not be bought and sold and outlaw the barreled corn. 
Because of the drought, Mr. Rhodes felt the fall will be rough for 
the animals in the woods. Chairman Cattle stated, if an Agent goes 
into the woods and sees corn on the ground, how will he know if it 
came from a bag or from the field. He then stated the issue was to 
either ban it completely for 120 days or to allow it with a strong 
recommendation to use properly tested corn. Mr. Rhodes stated he 
did not know if it can be managed.

Commissioner Babin asked if the moratorium has to be for 120 
days, can it be for 30 days, and what options does the Commission 
have besides yes or no? Mr. Puckett stated the Declaration of 
Emergency can be effective for any period of time up to 120 days. 
Commissioner Babin stated a 30 day ban would give the Commission 
more time to gather information and it would not hurt the farmers 
as much as a 120 day ban. Chairman Cattle asked if this item could 
be deferred until the next meeting? Mr. Puckett stated the 
Commission could defer this item and take it up again at the next 
meeting as a Declaration of Emergency. Commissioner Babin asked if 
there are any options in place to study this problem and gather 
more information? Mr. Puckett stated if deferred today, it could 
be put on the agenda for the next meeting. Chairman Cattle asked 
if there was a motion to adopt the Resolution and Declaration of 
Emergency. No motion was made. Mr. Puckett recommended announcing 
the Commission^ intent to revisit this issue. Commissioner Babin 
made a motion to place this item on the September agenda with the 
Departments of Wildlife and Fisheries and Agriculture providing 
more information in hopes of protecting wildlife. Commissioner 
Hanchey seconded the motion and it passed with no opposition.

A Notice of Intent on the 1999 spring wild Turkey Hunting 
Regulations was presented by Mr. Mike Olinde. He began his slide 
presentation stating the State is divided into three turkey hunting 
areas. The recommended hunting season dates for Area A is March 27 
through April 25 (30 days) except for Kisatchie National Forest 
which will have season dates of March 27 through April 18. Area B 
dates are April 3 through April 18 (16 days) and Area C will be 
March 27 through April 4 (9 days) . A significant change in Area A 
was opening the season one week later and reducing the number of 
days by seven. The number of days for that portion of Kisatchie
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National Forest within Area A was reduced by 14 days. Area B is 
recommended to open one week earlier and Area C is recommended to 
open one week later. Twenty-four wildlife management areas will 
have seasons in 1999 which includes Bayou Macon this year. Mr. 
Olinde explained the reasons for the structure changes with the 
hope of having one opening date in the State. He then stated they 
were informed by landowners of fairly large turkey declines but 
could not confirm these reports. Other possible contributors to 
the turkey decline was timber activities, poor reproduction, 
diseases and reduced wildlife habitat. From the Office of 
Forestry, statistics from 1991 showed over 43 percent of the pine 
lands were now planted pine and this represents an increase of 12 5 
percent over what it was in 1984. A slide was shown on the data 
from volunteer check stations in the Florida Parishes. Also shown 
was a slide on Mississippi's turkey harvest. A research study was 
conducted in the Florida parishes and one of the things that 
concerns the staff is the adult harvest rate. The staff hopes to 
increase the adult segment, buffer the effect of annual production 
and possibly have one opening date for the turkeys. The results of 
a mail survey conducted this past year was explained by Mr. Olinde. 
Hearing no questions. Chairman Cattle asked Mr. Olinde to read the 
Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner 
Babin made a motion to accept the Resolution and it was seconded by 
Commissioner Kelly.

Mr. Donald Courville asked Mr. Olinde what contributed to the 
decline in turkey populations, was it timber practicing and 
harvesting? Mr. Olinde stated, on a large scale, the decrease was 
mainly caused by a decline in habitat quality and disease to some 
extent.

After hearing no further discussion, the motion was accepted 
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Notice of Intent is made a part of 
the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 6, 1998

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, August 6r 1998.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish a hunting 
season in 1999 for turkeys, and
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WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession 
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting, 
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds 
is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and 
conservation of wild turkeys and allow for recreational 
opportunities for sport hunting on both public and 
private lands, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules, regulations, 
season dates, and bag limits affecting sport hunting of 
wild turkeys are hereby adopted as a Notice of Intent by 
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its August meeting 
does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate rules and 
regulations governing the hunting of wild turkeys.

1999 TURKEY HUNTING SEASON SCHEDULE

Daily limit is one gobbler, three gobblers per season. Still 
hunting only. Use of dogs, baiting, electronic calling devices and 
live decoys is illegal. Turkeys may be hunted with shotguns, 
including muzzleloading shotguns, using shot not larger than #2 
lead or BB steel shot, and bow and arrow but by no other means. 
Shooting turkeys from a moving or stationary vehicle is prohibited. 
Shotguns capable of holding more than three shells prohibited.

No person shall hunt, trap or take turkeys by the aid of 
baiting or on or over any baited area. Baiting means placing, 
exposing, depositing or scattering of corn (shelled, shucked or 
unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed so as to 
constitute a lure, attraction or enticement to, on or over any 
areas where hunters are attempting to take turkeys.

A baited area is any area where corn (shelled, shucked or 
unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed capable of 
luring, attracting or enticing turkeys is directly or indirectly
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placed, exposed, deposited, distributed or scattered. Such areas 
remain baited areas for 15 days following complete removal of all 
such corn, wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed.

Wildlife agents are authorized to close such baited areas and 
to place signs in the immediate vicinity designating closed zones 
and dates of closure.

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries strongly discourages 
“feeding" agricultural grains to wild turkeys as this practice 
increases the risk of birds contracting potentially lethal 
diseases. Repeatedly placing grain in the same area may expose 
otherwise healthy birds to disease contaminated soils, grain 
containing lethal toxins and other diseased turkeys using the same 
feeding site. Properly distributed food plots (clovers, wheat, 
millet and chufa) are far more desirable for turkeys and have the 
added benefit of appealing to a wide variety of wildlife.

It is unlawful to take from the wild or possess in captivity 
any live wild turkeys or their eggs. No pen raised turkeys from 
within or without the state shall be liberated (released) within 
the state.

All licensed turkey hunters are required to have a Turkey 
Stamp in their possession while turkey hunting in addition to basic 
and big game licenses.

STATEWIDE TURKEY HUNTING AREAS

Shooting Hours: one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour 
after sunset.

1999 TURKEY HUNTING SEASON 

Open Only in the Following Areas

Area A
March 27-April 25

All of the Following Parishes Are Open:

East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Grant (Exception: See
Kisatchie National Forest hunting schedule for National Forest 
dates), Livingston, Natchitoches (Exception: See Kisatchie National 
Forest hunting schedule for National Forest dates), Rapides 
(Exception: See Kisatchie National Forest hunting schedule for
National Forest dates), St. Helena, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, 
Washington, West Baton Rouge, West Feliciana (including Raccourci 
Island).

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Also Open:
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Allen: North of La. 26 from DeRidder to the junction of La. 
104 and north of La. 104.

Avoyelles: That portion bounded on the east by the 
Atchafalaya River northward from Simmesport, on the north by Red 
River to the Brouillette Community, on the west by La. 452 from 
Brouillette to La. 1 eastward to Simmesport, EXCEPT that portion 
surrounding Pomme de Terre WMA, bounded on the north, east and 
south by La. 451, on the west by the Big Bend Levee from its 
junction at the Bayou des Glaise structure east of Bordelonville 
southward to its junction with La. 451.

Beauregard: North of La. 26 east of DeRidder, west of Hwy. 
171 from the junction of Hwy. 26 south to Calcasieu Parish.

Calcasieu: West of U.S. 171 north of 1-10 and north of 1-10 
from the junction of U.S. 171 to Texas state line.

Caldwell: West of Ouachita River southward to Catahoula 
Parish line, east and north of La. 126 and south and west of La. 
127.

Catahoula: West of Ouachita River southward to La. 559 at 
Duty Ferry, north of La. 559 to La. 124, south and west of La. 124 
from Duty Ferry to La. 8 at Harrisonburg and north of La. 8 to La. 
126, north and east of La. 126. ALSO that portion lying east of La. 
15.

Concordia: That portion east of Hwy. 15 and west of Hwy. 65 
from its juncture with Hwy. 15 at Clayton.

Evangeline: North and west of La. 115, north of La. 106 from 
St. Landry to La. 13, west of La. 13 from Pine Prairie to Mamou and 
north of La. 104 west of Mamou.

Franklin: That portion lying east of Hwy. 17 and east of Hwy. 
15 from its juncture with Hwy. 17 at Winnsboro.

Iberville: West of La. Hwy. 1. EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA 
for special season dates on all state, federal and private lands 
within Sherburne boundaries.

LaSalle: All lands lying west of La. 127 from the Caldwell 
Parish line to the junction of La. 124; south of La. 124 to the 
junction of La. 124 and 126; west of La. 126 to the junction with 
La. 503; north of La. 503 to Summerville; west of La. 127 from 
Summerville to Little River. Also that portion of land east of La. 
126 from the Caldwell Parish line to the Catahoula Parish line.

Madison: That portion lying west of U.S. Hwy. 65 and south of 
U.S. Hwy. 80.
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Points Coupee: All except that portion bounded on the west by
La. 77 and La. 10, northward from U.S. 190 to La. 1 at Morganza, on 
the north and east by La. 1 to its junction with La. 78 and by La. 
78 from Parlang to U.S. 190. Further EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA 
for special season dates on all state, federal and private lands 
within Sherburne boundaries.

Richland: That portion south of U.S. Hwy. 80 and east of Hwy.
17.

Sabine: That portion north of Hwy. 6 from Toledo Bend Lake to 
Many? east of Hwy. 171 from Many to the Vernon Parish line.

St. Landry: That portion bounded on the north by U.S. 190, 
west by the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee. ALSO that 
portion of the parish bounded on the north by La. 10 from the West 
Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee to Burton's Lake, on the east by 
Burton's Lake, on the south by Petite Prairie Bayou to its junction 
with the old O.G. Railroad right-of-way then by the O.G.R.R. right- 
of-way westward to U.S. 71 and on the west by the West Atchafalaya 
Guide Levee to its junction with La. 10, EXCEPT the Indian Bayou 
tract owned by the U.S. Corps of Engineers.

Upper St. Martin: All within the Atchafalaya Basin. 
EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA for special season dates on all state, 
federal and private lands within Sherburne boundaries.

Tensas: That portion west of Hwy. 65 from the Concordia 
Parish line to its juncture with Hwy. 128, north of La. 128 to St. 
Joseph; west and north of La. 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port 
Gibson Ferry. Also all lands lying east of the main channel of the 
Mississippi River.

Vernon: That portion east of Hwy. 171 from the Sabine Parish 
line to the junction of Hwy. Ill, south of Hwy. Ill westward to 
Hwy. 392, and south of Hwy. 392 westward to the Sabine Parish line. 
Exception: See Kisatchie National Forest hunting schedule for 
season dates.

Winn: Only that portion within the boundaries of the National 
Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserve. Exception: See Kisatchie 
National Forest hunting schedule for Catahoula Wildlife Management 
Preserve season dates.

Area B
April 3-April 18

All of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Bienville, Bossier, Claiborne, Lincoln, Red River, Webster, 
Including Caney Ranger District of Kisatchie National Forest.
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Portions of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Caddo: That portion north of La. 2 from the Texas state line 
to U.S. 71, east of U.S. 71 from La. 2 to 1-20, south of 1-20 from 
U.S. 71 to U.S. 171, and east of U.S. 171 to the DeSoto Parish 
line.

DeSoto: That portion east of U.S. 171 from the Caddo Parish 
line to U.S. 84 and south of U.S. 84.

Jackson: West of Parish Road 243 from Lincoln Parish line to 
Parish Road 238, west and south of Parish Road 238 to La. 144, west 
of La. 144 to La. 34, west of La. 34 to Chatham, north and west of 
La. 4 from Chatham to Weston, north and west of La. 505 from Weston 
to Wyatt, west of U.S. 167 from Wyatt to Winn Parish line.

Ouachita: East of La. 143 from Union Parish line to Bayou 
Darbonne, north of Bayou Darbonne to the Ouachita River, west of 
the Ouachita River from the mouth of Bayou Darbonne northward to 
the Union Parish line.

Morehouse: West of U.S. 165 from the Arkansas line to Bonita, 
north and west of La. 140 to junction of La. 830-4 (Cooper Lake 
Road), west of La. 830-4 to Bastrop, north of U.S. 165 from Bastrop 
to Ouachita Parish line.

Union: West of La. 15 from Ouachita Parish line to La. 33 
west of Farmerville, north of La. 33 to La. 2 at Farmerville, north 
and east of La. 2 to La. 143 at Crossroads, east of La. 143 to the 
Ouachita Parish line.

Area C
March 27-April 4

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Ascension: All east of the Mississippi River.

Avoyelles: That portion surrounding Pomme de Terre WMA,
bounded on the north, east and south by La. 451, on the west by the 
Big Bend Levee from its junction at the Bayou des Glaise structure 
east of Bordelonville southward to its junction with La. 451.

Concordia: North and east of Sugar Mill Chute (Concordia
Parish) from the state line westward to Red River, east of Red 
River northward to Cocodrie Bayou, east of Cocodrie Bayou northward 
to U.S. Hwy. 84, south of U.S. Hwy. 84 eastward to La. Hwy. 15 
(Ferriday) , east of La. Hwy. 15 northward to U.S. Hwy. 65 
(Clayton), east of U.S. Hwy. 65 northward to Tensas Parish line.

Iberville: All east of the Mississippi River.
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St. Landry: That portion bounded on the south by La. 10, on 
the west by the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee, on the 
east by La. 105, and on the north by the Avoyelles Parish line.

Tensas: East and south of U.S. Hwy. 65 from Concordia Parish 
line to Hwy. 128, south of Hwy. 128 to St. Joseph, east and south 
of La. Hwy. 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port Gibson Ferry.

1999 WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA TURKEY HUNTING REGULATIONS
GENERAL

The following rules and regulations concerning management, 
protection and harvest of wildlife have been officially approved 
and adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance 
with the authority provided in Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, 
Section 109 of Title 56. Failure to comply with these regulations 
will subject the individual to citation and/or expulsion from the 
management area.

Only those Wildlife Management Areas listed are open to turkey 
hunting.

All trails and roads designated as ATV Only shall be closed to 
ATVs from March 1 through September 15. ATV off-road or trail 
travel is prohibited. Walk-in hunting only (bicycles permitted), 
unless opened by sign on trail.

Bag limits on WMAs are part of the season bag limit. The bag 
limit for turkeys on Wildlife Management Areas is one per area, not 
to exceed two per season for all WMAs. The bag limit for turkeys 
is one gobbler per day and three gobblers per season including 
those taken on WMAs.

PERMITS

Self-Clearing Permits: All turkey hunts, including lottery 
hunts, are self-clearing and all hunters must check in daily by 
picking up a permit from a self-clearing station. Upon completion 
of each daily hunt, the hunter must check out by completing the 
hunter report portion of the permit and depositing it in the check
out box at a self-clearing station before exiting the WMA.

Lottery Hunts: Bayou Macon, Dewey Wills, Georgia-Pacific, 
Loggy Bayou, Sabine, Sherburne, Sicily Island and Tunica Hills WMAs 
are restricted to those persons selected as a result of the pre
application Lottery. Deadline for receiving applications is 
January 31, 1999. Application fee of $5 must be sent with each 
application. Applicants may submit only one application and will 
be selected for one WMA Turkey Lottery Hunt annually. Submitting 
more than one application will result in disqualification. Contact 
any district office for applications. Hunters must abide by self
clearing permit requirements.
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Requests for information on WMA regulations, permits, lottery 
hunt applications and maps may be directed to any district office: 
[District 1 —  P.0. Box 915, Minden, 71055; 318/371-3050]? [District
2 —  368 Century Park Drive, Monroe, 71203; 318/343-4044]; [District
3 —  1995 Shreveport Hwy., Pineville, 71360; 318/487-5885]; 
[District 4 —  P.O. Box 426, Ferriday, 71334; 318/757-4571]; 
[District 5 —  1213 N. Lakeshore Dr., Lake Charles, 70601; 318/491- 
2575]; [District 6 —  5652 Highway 182, Opelousas, 70570? 318/948- 
0255]; [District 7 —  P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, 70898; 504/765- 
2360].

Wildlife Management Turkey Hunting Schedule*

WMA Season Dates Permit
Requirements

Lottery
Dates**

Bayou Macon April 3-April 4 Self-clearing April 3-4
Bens Creekt March 27-April 18 Self-clearing None
Big Lake March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Bodcau April 3-April 18 Self-clearing None
Boeuf March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Boise Vernon March 27-April 18 Self-clearing None
Camp
Beauregard

March 27-April 10 Self-clearing None

Dewey Wills March 27-April 4 Self-clearing March 27-28 
March 29-31

Fort Polk March 27-April 25 Self-clearing None
Georgia-
Pacific

April 3-April 11 Self-clearing April 3-4

Grassy Lake March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Jackson-
Bienville

April 3-April 18 Self-clearing None

Little River March 27-April 10 Self-clearing None
Leggy Bayou April 10-April 11 

April 17-April 18
Self-clearing April 10-11 

April 17-18
Pearl River March 27-April 11 Self-clearing None
Reason Ridge March 27-April 25 Self-clearing None
Pomme de 
Terre

March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
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Red River March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Sabine March 27-March 28 

April 3-April 4
Self-clearing March 27-28 

April 3-4
Sandy
Hollowf

March 27-April 18 Self-clearing None

Sherburne March 27-April 4 Self-clearing March 27-28 
March 29-31

,Sicily 
Island

March 27-March 28 
April 3-April 4 
April 10-April 11

Self-clearing March 27-28 
April 3-4 
April 10-11

Three Rivers March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Tunica Hills March 27-March 28 

April 3-April 4 
April 10-April 11

Self-clearing March 27-28 
April 3-4 
April 10-11

*Only those Wildlife Management Areas listed have a turkey 
hunting season. All other areas are CLOSED. For seasons on 
smaller lands managed by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
contact the local district office.

** The deadline for receiving applications for all turkey 
Lottery Hunts on WMAs is January 31, 1999.

t No turkey hunting within 100 yards of food plots identified 
by two yellow paint rings around the nearest tree.

Kisatchie National Forest Turkey Hunting Schedule: Caney 
Ranger District, April 3-18; Winn Ranger District closed except 
Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserve, March 27-April 18; all 
other Kisatchie National Forest Districts, March 27-April 18.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 24: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and 
the final Rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 
Fiscal and Economic Impact Statement, the filing of the Notice of 
Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondences to other agencies of government.

Additionally, interested persons may submit written comments 
relative to the proposed rule until October 23, 1998 to Hugh A. 
Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70898,
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Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

Reconvening from a break, Major Keith LaCaze stated he 
provided a copy of the Monthly Law Enforcement Report and Aviation 
Report for July. The report included, as requested, the town where 
the region offices are located and the list of parishes in that 
region. The grand total of citations issued statewide for the 
month of July was 1,825 with the primary violations being in the 
area of boating. The aviation report showed the 210 plane with 
zero hours, this was because the pilot transferred to another 
agency.

Major LaCaze stated he attended the Mississippi Flyway Council 
Meeting and they reviewed the waterfowl-related citations issued in 
the Flyway. The biggest violations was use or possession of lead 
shot, illegal shooting hours and hunting without required stamps. 
Of the 3,836 citations issued in the Flyway, 686 or 17.8 percent 
were issued in Louisiana. Commissioner Babin asked if Louisiana 
has a lot more hunters than the other states in the Flyway? Major 
LaCaze stated there is a lot more hunter participation in 
Louisiana. Chairman Cattle asked if agents issue warnings? Major 
LaCaze stated they are in the process of creating a warning 
citation and will start issuing written warnings this year. 
Secretary Jenkins stated the warnings equal to about 50 percent of 
the total tickets for the Flyway and if you include the warning 
tickets, the total percent for Louisiana would drop to about 11 
percent.

Mr. Don Lee presented the next agenda item. Rule - Netting 
Prohibition, John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou Reservoir. A Notice of 
Intent was passed in April to prohibit netting in this 2,500 acre 
reservoir located in Red River Parish. The reservoir is included 
in the Quality Lake Management System. The local Lake Commission 
requested the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopt a rule to 
prohibit netting. Since there is no significant commercial fishery 
in the reservoir, and there was no response to public comments on 
the proposed rule, Mr. Lee asked the Commission to adopt the rule 
prohibiting netting. Commissioner Babin made a motion to accept 
the Rule. Commissioner Hanchey seconded the motion and it passed 
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Rule is made a
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts a rule 
prohibiting commercial netting in the John K. Kelly - Grand Bayou 
Reservoir.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and other Aquatic Life 
Chapter l. Freshwater Sports and commercial Fishing 
§185. Netting Prohibition, John K. Kelly - Grand Bayou Reservoir

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
prohibits the possession and/or use of commercial nets, including, 
but not limited to, gill nets, trammel nets, flagg nets, hoop nets, 
wire nets and fish seines in John K. Kelly - Grand Bayou Reservoir 
located in Red River Parish.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:22(B).
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 24: (August
1998).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency on the 1998 Fall Shrimp season was 
given by Mr. Mark Schexnayder. Based on biological samples, the 
white shrimp in all inshore waters will average 100 count or larger 
by mid-August. With this information and from staff 
recommendations, the Division suggested opening the fall shrimp 
season statewide at sunrise, August 17, 1998 and to close at 
sunset, December 21, 1998 with one exception. This exception is 
leaving the waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds open until March 
31, 1999. Also, Mr. Schexnayder requested the Commission grant the 
Secretary authority to change the closing date if data indicates or 
an enforcement problem exists. Chairman Cattle then asked Mr. 
Schexnayder to read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the 
Resolution. Commissioner Babin made a motion to accept the 
Resolution and it was seconded by Commissioner McCall. Chairman 
Cattle asked if Zones 1, 2 and 3 will open at the same time and 
close at the same time except for that portion in Zone 1? 
Commissioner Babin stated the waters of Breton and Chandeleur 
Sounds are still open and is basically open waters for the State. 
Hearing no further discussion, the motion passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)
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RESOLUTION

1998 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season 
adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, R.s. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to set no less than two shrimp seasons each 
calendar year for all inside waters by zone; and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on 
biological and technical data which indicates that 
marketable shrimp are available; and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white 
shrimp is 100 (whole shrimp) count per pound, except 
during the time period from October fifteenth through the 
third Monday in December when there shall be no count; 
and

WHEREAS, historical and current biological sampling conducted by 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated 
that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp zones will 
average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid-August; 
now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby set the 1998 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season by 
public notice in accordance with R.S. 56:497, to open 
statewide at official sunrise August 17, 1998.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby set the closing date for the 1998 Fall Inshore 
Shrimp Season at official sunset Monday, December 21, 
1998 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as 
described in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain open 
until 6:00 a.m., March 31, 1999. The Commission also 
grants authority to the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date if 
biological and technical data indicate the need to do so 
or if enforcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1998 
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season is attached to and made a part 
of this resolution.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
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In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows 
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures 
to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open 
seasons each year for all inside waters, the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby set the 1998 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to 
open as follows:

Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
Mississippi State line westward to the eastern shore of South Pass 
of the Mississippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to 
the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh 
Island, and

Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island 
westward to the Texas State Line,

all to open at official sunrise August 17, 1998.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1998 
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season at official sunset Monday, December 21, 
1998 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as described 
in R.S. 56:495.1 A . (2), which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m. 
March 31, 1999. The Commission also grants authority to the 
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the 
closing date if biological and technical data indicate the need to 
do so or if enforcement problems develop.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

Mr. Ron Dugas handled the Declaration of Emergency for the 
1998-99 Oyster Season, Public Grounds. The season to be set is on 
the public grounds, should not be confused with the leased areas, 
within the timeframe prescribed by law. There are approximately 2 
million acres of public oyster grounds. Mr. Dugas then recommended 
opening an area east of the Mississippi River, the sacking area 
only of Lake Machias and Lake Fortune, Bay Junop and an area in the 
Vermilion Bay-Atchafalaya Complex on September 9. The Sister Lake 
area in Terrebonne Parish has a good supply and it was recommended 
to open for a 12 day period from October 5 through October 16, 
1998. The Calcasieu tonging area is recommended to open October 
16, 1998 and run through April 30, 1999. Commissioner Babin asked 
what area is Sister Lake alternated with? Mr. Ron Dugas stated

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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Sister Lake is alternated with Bay Junop. Chairman Cattle asked 
how many acres are in the public grounds? Mr. Dugas stated there 
is approximately 2 million acres. Then the Chairman asked how many 
acres of leased grounds are there? Mr. Dugas answered 400,000 
acres. Then he stated approximately 80,000 sacks were harvested 
from the Calcasieu area which is almost double that taken from the 
previous season. Commissioner McCall made a motion to accept the 
Resolution. Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion and it was 
approved with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

1998/99 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds 
Adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
August 6, 1998

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day which 
in 1998 is September 9, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the HPublic Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservation" have been surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and

WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking area only on the Public 
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of 
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed 
Grounds, Bay Gardens, Hackberry Bay, and Bay Junop Oyster 
Seed Reservations not currently under lease will open 
one-half hour before sunrise on September 9, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Sister Lake Oyster Seed 
Reservation will be open for 12 days only from one-half 
hour before sunrise October 5, 1998 to one-half hour
after sunset October 16, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public 
grounds is generally Lake Fortune and Lake Machias to a 
line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at 
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency 
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities 
are occurring or to delay the season or close areas where 
significant spat catch has occurred with good probability 
of survival, or where it is found that there are 
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the 
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine 
Lake tonging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise 
on October 16, 1998 and remain open until one-half hour 
after sunset on April 30, 1999.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying or 
closing of a season will be made by public notice at 
least 72 hours prior to such action.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the 
authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1 notice is hereby given 
that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and 
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declares:

1. The Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently under lease, 
Bay Junop, Bay Gardens Oyster and Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed 
Reservations will open one-half hour before sunrise September 9, 
1998.

2. ' The Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation will be open for 
12 days only from October 5 to October 16, 1998.

3. A designated sacking only area east of the Mississippi 
River will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 9, 1998. 
The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally Lake 
Fortuna and Lake Machias to a line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt. 
Gardner to Grace Pt. at the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.
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4. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
is authorized to take emergency action if necessary, to close areas 
if oyster mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close 
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, or where it is found that there are 
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads.

5. The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to 
reopen areas previously closed if the threat to the resource 
subsides.

6. The Calcasieu and Sabine Lake tonging areas will open 
one-half hour before sunrise on October 16, 1998 and remain open 
until one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 1999.

7. Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season 
will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such 
action.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

A Rule on the Dealer Receipt Form began with Mr. Joey Shepard 
stating a Notice of Intent was approved in April. There were no 
written comments received on the Notice of Intent. Mr. Shepard 
then informed the Commission of one addition since the Notice of 
Intent and that was adding “8. Duration of trip". Commissioner 
Babin asked what is the penalty for false information on the 
documents and where does the burden lie? Mr. Don Puckett stated 
the burden will be with the Department to demonstrate that someone 
intentionally falsified. Lt. Jeff Mayne stated failure to report 
commercial information is a Class III violation. The fine for 
filing false documents is a felony, $1,000 to $3,000. Chairman 
Cattle asked if a motion was needed to ratify the rule? 
Commissioner Kelly made such a motion and it was seconded by 
Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Rule is made a
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby amend a Rule 
(LAC 76:VII.201) implementing dealer receipt forms, and repeal a 
Rule (LAC 76:VII.203) implementing the commercial fisherman's sales 
report form. Authority for adoption of the Rule is included in 
R.S. 56:303.7(B), 56:306.4(E) and 56:345.

Title 76
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WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 2. General Provisions
§201. Commercial Fisherman's Sales Card; Dealer Receipt Form-Design 
and Use

A. The "Commercial Fisherman's Sales Card" shall be provided 
by the Department in lieu of the commercial fisherman's license. 
The card will be embossed with the following information:

1. Commercial fisherman's name;
2. Commercial license number;
3. Commercial fisherman's social security number;
4. Expiration date;
5. Residency status.

B. The card shall be presented by the commercial fisherman 
to the dealer at the time of sale or transfer of possession of the 
catch.

C. The dealer receipt form shall be a three-part numbered 
form provided by the Department. The dealer receipt form shall be 
completed when fish are purchased or received from commercial 
fishermen. The receipt form shall represent the actual transaction 
between the commercial fisherman and the dealer. The dealer shall 
fill out the receipt form in it's entirety containing all of the 
information required in §201.D and E with the exception of the 
commercial fisherman's signature that shall be recorded by the 
fisherman. The "Dealer's Copy" of the receipt shall be maintained 
on file at the dealer's place of business or where the fish are 
received. The dealer shall maintain the receipts for a period of 
3 years. The "Department Copy" portion of the dealer receipt form 
shall be returned to the Department by the dealer by the tenth of 
each month to include purchases made during the previous month. 
Along with the receipts for each month, the dealer shall submit a 
"Monthly Submission Sheet" provided by the Department that 
certifies that the transactions submitted represent all of the 
transactions by that dealer from commercial fishermen for that 
particular month. The "Monthly Submission Sheet" shall fulfill the 
reporting requirements in R.S. 56:345. The dealer shall mail 
completed receipt forms to a pre-determined address designated by 
the Department. Dealers are responsible for obtaining dealer 
receipt forms from the Department by calling a pre-determined phone 
number.

D. ♦The commercial fisherman is responsible for providing the 
following information to the dealer at the time of sale or transfer 
of possession of the catch.
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1. Commercial fisherman's name;
2. Commercial fisherman's license number?
3. Information on commercial gear used?
4. Information on vessel used ?
5. Information on location fished;
6. Permit numbers for species requiring a permit to

harvest?
7. Commercial fisherman's signature?
8. Duration of trip.

E. The dealer is responsible for recording on the dealer 
receipt form that information provided by the commercial fisherman 
in §201.D and is responsible for the following information at the 
time of sale or transfer of possession of the catch.

1. Dealer's name?
2. Dealer's license number?
3. Commercial fisherman's name;
4. Commercial fisherman's license number;
5. Species purchased?
6. Quantity and units of each species purchased;
7. Size and condition of each species purchased?
8. Transaction date?
9. Unit price of each species purchased?
10. Dealer's signature?
11. Permit numbers for species requiring a permit to

harvest?
12. Commercial fisherman's signature.

F. Dealers may designate an agent to sign the dealer receipt 
form for them however, in all cases the dealer shall remain 
responsible for the actions of their agent.

G. All records and receipt forms shall be available and 
produced upon demand to any duly authorized agent of the Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries Law Enforcement Division or department 
auditor.

H. Effective date of §201.A and B is upon publication in the 
Louisiana Register. Effective date for §201.C-G will be January 1, 
1999.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:303.7(B), 56:306.4(E) and 56:345.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 18:81 (January 
1992), repromulgated LR 18:198 (February 1992) , amended LR 20:323 
(March 1994), amended by the Office of Fisheries, LR 21:477 (May 
1995), LR 22:373 (May 1996), amended by the Wildlife and ̂ Fisheries 
Commission LR 24: (August 1998).

§203. Commercial Fisherman's Sales Report Form
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Repealed.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:345(B).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 18:82 (January 
1992) , repromulgated LR 18:198 (February 1992), amended LR 20:323 
(March 1994), amended by the Office of Fisheries, LR 21:477 (May 
1995), LR 22:373 (May 1996), repealed by the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission LR 24: (August 1998).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

Mr. Harry Blanchet presented the Notice of Intent - Harvest 
Regulations on Billfishes. This action will establish rules for 
billfish which are large, offshore, saltwater fish with very long 
noses. These include swordfish, sailfish and marlins. The vast 
majority of the harvest comes from Federal waters offshore. These 
regulations will be compatible with those regulations offshore to 
enhance enforcement. Mr. Blanchet felt this Department gets 
information on regulations out to the public better than the 
Federal Government. He then went over several portions of the 
Notice of Intent, such as the minimum size limits, permits for the 
commercial harvest of swordfish, recreational permits for those who 
fish tournaments that harvest billfishes, creel limits for 
swordfish and seasonal closures. Chairman Cattle asked if there 
were regulations for permits now for the taking of these fish? Mr. 
Blanchet stated no, but there is a federal requirement for the 
permits to be there. Then Chairman Cattle asked Mr. Blanchet to 
explain the permits. He also asked what was the contemplated cost 
for the permits and what is the cost of the federal permit now? 
Mr. Blanchet read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the 
Resolution. Commissioner Babin made a motion to accept the 
Resolution. Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion and it passed 
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Notice of Intent is made a part of 
the record.)

RESOLUTION

BILLFISH HARVEST RULES
WHEREAS, the billfish fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico off the 

coast of Louisiana are primarily managed by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and

WHEREAS, regulations promulgated by NMFS are applicable in waters 
of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the U.S., 
generally three miles offshore, and
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WHEREAS, NMFS has adopted size limits and permit regulations for 
billfishes harvested in the EEZ off of Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, adoption of compatible regulations for Louisiana state 
waters would enhance effectiveness and enforceability of 
the regulations already in place for billfishes harvested 
in the EEZ off of Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission may set possession limits, quotas, places, 
seasons, times, size limits and daily take limits based 
upon biological and technical data limits for saltwater 
finfish.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission hereby promulgates a Notice of Intent to 
provide for size limits, bag limits, permit regulations, 
and a framework for seasonal closures for billfishes in 
Louisiana state waters is attached to and made part of 
this resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all 
necessary steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate 
and effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule, 
including but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice 
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports 
and correspondence to other agencies of government.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 
of intent to promulgate a rule (LAC 76:VII.355) providing for 
regulations on the harvest of billfishes, including marlins, 
sailfish and swordfish. Authority for adoption of this Rule is 
included in R.S. 56:6(25)(a), 56:326.1 and 56:326.3.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
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Chapter 3. Saltwater sport and commercial Fishery 
§355. Harvest Regulations - Billfishes

A. The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby adopt the following rules and regulations regarding the 
harvest of billfishes including marlins, sailfish and swordfish 
within and without Louisiana's territorial waters. For purposes of 
this Section, the following words and phrases have the meaning 
ascribed to them in this subsection, unless the context clearly 
shows a different meaning:

Carcass Length: curved measure from posterior edge of 
gill opening to anterior portion of caudal keel.

Dressed Weight: the weight of the carcass after it has 
been gutted, headed, and finned.

Lower Jaw Fork Length (LJFL) : straight-line length from 
the tip of the lower jaw to the fork of the tail.

Trip: a fishing trip, regardless of the number of days 
duration, that begins with departure from a dock, berth, beach, 
seawall or ramp and that terminates with return to a dock, berth, 
beach, seawall or ramp.

B. Minimum Size Limits: No person shall possess any fish
smaller than the minimum size limit.

Species Minimum Size Limit

1. Blue Marlin

2. White Marlin

3. Sailfish

4. Swordfish

96 inches Lower Jaw Fork Length 
(LJFL)
66 inches Lower Jaw Fork Length 
(LJFL)
57 inches Lower Jaw Fork Length 
(LJFL)
29 inches carcass length or 33 
pounds dressed weight

C. Recreational Creel Limit: Recreational fishing vessels 
shall not possess more than five swordfish per vessel per trip. 
Swordfish taken under a recreational bag limit shall not be sold, 
purchased, exchanged, bartered, or attempted to be sold, purchased, 
exchanged or bartered.

D. Gamefish: Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 56 
§327(A)(1)(b)(i) designates sailfish (Istiophorus platypterus). 
blue marlin (Makaira nigricans^, black marlin (Makaira indica), 
striped marlin (Tetrapturus audax), hatchet marlin (Tetrapturus 
spp.)r and white marlin (Tetrapturus albidus) as saltwater 
gamefish. This rule does not affect the designation of gamefish
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status, which is retained by the legislature (R.S. 56:6(25)(a)). 
Vessels engaged in commercial fishing shall not possess any of 
these species.

E. Permits

1. Recreational: Tournament operators: A person 
conducting a tournament involving scorekeeping or awards for 
Atlantic billfish (whether or not retained), must register with the 
National Marine Fisheries Service.

2. Commercial - Swordfish:

a. The owner of a vessel of the United States or 
a vessel that fishes for or possesses swordfish, or takes swordfish 
as incidental catch, regardless of whether retained, must possess 
a valid commercial permit issued by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic 
Swordfish. This permit must be aboard the vessel and available for 
inspection by agents of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Enforcement Division. The captain of the vessel is also 
responsible to ensure the validity and possession of the permit 
aboard the vessel before retaining, possessing, selling or 
attempting to sell swordfish.

b. A Wholesale/Retail dealer who first receives 
swordfish must have been issued a valid dealer permit under the 
Federal Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Swordfish. This 
dealer permit must be in possession of the Wholesale/Retail dealer 
and available for inspection by agents of the Department of 
wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement Division.

F. All persons fishing for swordfish, or persons receiving 
any swordfish from fishermen, who do not possess a permit issued by 
the National Marine Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery 
Management Plan for Atlantic Swordfish shall not sell, barter, 
trade, exchange or attempt to sell, barter, trade or exchange any 
swordfish, or possess any swordfish in excess of a recreational 
creel limit.

G. No person aboard any vessel shall transfer or cause the 
transfer of swordfish between vessels on state or federal waters.

H. No person shall purchase, sell, exchange, barter or 
attempt to purchase, sell, exchange, or barter any swordfish in 
excess of any possession limit for which a commercial permit was 
issued.

I. Seasonal Closures. The Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is hereby authorized to close any 
recreational or commercial fishery for marlins or swordfish, within 
and without Louisiana's territorial waters, when the Secretary is
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notified by the National Marine Fisheries Service that the seasonal 
quota for that species and fishery has been met. The closure order 
shall close the fishery until the date projected for the re-opening 
of that fishery in the adjacent Federal waters. The Secretary is 
also hereby authorized to modify any such closure order to maintain 
consistency with re-opening dates in the adjacent Federal waters, 
should the Federal closure dates be modified.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
56:6(25)(a), 56:326.1 and 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 24: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 
proposed Rule to: Harry Blanchet, Marine Fisheries Division, 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 
70898-9000, prior to October 1, 1998.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation was the next item 
and was handled by Ms. Marianne Burke. The date for National 
Hunting and Fishing Day is set for September 26, 1998. Louisiana 
has four sites and include Baton Rouge, Minden, Monroe and 
Natchitoches. This day is the largest public relations event for 
this Department. Commissioner Babin stated this is a great program 
and the Department does a good job. Chairman Cattle concurred and 
encouraged as many people as possible to participate in this event. 
Ms. Burke read the Therefore portion of the Proclamation. 
Commissioner McCall made a motion to accept the Proclamation and it 
was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed with no 
opposition.

(The full text of the Proclamation 
is made a part of the record.)

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Louisianians are blessed with an abundance and diversity 
of game, fish and seafood that hunters, fishers and 
commercial industries have long appreciated and 
recognized the need to conserve, and
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WHEREAS, revenues raised by sportsmen and commercial industries 
have successfully returned some animal species that faced 
extinction or were threatened or endangered by 
environmental conditions often imposed by people to 
healthy populations; and

WHEREAS, hunters and anglers have a long history of contributing 
to conservation efforts statewide and nationwide, 
contributing more than $12 billion to conservation 
programs during the past half a century through license 
fees and self-imposed excise taxes, and

WHEREAS, a recent survey by the U.S. Department of the Interior's 
Fish and Wildlife Service indicated that 56 percent of 
all Louisianians participate in some type of fish or 
wildlife-related activity, and

WHEREAS, latest figures indicate that the total economic impact of 
wildlife-related activities, including hunting and non
consumptive usage, in Louisiana is more than $1 billion 
and that Louisianians directly spend $656 million on 
hunting and other wildlife-associated recreation, and

WHEREAS, Louisiana residents have spent an $29.4 million on 
fishing and hunting licenses during the last three years, 
and

WHEREAS, the state's warm Gulf waters and fertile estuarine 
systems are home to more than 100 commercially valuable 
seafood species, making Louisiana's marine fisheries one 
of the most important in the nation with more than 1.4 
billion pounds landed annually for a dockside value of 
approximately $306 million, with more than 150,000 people 
directly and indirectly employed in harvesting, 
processing, wholesaling, and distribution of Louisiana 
seafood;

THEREFORE I, Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman of the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission, State of Louisiana, hereby proclaim 
Saturday, September 26, 1998 as the

14th ANNUAL
LOUISIANA NATIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING DAY

throughout the state of Louisiana in recognition of the 
economic contributions of the hunting and fishing 
industry and in acknowledgment of the sport enjoyed by so 
many of our citizens.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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Chairman Cattle then asked for Division Reports. Secretary 
Jenkins stated he provided each Commissioner with a newspaper 
article on extending state waters out to 9 miles. This has been an 
on-going discussion with the Department, the Governor's Office and 
Congress for several weeks. Secretary Jenkins stated this 
Department could not take on Coast Guard duty with no new monies 
and no time. A rough estimate to take on this additional duty was 
several million dollars. The Governor agreed with Secretary 
Jenkins. He concluded stating it was voted down.

After several minutes of discussion, the Commissioners decided 
to hold the December 1998 Meeting on Thursday, December 3, 1998 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton Rouge Headquarters.

Chairman Cattle then asked if there were any Public Comments. 
Mr. Leonard Hensgens, a member of the U.S. Waterfowl Habitat 
Program and in Louisiana known as Quackback, stated they took on a 
project with the North American Waterfowl Agreement. They wanted 
to flood 1 million acres of harvested rice fields for resting and 
breeding grounds. This was accomplished this past year. Mr. 
Hensgens then stated his Committee requested the no creeping law be 
removed in order to reduce the numbers of snow and blue geese.

Commissioner Babin made a motion to go into Executive Session 
on Jenkins et al. vs. Odom et al., 19th JDC. Commissioner Kelly 
seconded the motion and it passed with no opposition.

Reconvening from Executive Session with no action taken and 
there being no further business, Commissioner Babin made a motion 
to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner Kelly. 
This motion passed with no opposition.

Ja 
Secreta

JHJ:sch
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ursday, August 6, 1998

^siding.

Secretary James Jenkins, Jr. was also present.
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Commissioners Glynn Carver and Bill Busbice were absent from 
the meeting.

Chairman Cattle called for a rotion for approval of the July 
9, 1998 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by 
Commissioner Babin and seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The 
motion passed with no opposition.

Recommendations for 1998-99 Duck, Goose & Coot Hunting Seasons 
6 Bag Limits was presented by Mr. Robert Helm. He began stating he 
had a video on the status of waterfowl habitat conditions and 
population levels. The preliminary forecast for the fall flight 
index is 84 million birds which is approximately 9 percent lower 
than last year. Production for snow geese and specklebellies was 
good this year, stated Mr. Helm. The increase in rainfall in June 
and July fer the prairie region was an unusual occurrence and 
should provide excellent habitat for the broods and those that nest 
late. The framework has changed very little from last year, with 
a 60 day season and 6 bird bag limit. The only change was 
decreasing the daily bag for pintails from 3 to 1. The U.S. Fish 
and wildlife Service recommended doubling the daily bag limit for 
snow geese from 10 to 20 and not have a possession limit. The 
framework extension to January 31 was removed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service' again for this year. Mr. Helm then read the 
recommendations for the ducks, coots and goose seasons.

Duck Season for the West Zone: (60 days) November 7 - November 
29 (23 days); and December 12 - January 17 (37 days)

East Zone and Catahoula Lake Zone: (60 days) November 14 -
December 6 (23 days)? and December 12 - January 17 (37 days)

Youth Waterfowl Day - December 5 in West Zone, January 23 in 
East Zone.

Daily Bag Limits - The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may 
include no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be 
females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 1 pintail, 
1 canvasback and 2 redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15. The
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daily bag limit and possession limits for mergansers is the same as 
last year.

Light Geese (snow and blue) - Statewide Season: November 7 - 
February 21 (107 days); daily bag limit (snow and blue)- 20 and no 
possession limit.

White-fronted (Speckle bellies): November 7 - November 29 (23
days); and December 12 - January 27(47 days); Daily Bag limit
(speckle bellies) of 2 and Possession limit of 4*

Special Canada Goose Season from January 19 - January 27.JlIP'' Jsf
Chairman Gattle asked if this is a recommendation and at^the 

September meeting a Declaration of Emergency^would be ratified? 
Then he asked if a motion was needed to accept the tentative dates? 
Mr. Helm answered yes. Commission Hanchoy made a motion accepting 
the tentative dates. Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion and it 
passed with no opposition.

(The tull text of the Resolution is 
made a part of the record.)

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

August 6,: 1998

The following was adopted by therLouisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Cffiftmissicffi> meeting in Baton Rouae. 
Louisianar August 6r 1998.

WHEREAS, public hearings have been held to discuss the status of 
waterfowl, including ducks, coots, and geese in 
Washington D. C., and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing waterfowl season 
• framework have been developed by the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service, and
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 

has presented recommendations for waterfowl including 
season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for waterfowl within the constraints of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that on this date, the Louisiana Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission does hereby tentatively adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these tentative dates will be ratified 
by Declaration of Emergency unless significant changes 
are mandated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the 
authority to take any and all steps necessary on behalf 
of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate these 
seasons as a Declaration of Emergency? and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these dates will foe forwarded to zthe 
U.S. Fish and wildlife Service as regulations set for 
Louisiana's 1998-99 Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

Approval of 1998-99 Migratory Bird Season Dates & Bag Limits
began with Mr. Dave Morrison reminding the Commission the staff 
presented tentative season dates for dove, teal, snipe, rails, 
gallinules and woodcock. ^These .Sates were adopted at the last 
meeting by the Commission and would remain the same if no changes 
occurred within the U.S, Fish end Wildlife Service. No changes 
occurred, so Mr. Morrison presented ajpeclaration of Emergency to 
adopt the season dates for this hunting season. Mr. Morrison then 
read the season dates, Chairman Cattle then asked if there were 
any comments and none wore heard. The Chairman then asked Mr. 
Morrison to read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the 
Resolution. Commissioner Babin made a motion to accept the 
Resolution, Commissioner McCall seconded the motion and it passed 
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUllfANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 6, 1998

The followina was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting in Baton Rouge, LA 
August 6 f 1998.
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WHEREAS, public hearings in Washington, D.C. have been held on 
early migratory bird season regulations that include 
dove, snipe, rail, gallinule, woodcock and teal, and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing early migratory bird 
season frameworks have been developed ?by t t w  U . S . Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff, 
has presented recommendations for migratory species tha$ 
include season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours, 
and

WHEREAS, it is the statutory responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for these migratory species within constraints 
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that thi$ Commission does hereby adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours 
for dove, teal, rails, gallir.ules, snipe and woodcock by 
Declaration of Emergency; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates; have been forwarded to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana's selections 
for early,: migratory bird ,seasons.

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr., Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

DEcEpATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wilclife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S. 
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the 
following emergency rule.

The hunting seasons for early migratory birds during the 1998- 
99 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY BIRDS OTHER THAN WATERFOWL
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DOVE: Split Season, Statewide, 60 days 
September 5 (Sat.)-September 13 (Sun.) 
October 17 (Sat.)-November 6 (Fri.) 
December 12 (Sat.)-January 10 (Sun.) 
Daily bag limit 15, Possession Limit,

9 days 
21 days 
30 days

TEAL: September 12 (Sat.)-September 27 (Sun.) 16 days
Daily bag limit 4, Possession limit 8, Blue-winged, 
Green-winged and Cinnamon teal only. Federal and State 
waterfowl stamps required.

RAILS: Split Season
September 12 (Sat.)-September 27 (Sun.) 16 days
November 7 (Sat.)-December 30 (Wed.) 54 days ?

KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate,
Possession 30.
SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the 
aggregate.

GALLINULES: Split Season
September 12 (Sat.)-September 2/ (Sun.) 
November 7 (Sat.)-December 30 (Wed.) 
Daily bag limit 15^possession limits30

SNIPE: November 7 (Sat.^February 21 (Sun.)
Daily bag limit 8, Possessionsimit 16

WOODCOCK: December 18 (Fri)-January 3 1 (Sun.) 
Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6

16 days 
54 days

107 days 

45 days

SHOOTING HOURS:
Teal, Rail, Snipe, Woodcock and Gallinule: One-half hour

before sunrise to sunset.
Dove: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset except on

September 5-6, October 17-18, and December 12-13 when shooting 
hours will be 12:00 noon-to sunset.

A Declaration ot Emergency is necessary because the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory 
species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities 
to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits, 
and shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildltfte Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 
will become effective on September 1, 1998 and extend through 
sunset on February 28, 1999.

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr. 
Chairman
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Mr. Hugh Bateman presented the next item. Declaration of 
Emergency - Prohibition of Using Corn to Feed Wildlife. Copies of 
a News Release and other articles on aflatoxin poisoning was handed 
to each Commissioner for their review. A lot of concern has been 
expressed in the farming community on the drought. Information 
from the Department of Agriculture and Forestry and the LSU 
Agriculture Center has shown elevated levels of aflatoxin poisoning 
in grain corn. Mr. Bateman then gave background information on 
aflatoxins and how there have been incidences in the past where 
wildlife has been affected. Peanuts and corn are two grains that 
can contain this aflatoxin. There are FDA regulations on 
contaminated corn that prevents it from being marketed for human 
consumption and livestock feed. An estimated 700,000 acres of c o m  
was planted this year and once this problem was discovered, the 
agriculture people started sampling the corn fields to determine 
the aflatoxin levels. The Department does not have a lot of 
technical information that tells how much and at what contamination 
level this grain will affect wildlife. Mr. Bateman then stated 
deer are very resistant to aflatoxin, but the younger and smaller 
animals may have more debilitating problems. All forms of birds 
are particularly susceptible. Witbs^he problems occurring, the 
contaminated corn may be sold at lower prices by uniformed people 
and stored for long periods of time. Storing this corn for long 
periods of time could be harmful if fed to wildlife. Mr. Bateman 
stated one of his first contacts was with the Cooperative Wildlife 
Disease Research Center at the University of Georgia. After 
discussing this problem with a ,lBt of different experts and his 
staff, and knowing the responsibility of the Wildlife Division and 
Department, Mr. Bateman recommended prohibiting the use of corn as 
a wildlife food in Louisiana for at least the remainder of this 
year andinext year. Chairman Cattle asked Mr. Bateman to read the 
Resolution for the record. Then he asked what mechanism will be 
used to determine the levels of aflatoxin and that there is a 
threat to wildlife? Chairman Cattle stated he was told there would 
be a moratorium for a certain period of time and then look at the 
situation; however, two proposals were given which did not give a 
specific .timeframe.#::. Mr. i#%eman stated a Declaration of Emergency 
only covers a 120 day period. Chairman Cattle asked if the 
Commission would have to renew the Declaration of Emergency? Mr. 
Don Puckett stated, the way the Resolution reads the Commission 
could give the Secretary authority to take further action. Mr. 
Bateman then stated, acting with an abundance of caution, they 
would like to maintain the ban and protect wildlife until the 
problem is over. Chairman Cattle stated this is a very emotional 
issue and everyone should try to make a determination based on 
fact. Commissioner Babin asked if the Department of Agriculture 
has the capability of testing? Then he stated if there is a 
mechanism within another agency, it was hoped there could be a 
spirit of cooperation. Mr. Bateman stated the Department of 
Agriculture is who the Department would have to depend on for 
testing information. Commissioner Hanchey asked if this is the 
first year this problem has occurred? Mr. Bateman stated this is
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the first year the Department has become concerned because of the 
level of the problem. His experience has shown that when an animal 
gets sick, they seek darkness and cover and generally no one ever 
sees them. Commissioner McCall asked if corn was prohibited, what 
alternative could be used for feed? Mr. Bateman stated wheat, 
soybeans, milo, and sunflower seeds are just a few. Commissioner 
Babin asked if aflatoxins was checked in the fields before 
harvesting? Chairman Cattle asked for a representativg&from the 
Department of Agriculture or the LSU Ag Center Jfco spe'i'K on this 
issue.

Mr. Raymond Schexnayder, a farmer in Point© Coupee and Wesjj 
Baton Rouge Parishes, stated the Department of Agriculture came out 
and discovered he has aflatoxin at a ratio of 5 ppb. The corn he 
harvested is being delivered to exporters and these exporters has 
a restriction of 20 ppb. The Department of Agriculture has 11 
stations throughout the State for farmers to send their samples for 
testing. Mr. Schexnayder stated he has been selling corn to deer 
hunters either cleaned and bagged or just loose. Me then commented 
aflatoxin will not build up if the cor# is dried down to 13 percent 
moisture and kept in good condition Jie felt the panic button was 
being hit too soon.

Mr. Al Ortego, La. Cooperative Extension Service, stated there 
are 11 testing locations thiSughout the State. The purposes of 
these stations was to prevent harvesting of the corn if their 
levels were too high and would also be used as the official testing 
for crop insurance purposes to determine if a field has zero value. 
The Food and Drug Administration guidelines for the use of 
aflatoxins corn is based on domesticated animals fed a complete 
diet and is different from those animals fed in the wild. Chairman 
Cattle asked what regulatory agency is overseeing the sale of deer 
corn in a bag in this State? Then he asked if the Department of 
Agriculture was testing for aflatoxin on a regular basis? Mr. 
Ortego could not answer the Chairman's questions. Commissioner 
Babin asked how long has it been known there was a problem with 
aflatoxin?

Mr. Michael Naquin stated aflatoxin has been here for years. 
To stop farmers from selling their good crop is ludicrous since 2/3 
ol this year's crop has been lost. He also felt the deer and other 
wildlife will suffer with the prohibition. Mr. Naquin stated there 
was no research nor documentation to support the prohibition. He 
then stated he did not feel any farmer would sell bad corn to 
humans, cattle farmers or for wildlife. Chairman Cattle stated he 
was very concerned about importing corn to north Louisiana to feed 
deer. It is true aflatoxin is in the soil all the time and it 
attacks the plants in years of stress. This year there have been 
much higher concentrations of the aflatoxins found in the grains. 
Mr. Naquin stated the wrapping of the corn, variety of c o m  and the 
handling of the corn makes a difference. Ninety percent of the 
loads are being accepted., Commissioner Babin asked if a farmer

7



I

sends a load of grain to an elevator and it is rejected, where does 
that grain end up? Mr. Naquin stated the farmers will blend it 
with other corn and if it meets the levels, they sell and ship it.

Mr. Donald Courville, a grain farmer for 26 years, stated this 
was a management problem and there is no tool to manage this 
problem. The problem needs to be managed by the Department of 
Agriculture for all corn that is sold by probing the corn|packs and 
testing for aflatoxin. The drought has caused less natural foods 
for wildlife and the corn this year will be a valuable commodity 
for the wildlife. This fungus is a naturally occurring toxin and 
needs to be managed at safe levels. Prohibiting the use of corn i# 
not the answer to the problem. Also prohibiting the Use of cp,#n 
for feed will put him out of business. » ' T'

Mr. Ralph Willie asked if the aflatoxin problem was in the 
corn or the trash? Mr. Courville stated the problem was in the 
immature grains, the damaged kernels and somewhat on the cob 
pieces. The two things fungus needs to grow is moisture and 
temperature and when it is dried to il or 13 percent moisture, it 
will be at a safe storage level. Mr. Courville then stated the 
Department needs to educate the public on this problem.

Mr. Joe Cagnolatti, National Wild Turkey Federation, stated 
they had a board meeting and adopted a resolution to support the 
Department's recommendation«for a temporary ban on the use of corn 
for feeding wildlife. Turkeys will con# to corn and the smaller 
the animal, the worse the problem. *

Dr. Don Reed, La. Cooperative Extension Service, stated it was 
not only"a management problem but also an educational problem. 
There is some bad corn* but also a lot of good corn and educating 
people on how to disseminate the good corn to wildlife would be the 
approach to take. If the corn is bought from a grain elevator, 
that operator will not take the chance of buying corn with high 
levels of aflatoxin which could pose a threat to wildlife. 
Commissioner McCall asked about the corn bought from Wal-Mart? Dr. 
Reed stated he did not.know where these type stores get their corn 
from. Chairman GattlS stated rules are made for those that do not 
have a good conscience. Then he stated, in managing a resource, 
there are people that are going to have to suffer at some point. 
Chairman Cattle felt, with their being no regulatory authority over 
this, either the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or the 
Department of Agriculture should monitor this activity. He 
expressed concern over finding aflatoxin levels of 1000, 1200 and 
IbOO ppb in corn.

Commissioner Kelly asked Mr. Courville what steps does he take 
to ensure the specialty corn he sells is within the safe limits? 
Mr. Courville stated he has the liability to stand behind his corn 
and to make sure his product is good and clean. He then explained 
how testing for aflatoxin has become sophisticated since the use of
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a black light. The Department of Agriculture is providing free 
testing for the corn.

Commissioner Babin asked, if the regulation is adopted, who 
will regulate it and what will the penalty be for selling corn? 
Chairman Cattle thought it would be a Class II violation. Mr. 
Puckett stated it is a Class II violation, first offense is $100 to 
$350 fine, second offense, $300 to $550 fine. Chairg&n Cattle 
asked if the violation occurs at the point of sale or the act of 
feeding corn to wildlife? Mr. Puckett answered it would be the act 
of feeding itself. Commissioner Babin stated it the Food and Drug 
Administration finds salmonella in chickens, they do not baî  
chickens entirely. He felt there was a problem with aflatoxin, but 
stopping the sale of corn may not be i||e solution.

Mr. Randy Lanctot, Louisiana Wildlife Federation, stated the 
bigger issue is hunting and how to hunt. The position" of the 
Federation is, if it can be avoided at all, you should not be 
putting anything into the environment that will put wildlife 
resources at risk. He then stated, if you arc going to make an 
error, error on the side of caution..^Mr. Lanctot stated they would 
support the Commission if they take the cautious approach and put 
the temporary ban in effect.

Mr. Raymond Schexnayder stated this regulation will put the 
local farmers that sell deer corn out of th.it business. If the 
corn has a high level of aflatoxin, theifarmer will plow it under 
and the deer will probably eat it anyway.

Commissioner McCalPl asked Mr. Bateman if there was any data 
that showed any doer or turkey died this year from eating the corn? 
Mr. Bateman answered no. He then stated it was not the clean corn 
that is a problem, but the availability of the waste corn. The 
Southeastern Disease Study has urged using a cautionary approach in 
allowing this to continue, Mr. Bateman stated they will work with 
the Department of Agriculture to find a way to control this 
problem. The reason for the request was because there was no way 
to tell ' the difference between the bad corn and good corn. 
Commissioner McCall asked how will it be known that animals will 
die from this corn if there are no cases or problems right now? 
Mr. Bateman stated the only thing they can do is rely on the advice 
of the experts and the fact that this problem is out there. 
Commissioner McCall stated, as of right now, he does not see that 
there is a problem.

Mr. Seff Devall asked what will he have to do with the corn he 
has planted that he plans to hunt over? He then commented the 
problem with the wild turkeys is timber management and not corn.

Mr. Donald Courville stated his corn was tested and the 
results were 4 ppb on yellow corn and 6 ppb on his white corn. He 
then asked to manage the corn on a wildlife level. He recommended

9



getting with the Department of Agriculture and setting up 
standards. Chairman Cattle stated management of corn would not 
happen "today". He then asked the Commissioners to consider the 
best route to go with the aflatoxin levels of 1000 ppb.

Mr. Glen Redd stated there is no data to prove something is 
happening or that is going to happen. He then commented once an 
activity is shut down, it is hard to open it up again. He asked 
the Commission to think before taking any action, ̂ gather more data 
and do more testing.

Mr. Mike Rhodes stated he did not see why good, clean, bagges| 
corn could not be bought and sold and outlaw the barreled cor# 
Because of the drought, Mr. Rhodes felt the fall will be rough £Br 
the animals in the woods. Chairman Cattle stated, it an Agent goes 
into the woods and sees corn on the ground, how will he know if it 
came from a bag or from the field. He then stated the issue was to 
either ban it completely for 120 days or to a]]ow it with a strong 
recommendation to use properly tested corn, Mr. Rhodes stated he 
did not know if it can be managed. w

Commissioner Babin asked if the moratorium has to be for 120 
days, can it be for 30 days, and what options does the Commission 
have besides yes or no? Mr* Puckett stated the Declaration of 
Emergency can be effective for any period of time up to 120 days. 
Commissioner Babin stated a? 30 day ban would give the Commission 
more time to gather infomition ,Jnd it f£>uld not hurt the farmers 
as much as a 120 day ban. Chairman Cattle asked if this item could 
be deferred until the next .meeting? Mr. Puckett stated the 
Commission could defer this item and® take it up again at the next 
meeting as a Declaration of Emergency. Commissioner Babin asked if 
there arc any options in place to study this problem and gather 
more information? Mr, Puckett stated if deferred today, it could 
be put on the agenda for the next meeting. Chairman Cattle asked 
if there was a notion to adopt the Resolution and Declaration of 
Emergency. No motion was made. Mr. Puckett recommended announcing 
the Commission's intent to revisit this issue. Commissioner Babin 
made a motion to place this item on the September agenda with the 
Departments ol Wildlife and Fisheries and Agriculture providing 
more information in hopes of protecting wildlife. Commissioner 
Hanchey secondedithe motion and it passed with no opposition.

A Notice Intent on the 1999 Spring Wild Turkey Hunting 
Regulations waSTpresented by Mr. Mike Olinde. He began his slide 
presentation stating the State is divided into three turkey hunting 
areas. The recommended hunting season dates for Area A is March 27 
through April 25 (30 days) except for Kisatchie National Forest 
which will have season dates of March 27 through April 18. Area B 
dates are April 3 through April 18 (16 days) and Area C will be 
March 27 through April 4 (9 days) . A significant change in Area A 
was opening the season one week later and reducing the number of 
days by seven. The number of days for that portion of Kisatchie
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National Forest within Area A was reduced by 14 days. Area B is 
recommended to open one week earlier and Area C is recommended to 
open one week later. Twenty-four wildlife management areas will 
have seasons in 1999 which includes Bayou Macon this year. Mr. 
Olinde explained the reasons for the structure changes with the 
hope of having one opening date in the State. He then stated they 
were informed by landowners of fairly large turkey declines but 
could not confirm these reports. Other possible contributors to 
the turkey decline was timber activities, poor reproduction, 
diseases and reduced wildlife habitat. From the' Office of 
Forestry, statistics from 1991 showed over 43 percent of the pine 
lands were now planted pine and this represents an increase of 12:|, 
percent over what it was in 1984. A slide was shown on the datla 
from volunteer check stations in the Florida Parishes. Also shown 
was a slide on Mississippi's turkey harvest. A research study was 
conducted in the Florida parishes and one of the things that 
concerns the staff is the adult harvest rate. The staff hopes to 
increase the adult segment, buffer the vlicet of annual production 
and possibly have one opening date for the turkeys. The results of 
a mail survey conducted this past years was explained by Mr. Olinde. 
Hearing no questions. Chairman Cattle,asked Mr. Olinde to read the 
Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner 
Babin made a motion to accept the Resolution and it was seconded by 
Commissioner Kelly.

Mr. Donald Courville asked Mr. Olinde what contributed to the 
decline in turkey populations, was it timber practicing and 
harvesting? Mr. Olinde stated, on a large scale, the decrease was 
mainly caused by a decline in habitatsguality and disease to some 
extent.

Alter hearing no turther discussion, the motion was accepted 
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Notice of Intent is made a part of 
the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 6, 1998

The iollowina-was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Comifllssion at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouae

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish a hunting 
season in 1999 for turkeys, and
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WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession 
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting, 
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds 
is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and 
conservation of wild turkeys and allow for recreational 
opportunities for sport hunting on both public and 
private lands, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules, regulations, 
season dates, and bag limits, affecting sport hunting of 
wild turkeys are hereby adopted as a Notice ofx Intent by 
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La, Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries

NOTICE1: OF INTENT
!  ..A x iv '" Jii?

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and ##sheri## Commission at its August meeting 
does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate rules and 
regulations governing the hunting of wild turkeys.

1999 TURKEY HUNTING SEASON SCHEDULE

Daily limit is one gobbler, three gobblers per season. Still 
hunting only. Use of dogs, baiting, electronic calling devices and 
live decoys is illegal. Turkeys may be hunted with shotguns, 
including muzzlcloading shotguns, using shot not larger than #2 
lead or BB steel shot, and bow and arrow but by no other means. 
Shooting turkeys from a moving or stationary vehicle is prohibited. 
Shotguns capable of holding more than three shells prohibited.

No person shall hunt, trap or take turkeys by the aid of 
baiting or o n :or over any baited area. Baiting means placing, 
exposing, depositing or scattering of corn (shelled, shucked or 
unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed so as to 
constitute a lure, attraction or enticement to, on or over any 
areas where hunters are attempting to take turkeys.

A baited area is any area where corn (shelled, shucked or 
unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed capable of 
luring, attracting or enticing turkeys is directly or indirectly
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placed, exposed, deposited, distributed or scattered. Such areas 
remain baited areas for 15 days following complete removal of all 
such corn, wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed.

Wildlife agents are authorized to close such baited areas and 
to place signs in the immediate vicinity designating closed zones 
and dates of closure.

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries strongly ̂ discourages 
“feeding” agricultural grains to wild turkeys as this practice 
increases the risk of birds contracting potentially lethal 
diseases. Repeatedly placing grain in the same area may exposj| 
otherwise healthy birds to disease contaminated soils, grain 
containing lethal toxins and other diseased turkeys using the same 
feeding site. Properly distributed food plots (clovers, wheat, 
millet and chufa) are far more desirable for turkeys and have the 
added benefit of appealing to a wide variety of wildlife.

It is unlawful to take from the wild or possess in captivity 
any live wild turkeys or their eggs. No pen raised turkeys from 
within or without the state shall be liberated (released) within 
the state.

All licensed turkey hunters are required to have a Turkey 
Stamp in their possession whifi turkey hunting in addition to basic 
and big game licenses.

STATEWT® TURK# HUNTjpG AREAS

Shooting Hours: one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour 
after sunset.

1999 TURKEY HUNTING SEASON 

Open Only in the Following Areas

Area A
. March 27-April 25 

All of the Following Parishes Are Open:

East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Grant (Exception: See 
Kisatchie National Forest hunting schedule for National Forest 
dates), Livingston, Natchitoches (Exception: See Kisatchie National 
Forest hunting schedule for National Forest dates), Rapides 
(Exception: See Kisatchie National Forest hunting schedule for 
National Forest dates), St. Helena, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, 
Washington, West Bation Rouge, West Feliciana (including Raccourci 
Island).

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Also Open:

13



Allen: North of La. 26 from DeRidder to the junction of La. 
104 and north of La. 104.

Avoyelles: That portion bounded on the east by the 
Atchafalaya River northward from Simmesport, on the north by Red 
River to the Brouillette Community, on the west by La. 452 from 
Brouillette to La. 1 eastward to Simmesport, EXCEPT that portion 
surrounding Pomme de Terre WMA, bounded on the north-east and 
south by La. 451, on the west by the Big Bend;:. Levee from its 
junction at the Bayou des Glaise structure east of Bordelonville 
southward to its junction with La. 451.

Beauregard: North of La. 26 east of DeRidder, west of Hw^f 
171 from the junction of Hwy. 26 south to Calcasieu Parish.

Calcasieu: West of U.S. 171 north of 1-10 and north of 1-10 
from the junction of U.S. 171 to Texas state line.

Caldwell: West of Ouachita River southward to Catahoula 
Parish line, east and north of La. 126 and south and west of La. 
127.

Catahoula: West of Ouachita River south#00d to La. 559 at 
Duty Ferry, north of La. 559 to La. 124, south and west of La. 124 
from Duty Ferry to La. 8 at Harrisonburg and north of La. 8 to La. 
126, north and east of La. 126. ALSO that portion lying east of La. 
15. Jf

Concordia: That portion east ofsHwy. 15 and west of Hwy. 65 
from its juncture withfpwy. 15 at Clayton.

Evangeline: North .and west of La. 115, north of La. 106 from 
St. Landry to La. 11, west of La. 13 from Pine Prairie to Mamou and 
north of La. 104 west of Mamou.

Franklin: That portion lying east of Hwy. 17 and east of Hwy. 
15 from its juncture with Hwy. 17 at Winnsboro.

Iberville: West ot La. Hwy. 1. EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA 
tor special season dates on all state, federal and private lands 
within Sherburne-boundaries.

LaSalle: All lands lying west of La. 127 from the Caldwell 
Parish line to the junction of La. 124; south of La. 124 to the 
junction of La. 124 and 126; west of La. 126 to the junction with
T. a. 503; north of La. 503 to Summerville; west of La. 127 from 
Summerville to Little River. Also that portion of land east of La. 
126 from the Caldwell Parish line to the Catahoula Parish line.

Madison: That portion lying west of U.S. Hwy. 65 and south of
U. S. Hwy. 80.
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Pointe Coupee: All except that portion bounded on the west by
La. 77 and La. 10, northward from U.S. 190 to La. 1 at Morganza, on 
the north and east by La. 1 to its junction with La. 78 and by La. 
78 from Parlang to U.S. 190. Further EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA 
for special season dates on all state, federal and private lands 
within Sherburne boundaries.

Richland: That portion south of U.S. Hwy. 80 and east of Hwy.
17.

Sabine: That portion north of Hwy. 6 from Toledo Bend Lake to
Many? east of Hwy. 171 from Many to the Vernon Parish line.

St. Landry: That portion bounded on the north by U.S. 190,
west by the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee. ALSO that 
portion of the parish bounded on the north by La. 10 from the West 
Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee to Burton's Lake, on the east by 
Burton's Lake, on the south by Petite Prairie Bayou to its junction 
with the old O.G. Railroad right-of-way then by the O.G.R.R. right- 
of-way westward to U.S. 71 and on the west by the West Atchafalaya 
Guide Levee to its junction with La* 10, EXCEPT the Indian Bayou 
tract owned by the U.S. Corps of Engineers.

Upper St. Martin: All within the Atchafalaya Basin.
EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA sfbr special season dates on all state, 
federal and private lands within Sherburne boundaries.

Tensas: That portion west of Hwy. 65 from the Concordia
Parish line to its juncture with Hwy. 128, north of La. 128 to St. 
Joseph; west and north of La. *05, o04 and 3078 northward to Port 
Gibson Ferry. Also all lands lying oast of the main channel of the 
Mississippi River.

Vernon: That portion east of Hwy. 171 from the Sabine Parish 
line to the junction o£ Hwy. Ill, south of Hwy. Ill westward to 
Hwy. 392, and south ot Hwy. 392 westward to the Sabine Parish line. 
Exception: See Kisatchie National Forest hunting schedule for
season ,>dates.

Winn: Only that portion within the boundaries of the National
Catanoula Wildlife Management Preserve. Exception: See Kisatchie 
National Forest Hunting schedule for Catahoula Wildlife Management 
Preserve season dates.

Area B
April 3-April 18

All of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Bienville, Bossier, Claiborne, Lincoln, Red River, Webster, 
Including Caney Ranger District of Kisatchie National Forest.
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Caddo: That portion north of La. 2 from the Texas state line 
to U.S. 71, east of U.S. 71 from La. 2 to 1-20, south of 1-20 from 
U.S. 71 to U.S. 171, and east of U.S. 171 to the DeSoto Parish 
line.

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Open:

DeSoto: That portion east of U.S. 171 from the CaeBo Parish 
line to U.S. 84 and south of U.S. 84.

Jackson: West of Parish Road 243 from Lincoln Parish line to 
Parish Road 238, west and south of Parish Road 233 to La. 144, west 
of La. 144 to La. 34, west of La. 3 4 to Chatham, north and west dE 
La. 4 from Chatham to Weston, north and west of La. 505 from Weston 
to Wyatt, west of U.S. 167 from Wyatt to Winn*Parish line.

Ouachita: East of La. 143 from Union Parish line to Bayou 
Darbonne, north of Bayou Darbonne to the Ouachita River, west of 
the Ouachita River from the mouth of Bayou Darbonne northward to 
the Union Parish line. -w

Morehouse: West of U.S. 165 from the Arkansas line to Bonita, 
north and west of La. 140 to junction of La. 830-4 (Cooper Lake 
Road), west of La. 830-4 to Bastrop, north of U*S. 165 from Bastrop 
to Ouachita Parish line.

Union: West of La.. 15 fro#' Ouachita Parish line to La. 33 
west of Farmerville, north of La. 33 to La. 2 at Farmerville, north 
and east of La. 2 to La* 143 at Crossroads, east of La. 143 to the 
Ouachita Parish line. If

Area c
March 27-April 4

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Ascension: All east of the Mississippi River.

Avoyelles: That portion surrounding Pomme de Terre WMA, 
bounded on the north, east and south by La. 451, on the west by the 
Big Bend Levee from its junction at the Bayou des Glaise structure 
easlf of Bordelonfpille southward to its junction with La. 451.

Concordia: North and east of Sugar Mill Chute (Concordia 
Parish) fro# the state line westward to Red River, east of Red 
River northward to Cocodrie Bayou, east of Cocodrie Bayou northward 
to U*S. Hwy. 84, south of U.S. Hwy. 84 eastward to La. Hwy. 15 
(Ferriday) , east of La. Hwy. 15 northward to U.S. Hwy. 65 
(Clayton), east of U.S. Hwy. 65 northward to Tensas Parish line.

Iberville: All east of the Mississippi River.
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St. Landry: That portion bounded on the south by La. 10, on 
the west by the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee, on the 
east by La. 105, and on the north by the Avoyelles Parish line.

Tensas: East and south of U.S. Hwy. 65 from Concordia Parish 
line to Hwy. 128, south of Hwy. 128 to St. Joseph, east and south 
of La. Hwy. 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port Gibson Ferry.

,.<iF
1999 WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA TURKEY HUNT IN G*:. REGUIi&T I ON S

GENERAL

The following rules and regulations concerning management,^ 
protection and harvest of wildlife have been officially approves 
and adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance 
with the authority provided in Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, 
Section 109 of Title 56. Failure to comply with these Regulations 
will subject the individual to citation and/or expulsion from the 
management area.

Only those Wildlife Management Areas listed are open to turkey 
hunting.

All trails and roads designated as AT7 Only shall be closed to 
ATVs from March 1 through September 15. ATV off-road or trail 
travel is prohibited. Walk-in hunting only (bicycles permitted), 
unless opened by sign on trail.

Bag limits on WMAs are part of the season bag limit. The bag 
limit for turkeys on Wildlife Management Areas is one per area, not 
to exceed two per season for all WMAs. The bag limit for turkeys 
is one gobbler per day and three gobblers per season including 
those taken on WMAs.

PERMITS

Self-Clearing Remits: All turkey hunts, including lottery 
hunts, are self-clearing and all hunters must check in daily by 
picking up a permit from a self-clearing station. Upon completion 
of each daily hunt, the hunter must check out by completing the 
hunter report portion of the permit and depositing it in the check
out box at a sel£*-clearing station before exiting the WMA.

Lottery Hunts: Bayou Macon, Dewey Wills, Georgia-Pacific, 
Loggy Bayou, Sabine,’Sherburne, Sicily Island and Tunica Hills WMAs 
are restricted to those persons selected as a result of the pre- 
application Lottery. Deadline for receiving applications is 
January 31, 1999. Application fee of $5 must be sent with each 
application. Applicants may submit only one application and will 
be selected for one WMA Turkey Lottery Hunt annually. Submitting 
more than one application will result in disqualification. Contact 
any district office for applications. Hunters must abide by self
clearing permit requirements.
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Requests for information on WMA regulations, permits, lottery 
hunt applications and maps may be directed to any district office: 
[District 1 —  P.0. Box 915, Minden, 71055; 318/371-3050]; [District
2 —  368 Century Park Drive, Monroe, 71203; 318/343-4044]; [District
3 —  1995 Shreveport Hwy., Pineville, 71360; 318/487-5885] ; 
[District 4 —  P.O. Box 426, Ferriday, 71334; 318/757-4571] ; 
[District 5 —  1213 N. Lakeshore Dr., Lake Charles, 70601; 318/491- 
2575]; [District 6 —  5652 Highway 182, Opelousas, 70570; >318/948- 
0255]; [District 7 —  P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, 70898; 504/765- 
2360].

Wildlife Management Turkey Hunting Schedule*

WMA Season Dates ||̂ ermit|F'""
Requirements

Lottery
Dates**

Bayou Macon April 3-April 4 Self-clearing April 3-4
Bens Creekt March 27-April 18 Self-clearing None
Big Lake March 27-April 4 S.ei f-clea ring None
Bodcau April 3-April 18 Self-clearing None
Boeuf March 27-April## Self-clearing None
Boise Vernon March 2 7-April 18 <:fS e 1 f-clearing None
Camp
Beauregard

March 27,??April IfF Self.Jclearing None

Dewey Wills March 27-April 4 Seif-clearing March 27-28 
March 29-31

Fort Polk March 27-April 25 Self-clearing None
Georgia-
Pacific

April 3-April 11 Self-clearing April 3-4

Grassy Lake March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Jacksbn-
Biilfville

April 3-April 18 Self-clearing None

Little River March 27-April 10 Self-clearing None
Loggy Bayou lEpril 10-April 11 

■April 17-April 18
Self-clearing April 10-11 

April 17-18
Pearl River March 27-April 11 Self-clearing None
Reason Ridge March 27-April 25 Self-clearing None
Pomme de 
Terre

March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
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Red River March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Sabine March 27-March 28 

April 3-April 4
Self-clearing March 27-28 

April 3-4
Sandy
Hollowf

March 27-April 18 Self-clearing None

Sherburne March 27-April 4 Self-clearing , March 27-28 
March 29-31

Sicily
Island

March 27-March 28 
April 3-April 4 
April 10-April 11

Self-clearing March 27-28 
April 3-4 J
April 10-11 ™

Three Rivers March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Tunica Hills March 27-March 28 

April 3-April 4 
April 10-April 11

Self-clearing March 27-28 
April 3-4 
April 10-11

♦Only those Wildlife Management Areas listed have a turkey 
hunting season. All other areas are CLOSED. For seasons on 
smaller lands managed by the Department Of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
contact the local district office.

** The deadline for receiving applications for all turkey 
Lottery Hunts on WMAs is Januaryjpl, 1999.

f No turkey hunting within 100 yards of food plots identified 
by two yellow paint rings around the nearest tree.

Kisatchie National Forest Turkey Hunting Schedule: Caney 
Ranger District, April .3-18; Winn Ranger District closed except 
Catahoula Wildlilc Management Preserve, March 27-April 18; all 
other Kisatchie National Forest Districts, March 27-April 18.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 24: .

The Secretary ol the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to tike any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and 
the J inal Rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 
Fiscal and Economic Impact Statement, the filing of the Notice of 
Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondences to other agencies of government.

Additionally, interested persons may submit written comments 
relative to the proposed rule until October 23, 1998 to Hugh A. 
Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70898.
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Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

Reconvening from a break. Major Keith LaCaze stated he 
provided a copy of the Monthly Law Enforcement Report and Aviation 
Report for July. The report included, as requested, the town where 
the region offices are located and the list of parishes in that 
region. The grand total of citations issued statewide? for the 
month of July was 1,825 with the primary violations being in the 
area of boating. The aviation report showed the 210 plane with 
zero hours, this was because the pilot transferred to another

Major LaCaze stated he attended the- Mississippi Flyway CotrnSil 
Meeting and they reviewed the waterfowl^related citations issued in 
the Flyway. The biggest violations was use or possession of lead 
shot, illegal shooting hours and hunting without required stamps. 
Of the 3,836 citations issued in the Flywayf 686 or 17.8 percent 
were issued in Louisiana. Commissioner Babin asked if Louisiana 
has a lot more hunters than the other estates in the Flyway? Major 
LaCaze stated there is a lot more hunter participation in 
Louisiana. Chairman Cattle asked if agents issue warnings? Major 
LaCaze stated they are in the process of creating a warning 
citation and will start issuing written warnings this year. 
Secretary Jenkins stated the.warnings equal to about 50 percent of 
the total tickets for the . Flyway and if you include the warning 
tickets, the total percent for Louisiana would drop to about 11 
percent.

Mr. Don Lee presented the next agenda item. Rule - Netting 
Prohibition, John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou Reservoir. A Notice of 
Intent was passed in April to prohibit netting in this 2,500 acre 
reservoir located in Red River Parish. The reservoir is included 
in the Quality Lake Management System. The local Lake Commission 
requested the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopt a rule to 
prohibit netting. Since there is no significant commercial fishery 
in the reservoir, and there was no response to public comments on 
the proposed rule, Mr. Lee asked the Commission to adopt the rule 
prohibiting netting. Commissioner Babin made a motion to accept 
the Rule. Commissioner Hanchey seconded the motion and it passed 
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Rule is made a 
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts a rule 
prohibiting commercial netting in the John K. Kelly - Grand Bayou 
Reservoir.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 
Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and commercial Fishing 
§185. Netting Prohibition, John K. Kelly - Grand Bayou Reservoir

The Louisiana Wildlife and FlBherie#1"'' Commission hereby 
prohibits the possession and/or use of commercial nets, including, 
but not limited to, gill nets, trammel nets, tlagg nets, hoop nets, 
wire nets and fish seines in John K. Kelly - Grand Bayou Reservoir 
located in Red River Parish.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in^accorJance with,R.S. 56:22(B).
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries commission, LR 24: (August 
1998).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency on the 1998 Fall Shrimp Season was 
given by Mr. Mark Sehexnayder. Based on biological samples, the 
white shrimp in all inshore waters will average 100 count or larger 
by mid-August. With this information and from staff
recommendations, the Division suggested opening the fall shrimp 
season statewide at sunrise, August 17, 1998 and to close at
sunset, December 21, 1998 With one exception. This exception is 
leaving the waters of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds open until March 
31, 1999, Also, Mr. Schexnayder requested the Commission grant the 
Secretary authority to change the closing date if data indicates or 
an enforcement problem exists. Chairman Gattle then asked Mr. 
Schexhayder to read che Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the 
Resolution. CoSnilsioner Babin made a motion to accept the 
Resolution and it was seconded by Commissioner McCall. Chairman 
Gattle asked if Zones 1, 2 and 3 will open at the same time and 
close at the... same time except for that portion in Zone 1? 
Commissioner Babin stated the waters of Breton and Chandeleur 
Sounds are still open and is basically open waters for the State. 
Hearing no further discussion, the motion passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)
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RESOLUTION

1998 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season 
adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to set no less than two shrimp seasons each 
calendar year for all inside waters by zone; and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on 
biological and technical data which indicates that 
marketable shrimp are available; and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white 
shrimp is 100 (whole shrimp) count per pound, except 
during the time period from October fifteenth through the 
third Monday in December when thorc shall be no count; 
and

WHEREAS, historical and current biological sampling conducted by 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated 
that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp zones will 
average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid-August; 
now v&r

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby set the 1998 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season by 
public notice in accordance with R.S. 56:497, to open 
statewide at official sunrise August 17, 1998.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby set the closing date for the 1998 Fall Inshore 
Shrimp Season at official sunset Monday, December 21, 
1998 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as 
described in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain open 
until 6:00 a.m., March 31, 1999. The Commission also 
grants authority to the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date if 
biological and technical data indicate the need to do so 
or if #Bfbfcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1998 
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season is attached to and made a part 
of this resolution.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
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Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows 
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures 
to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than|?two open 
seasons each year for all inside waters, the Wildlife anS"Fisheries 
Commission does hereby set the 1998 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to 
open as follows:

Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from t#& 
Mississippi State line westward to the eastern shore of South Pafss 
of the Mississippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to 
the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh 
Island, and

Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Palp at Marsh Island 
westward to the Texas State Line,

all to open at official sunrise August 17/ ,1998.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1998 
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season at officialjsunset Monday, December 21, 
1998 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as described 
in R.S. 56:495.1 A.<2>, which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m. 
March 32 , 3 999. The Commission also grants authority to the 
Secretary of the Departaent of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the 
closing date it biological and technical data indicate the need to 
do so or if enforcement problems develop.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

Mr. non uugas handled the Declaration of Emergency for the 
1998-99 Oyster Season, Public Grounds. The season to be set is on 
the public grounds, should not be confused with the leased areas, 
within the timeframe prescribed by law. There are approximately 2 
million acres %of public oyster grounds. Mr. Dugas then recommended 
opening an^area east of the Mississippi River, the sacking area 
only of Lake Machias and Lake Fortuna, Bay Junop and an area in the Vermilion Bay-Atchafalaya Complex on September 9. The Sister Lake 
area in Terrebonne Parish has a good supply and it was recommended 
to open for a 12 day period from October 5 through October 16, 1998. The Calcasieu tonging area is recommended to open October 16, 1998 and run through April 30, 1999. Commissioner Babin asked 
what area is Sister Lake alternated with? Mr. Ron Dugas stated
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Sister Lake is alternated with Bay Junop. Chairman Cattle asked 
how many acres are in the public grounds? Mr. Dugas stated there 
is approximately 2 million acres. Then the Chairman asked how many 
acres of leased grounds are there? Mr. Dugas answered 400,000 
acres. Then he stated approximately 80,000 sacks were harvested 
from the Calcasieu area which is almost double that taken from the 
previous season. Commissioner McCall made a motion to accept the 
Resolution. Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion and it was 
approved with no opposition.

(The full text ot the Resolution and 
Declarat:Ugjpbf Lmergoncy is made 
part of the record,) ^

RESOLUTION!! J r

1998/99 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds 
Adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
August 6, 1998

Louisiana Department of Wiidiife and Fisheries

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
may be opened on theeWednesday following Labor Day which 
in 1998 is September 9, andi

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservation" have been surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and

WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:4338 to mandate a sacking area only on the Public 
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of 
Plaquemines and St, Bernard Parishes.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed 
Grounds, Bay Gardens, Hackberry Bay, and Bay Junop Oyster 
Seed Reservations not currently under lease will open 
one-half hour before sunrise on September 9, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Sister Lake Oyster Seed 
Reservation will be open for 12 days only from one-half 
hour before sunrise October 5, 1998 to one-half hour
after sunset October 16, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public 
grounds is generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to a 
line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at 
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.

24



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency 
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities 
are occurring or to delay the season or close areas where 
significant spat catch has occurred with good probability 
of survival, or where it is found that there are 
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the 
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended, and ^

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for CaJcasieu and Sabine 
Lake tongihg areas will open one-half hour before sunrise 
on October 16, 1998 and remain open until one-half hour 
after sunset on April 30, 1999#

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice Of any Opening, delaying or 
closing of a season will be made by public notice at 
least 72 hours prior to such action.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman James H* Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Jf Fisheries

DEgipkTIorfoF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the 
authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1 notice is hereby given 
that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and 
the Wildlife and Fisheri^ Commission hereby declares:

..S. The Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently under lease, 
Bay Junop, Bay Gardene Oyster and Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed 
Reservations will open one-half hour before sunrise September 9, 
1998.

2. The Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation will be open for 
12 days only ::from October 5 to October 16, 1998.

3. A designated sacking only area east of the Mississippi 
River will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 9, 1998. 
The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally Lake 
Fortune and Lake Machias to a line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt. 
Gardner to Grace Pt. at the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.

25



4. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
is authorized to take emergency action if necessary, to close areas 
if oyster mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close 
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, or where it is found that there are 
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads.

5. The Secretary is authorized to take emergency.J|tction to 
reopen areas previously closed if the threat ,*to the resource 
subsides.

6. The Calcasieu and Sabine Lake tonging areas will open 
one-half hour before sunrise on October 16, 1996 and remain open 
until one-half hour after sunset on April 3 0, ji§99.

7. Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season 
will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such 
action.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.
Chairman

A Rule on the Dealer Receipt Form began with Mr. Joey Shepard 
stating a Notice of Intent was approved in April. There were no 
written comments received g f t h e  Notice of Intent. Mr. Shepard 
then informed the Commission of one addition since the Notice of 
Intent and that was adding “8. jiurati# of trip". Commissioner 
Babin asked what is the penalEy for liaise information on the 
documents and where does the burden lie? Mr. Don Puckett stated 
the burden will be with the Department to demonstrate that someone 
intentionally falsified. Lt* Jeff Wayne stated failure to report 
commercial information is a Class III violation. The fine for 
filing false documents is a felony, $1,000 to $3,000. Chairman 
Cattle asked if a motion was needed to ratify the rule? 
Commissioner Kelly made such a motion and it was seconded by 
Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Rule is made a
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby amend a Rule 
(IiAC 7G:VII. 201) implementing dealer receipt forms, and repeal a 
Rule (LAC 76:VII.203) implementing the commercial fisherman's sales 
report form. Authority for adoption of the Rule is included in 
R.S. 56:303.7(3), 56:306.4(E) and 56:345.

Title 76
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WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 2. General Provisions
§201. Commercial Fisherman’s Sales Card; Dealer Receipt Form-Design 
and Use

A. The “Commercial Fisherman's Sales Card" shall be provided 
by the Department in lieu of the commercial fisherman's license. 
The card will be embossed with the following information:

1. Commercial fisherman's name; «. *
2. Commercial license number;
3. Commercial fisherman's social security number;
4. Expiration date;
5. Residency status.

B. The card shall be presented: by the commercial fisherman 
to the dealer at the time of sale or transfer of possession of the 
catch.

C. The dealer receipt form shall be a three-part numbered 
form provided by the Department. The dealer receipt form shall be 
completed when fish are purchased or received from commercial 
fishermen. The receipt form shal#represent the actual transaction 
between the commercial fisherman and the dealer. The dealer shall 
fill out the receipt form in 1#' s entirety containing all of the 
information required in §20l*D and B with the exception of the 
commercial fisherman's signature that shall be recorded by the 
fisherman. The "Dealer's Copy" of the receipt shall be maintained 
on file at the dealer's place of business or where the fish are 
received. The dealer shall maintain the receipts for a period of 
3 years. The "Department Copy" portion of the dealer receipt form 
shall be returned to the Department by the dealer by the tenth of 
each month to include purchases made during the previous month. 
Along with the receipts for each month, the dealer shall submit a 
"Monthly Submission Sheet" provided by the Department that 
certifies that the transactions submitted represent all of the 
transactions by that dealer from commercial fishermen for that 
particular month. The "Monthly Submission Sheet” shall fulfill the 
reporting requirements in R.S. 56:345. The dealer shall mail 
completed receipt forms to a pre-determined address designated by 
the Department. Dealers are responsible for obtaining dealer 
receipt forms from the Department by calling a pre-determined phone 
number.

D. The commercial fisherman is responsible for providing the 
following information to the dealer at the time of sale or transfer 
of possession of the catch.
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1. Commercial fisherman*s name?
2. Commercial fisherman's license number;
3. Information on commercial gear used?
4. Information on vessel used ?
5. Information on location fished?
6. Permit numbers for species requiring a permit to

harvest;
7. Commercial fisherman's signature?
8. Duration of trip.

E. The dealer is responsible for recording On the dealer 
receipt form that information provided by the commercial fisherman 
in §201.D and is responsible for the following information at ttil 
time of sale or transfer of possession of thereatch„

1. Dealer's name?
2. Dealer's license number;
3. Commercial fisherman's name;
4. Commercial fisherman's license number;
5. Species purchased;
6. Quantity and units of each species purchased?
7. Size -and condition of each species purchased;
8. Transaction date;
9. Unit price of each species purchased?
10. Dealer's signature;
11. Permit numbers for* species requiring a permit to

harvest;
12. Commercial fisherman's signature.

F. Dealers may designate an agent to sign the dealer receipt 
form for:,, them however, in all cases the dealer shall remain 
responsible for the actions of their agent.

G. All records and receipt forms shall be available and 
produced upon demand to any duly authorized agent of the Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries Law Enforcement Division or department 
auditor.

Effective date of §201.A and B is upon publication in the 
Louisiana Register. Effective date for §201.C-G will be January 1, 
1999.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
5b:303.7(B), 56:306,4(E) and 56:345.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 18:81 (January 
1992), repromulgated LR 18:198 (February 1992), amended LR 20:323 
(March 1994), amended by the Office of Fisheries, LR 21:477 (May 
1995), LR 22:373 (May 1996), amended by the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission LR 24: (August 1998).

§203• Commercial Fisherman's Sales Report Form
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Repealed.
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.

56:345(B).
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 18:82 (January 
1992), repromulgated LR 18:198 (February 1992), amended LR 20:323 
(March 1994) , amended by the Office of Fisheries, LR 2l|s477 (May 
1995), LR 22:373 (May 1996), repealed by the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission LR 24: (August 1998).

Thomas M.aGattle, Jr. ..;W
Chairman#:#

Mr. Harry Blanchet presented the Notice of Intent - Harvest 
Regulations on Billfishes. This action will establish rules for 
billfish which are large, offshore, saltwater fish with very long 
noses. These include swordfish, sailtish and marlins. The vast 
majority of the harvest comes from Federal waters offshore. These 
regulations will be compatible with those regulations offshore to 
enhance enforcement. Mr. Blanchet felt this Department gets 
information on regulations out to the public better than the 
Federal Government. He then went over several^ portions of the 
Notice of Intent, such as the minimum size limits, permits for the 
commercial harvest of swordfjph, recreational permits for those who 
fish tournaments that hafvest billfish.es, creel limits for 
swordfish and seasonal closures. Chairman Cattle asked if there 
were regulations for permits now for the taking of these fish? Mr. 
Blanchet stated no, but there is a federal requirement for the 
permits to be there. Then Chairman Cattle asked Mr. Blanchet to 
explain the permits. He also asked what was the contemplated cost 
for the permits and what is the cost of the federal permit now? 
Mr. Blanchet read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the 
Resolution. Commissioner Babin made a motion to accept the 
Resolution. Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion and it passed 
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
' Notice of Intent is made a part of

the record.)

RESOLUTION

■ BILLFISH HARVEST RULES

WHEREAS# the billfish fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico off the 
coast of Louisiana are primarily managed by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and

WHEREAS, regulations promulgated by NMFS are applicable in waters 
of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the U.S., 
generally three miles offshore, and
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WHEREAS, NMFS has adopted size limits and permit regulations for 
billfishes harvested in the EEZ off of Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, adoption of compatible regulations for Louisiana state 
waters would enhance effectiveness and enforceability of 
the regulations already in place for billfishes harvested 
in the EEZ off of Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife an# Fisheries 
Commission may set possession limits, quotas, places, 
seasons, times, size limits and daily take Limits based 
upon biological and technical data limits for saltwater 
finfish,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife rind Fisheries 
Commission hereby promulgates a Notice of Intent to 
provide for size limits, bag limits, permit regulations, 
and a framework for seasonal closures for billfishes in 
Louisiana state waters is attached to and made part of 
this resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all 
necessary steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate 
and effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule, 
including but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statementsjf the filing of the notice 
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports 
and correspondence to other agencies of government.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife :and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice 
of intent to promulgate a rule (LAC 76:VII.355) providing for 
regulations on the harvest of billfishes, including marlins, 
sailtish and swordfish. Authority for adoption of this Rule is 
included in R.S. 56:6(25)(a), 56:326.1 and 56:326.3.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
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Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 
§355. Harvest Regulations - Billfishes

l M

A. The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby adopt the following rules and regulations regarding the 
harvest of billfishes including marlins, sailfish and swordfish 
within and without Louisiana's territorial waters. For ppposes of 
this Section, the following words and phrases have tKe meaning 
ascribed to them in this subsection, unless the context clearly 
shows a different meaning:

Carcass Length: curved measure from posterior edge dr 
gill opening to anterior portion of caudal keel:

Dressed Weight: the weight of the carcass aftor it has 
been gutted, headed, and finned.

Lower Jaw Fork Length (LJFL)i straight-line length from 
the tip of the lower jaw to the fork of the tail.

Trip: a fishing trip, regardless of the number of days 
duration, that begins with departure from a dtopk, berth, beach, 
seawall or ramp and that terminates with returf to a dock, berth, 
beach, seawall or ramp.

B. Minimum Size Limits: jtb person shall possess any fish 
smaller than the minimum size limit. IF

Species

1. Blue Marlin.

2. White Marlin

3. Sailfish

4. Swordfish

Minimum Size Limit

96 inches Lower Jaw Fork Length 
(LJFL)
66 inches Lower Jaw Fork Length 
(LJFL)
57 inches Lower Jaw Fork Length 
(LJFL)
29 inches carcass length or 33 
pounds dressed weight

C. Recreational Creel Limit: Recreational fishing vessels 
shall not possess more than five swordfish per vessel per trip. 
Swordfish taken under a recreational bag limit shall not be sold, 
purchased, exchanged, bartered, or attempted to be sold, purchased, 
exchanged or bartered.

D. Gamefish: Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 56 
§327(A)(1)(b)(i) designates sailfish (Istiophorus platypterus), 
blue marlin (Makaira nigricans), black marlin fMakaira indica), 
striped marlin (Tetrapturus audaxl, hatchet marlin (Tetrapturus 
spp.\ r and white marlin (Tetrapturus albidus) as saltwater 
gamefish. This rule does not affect the designation of gamefish
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status, which is retained by the legislature (R.S. 56:6(25)(a)). 
Vessels engaged in commercial fishing shall not possess any of 
these species.

E. Permits

1. Recreational: Tournament operators: A person 
conducting a tournament involving scorekeeping or awards for 
Atlantic billfish (whether or not retained), must register with the 
National Marine Fisheries Service.

2. Commercial - Swordfish: *.

a. The owner of a vessel of the United States Sr 
a vessel that fishes for or possesses swordfish, or takes swordfish 
as incidental catch, regardless of whether retained, must possess 
a valid commercial permit issued by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic 
Swordfish. This permit must be aboard fchu vessel and available for 
inspection by agents of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Enforcement Division. The captain ol the vessel is also 
responsible to ensure the validity and possession of the permit 
aboard the vessel before retaining, possessing, selling or 
attempting to sell swordfish.

b. A Wholesale/Retail dealer who first receives 
swordfish must have been issued a valid? dealer permit under the 
Federal Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Swordfish. This 
dealer permit must be in possession of,:: the Wholesale/Retail dealer 
and available for inspection Ly agents of the Department of 
Wildlife5and Fisheries Enforcement Division.

F .  All persons fishing for swordfish, or persons receiving 
any swordfish from fishermen, who do not possess a permit issued by 
the National Marine Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery 
Management Plan tor Atlantic Swordfish shall not sell, barter, 
trade, exchange or attempt to sell, barter, trade or exchange any 
swordfish, or possess any swordfish in excess of a recreational 
creel::# imit.

G. No person aboard any vessel shall transfer or cause the 
transfer of swordfish between vessels on state or federal waters.

H. No person shall purchase, sell, exchange, barter or 
attempt to purchase, sell, exchange, or barter any swordfish in 
excess of any possession limit for which a commercial permit was 
issued*

I. Seasonal Closures. The Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is hereby authorized to close any 
recreational or commercial fishery for marlins or swordfish, within 
and without Louisiana's territorial waters, when the Secretary is
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notified by the National Marine Fisheries Service that the seasonal 
quota for that species and fishery has been met. The closure order 
shall close the fishery until the date projected for the re-opening 
of that fishery in the adjacent Federal waters. The Secretary is 
also hereby authorized to modify any such closure order to maintain 
consistency with re-opening dates in the adjacent Federal waters, 
should the Federal closure dates be modified.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:6(25)(a), 56:326.1 and 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 24: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 
proposed Rule to: Harry Blanchet, Marine Fisheries Division,
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 980S0, Baton Rouge, LA 
70898-9000, prior to October 1, 1998,

' Thomas M. J&attle, Jr.
Chairmani|

National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation was the next item 
and was handled by Ms. Marianne Burke. The date for National 
Hunting and Fishing Day is set for September 26, 1998. Louisiana 
has four Sites and includeBaton Rouge, Minden, Monroe and 
Natchitoches. This day is the largest public relations event for 
this Department. Commissioner Babin stated this is a great program 
and the Department does a good job. Chairman Cattle concurred and 
encouraged as many people as possible to participate in this event. 
Ms. Burke road tho Therefore portion of the Proclamation. 
Commissioner McCall made a motion to accept the Proclamation and it 
was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed with no 
opposition.

(The full text of the Proclamation 
is made a part of the record.)

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Louisianians are blessed with an abundance and diversity 
of game, fish and seafood that hunters, fishers and 
commercial industries have long appreciated and
recognized the need to conserve, and
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WHEREAS, revenues raised by sportsmen and commercial industries 
have successfully returned some animal species that faced 
extinction or were threatened or endangered by 
environmental conditions often imposed by people to 
healthy populations; and

WHEREAS, hunters and anglers have a long history of contributing 
to conservation efforts statewide and nationwide, 
contributing more than $12 billion to conservation 
programs during the past half a century through license 
fees and self-imposed excise taxes, and

WHEREAS, a recent survey by the U.S. Department of the Interior's 
Fish and Wildlife Service indicated that 5G percent of 
all Louisianians participate in some type of fish or 
wildlife-related activity, and

WHEREAS, latest figures indicate that the total economic impact of 
wildlife-related activities, including hunting and non
consumptive usage, in Louisiana is more than $1 billion 
and that Louisianians directly spend $656 million on 
hunting and other wildlife-associated recreation, and

WHEREAS, Louisiana residents?: have spent an $29.4 million on 
fishing and huntin#!icenses during the last three years, 
and

WHEREAS, the state's warm Gulf waters and fertile estuarine 
systems are home to more than 100 commercially valuable 
seafood species, making Louisiana's marine fisheries one 
of the most important in the nation with more than 1.4 
billion pounds landed annually for a dockside value of 
approximately $306 million, with more than 150,000 people 
directly and indirectly employed in harvesting, 
processing, wholesaling, and distribution of Louisiana 
seafood;

THEREFORE I, Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman of the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission, State of Louisiana, hereby proclaim 
Saturday, September 26, 1998 as the

::f :> 14th ANNUAL 
LOUISIANA NATIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING DAY

throughout the state of Louisiana in recognition of the 
economic contributions of the hunting and fishing 
industry and in acknowledgment of the sport enjoyed by so 
many of our citizens.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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Chairman Cattle then asked for Division Reports♦ Secretary 
Jenkins stated he provided each Commissioner with a newspaper 
article on extending state waters out to 9 miles. This has been an 
on-going discussion with the Department, the Governor's Office and 
Congress for several weeks. Secretary Jenkins stated this 
Department could not take on Coast Guard duty with no new monies 
and no time. A rough estimate to take on this additional duty was 
several million dollars. The Governor agreed with Secretary 
Jenkins. He concluded stating it was voted down**:.

After several minutes of discussion, the Commissioners decided 
to hold the December 1998 Meeting on Thursday, December 3, 1998, 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton Rouge Headquarters.

Chairman Cattle then asked if there were^any Public Comments. 
Mr. Leonard Hensgens, a member of the D.S. Waterfowl Habitat 
Program and in Louisiana known as QuackbacJc, stated they took on a 
project with the North American Waterfowl Agreement. They wanted 
to flood 1 million acres of harvested rice fields for resting and 
breeding grounds. This was accomplished this past year. Mr. 
Hensgens then stated his Committee requested the no creeping law be 
removed in order to reduce the numbers of snow and'blue geese.

Commissioner Babin made a#motion to go into Executive Session 
on Jenkins et al. vs. Odom et al., 19th JDC. Commissioner Kelly 
seconded the motion and it passed with no opposition.

Reconvening from Execmtive* Sessiqj§f with no action taken and 
there being no further busine$§$ Commissioner Babin made a motion 
to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner Kelly. 
This motion passed with no opposition.

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary

JHJ:sch
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COMMISSION MEETING 
ROLL CALL

Thursday, August 6, 1998 
Baton Rouge, LA 

Wildlife & Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Tom Cattle (Chairman)

Tom Kelly

Daniel Babin .vZ.
Glynn Carver

Bill Busbice xZ'
Jerald Hanchey vZ
Norman McCall vX

Mr. Chairman:

There are Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum.

Secretary Jenkins is also present.



AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

BATON ROUGE, LA 
August 6, 1998 

10:00 AM

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes of July 9, 1998

Recommendations for 1998-99 Duck, Goose & Coot Hunting 
Seasons & Bag Limits - Robert Helm

Approval of 1998-99 Migratory Bird Season Dates & Bag 
Limits - Dave Morrison

Declaration of Emergency - Prohibition of Using Corn to 
Feed Wildlife - Hugh Bateman

Notice of Intent - 1999 Spring Wild Turkey Hunting
Regulations - Mike Olinde

Rule - Netting Prohibition, John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou 
Reservoir - Bonnie- Fontenot —

uSK-" _ Declaration of Emergency - 1998 Fall Shrimp Season - Mark 
Schexnayder

Declaration of Emergency - 1998-99 Oyster Season, Public 
Grounds - Ron Dugas

Rule - Dealer Receipt Form - Joey Shepard

tJLK Notice of Intent - Harvest Regulations on Billfishes - 
Harry Blanchet

National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation - Marianne 
Burke

fia-r Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July - Winton Vidrine 

Division Reports

^>5^, Set December 1998 Meeting Date

v3f6. Public Comments

Jenkins et al. 
Session)

vs. Odom et al 19th JDC (Executive

18. Adjournment



AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

BATON ROUGE, LA 
August 6, 1998 

10:00 AM

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 9, 1998

3. Recommendations for 1998-99 Duck, Goose & Coot Hunting 
Seasons & Bag Limits - Robert Helm

4. Approval of 1998-99 Migratory Bird Season Dates & Bag 
Limits - Dave Morrison

5. Declaration of Emergency - Prohibition of Using Corn to 
Feed Wildlife - Hugh Bateman

6. Notice of Intent - 1999 Spring Wild Turkey Hunting
Regulations - Mike Olinde

7. Rule - Netting Prohibition, John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou 
Reservoir - Bennie Fontenot

8. Declaration of Emergency - 1998 Fall Shrimp Season - Mark 
Schexnayder

9. Declaration of Emergency - 1998-99 Oyster Season, Public 
Grounds - Ron Dugas

10. Rule - Dealer Receipt Form - Joey Shepard

11. Notice of Intent - Harvest Regulations on Billfishes - 
Harry Blanchet

12. National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation - Marianne 
Burke

13. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July - Winton Vidrine

14. Division Reports

15. Set December 1998 Meeting Date

16. Public Comments

17. Jenkins et al. vs. Odom et al. , 19th JDC (Executive 
Session)

18. Adjournment



LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

August 6, 1998
The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission meeting in Baton Rouge. 
Louisianar August 6 r 1998.

WHEREAS, public hearings have been held to discuss the status of
waterfowl, including ducks, coots, and geese in 
Washington D. C., and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing waterfowl season
framework have been developed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff
has presented recommendations for waterfowl including 
season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for waterfowl within the constraints of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that on this date, the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission does hereby tentatively adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these tentative dates will be ratified
by Declaration of Emergency unless significant changes 
are mandated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the 
authority to take any and all steps necessary on behalf 
of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate these 
seasons as a Declaration of Emergency; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these dates will be forwarded to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as regulations set for 

isiana's 1998-99 Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations.

s^M. battle, Jr., Chairman 
ildlifX and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife & 

Fisheries



DUCKS AND COOTS:

TENTATIVE SEASONS RECOMMENDATIONSFOR DUCKS, COOTS AND GEESE

West Zone: (60 days) Nov. 7 (Sat.)- Nov. 29 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 12 (Sat.) - Jan. 17 (Sun.) (37 days)

East Zone: (60 days) Nov. 14 (Sat.) - Dec. 6 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 12 (Sat.) - Jan. 17 (Sun.) (37 days)

Catahoula Lake Zone:
(60 days) Nov. 14 (Sat.) - Dec. 6 (Sun.) (23 days)

Dec. 12 (Sat.) - Jan. 17 (Sun.) (37 days)

Youth Waterfowl Day - December 5 in West Zone, January 23 in
East Zone

Daily Bag Limits - The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may 
include no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be 
females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 1 pintail, 
1 canvasback and 2 redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15.

Mergansers - The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 
of which may be a hooded merganser. Merganser limits are in 
addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit - The possession limit on ducks, coots and 
mergansers is twice the daily bag limit.

GEESE:

LIGHT GEESE ( SNOW AND BLUE)

STATEWIDE SEASON:

Nov. 7 (Sat.) - February 21 (Sun.)

Daily bag limit (snow and blue):
Possession limit (snow and blue):

WHITE-FRONTED (SPECKLE BELLIES):

Nov. 7 (Sat.) - Nov. 29 (Sun.)
Dec. 12 (Sat.) - Jan. 27 (Sun.)

Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies)
Possession limit (speckle bellies)

During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 19-Jan. 27) the 
daily bag limit for Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which 
not more than 1 can be a Canada goose. Possession limit is twice 
the daily bag limit.

(107 days) 

20
None

(23 days) 
(47 days)

2
4



CANADA GEESE: CLOSED IN THE AREA DESCRIBED BELOW
Jan. 19 (Tues) - Jan. 27 (Wed) (9 days)
During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 19-Jan. 27) the 

daily bag limit for Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which 
not more than 1 can be a Canada goose. Possession limit is twice 
the daily bag limit.

The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for 
a portion of southwest Louisiana. The closed area is described as 
follows:

Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east 
along Hwy. 82 to the Calcasieu Ship Channel, then 
north along the Calcasieu Ship Channel to its 
junction with the Intracoastal Canal, then east 
along the Intracoastal Canal to its juncture with 
La. Hwy. 82, then south along La. Hwy. 82 to its 
juncture with Parish Road 3147, then south and east 
along Parish Road 3147 to Freshwater Bayou Canal, 
then south to the Gulf of Mexico, then west along 
the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico to the Texas 
State Line, then north to the point of beginning at 
La. Hwy. 82.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the 
Canada Goose Season. A permit is required of everyone, regardless 
of age, and a non-refundable $5.00 administrative fee will be 
charged. This permit may be obtained from any District Office.

Return of harvest information requested on permit is 
mandatory. Failure to submit this information to the Department by 
February 15, 1999 will result in the hunter not being allowed to 
participate in the Canada Goose Season the following year.
Shooting Hours: one-half hour before sunrise to sunset.



LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

August 6, 1998
The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission meeting in Baton Rouger 
Louisianar August 6. 1998.

WHEREAS, public hearings have been held to discuss the status of 
waterfowl, including ducks, coots, and geese in 
Washington D. C., and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing waterfowl season 
framework have been developed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
has presented recommendations for waterfowl including 
season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for waterfowl within the constraints of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that on this date, the Louisiana Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission does hereby tentatively adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these tentative dates will be ratified 
by Declaration of Emergency unless significant changes 
are mandated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the 
authority to take any and all steps necessary on behalf 
of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate these 
seasons as a Declaration of Emergency; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these dates will be forwarded to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as regulations set for 
Louisiana's 1998-99 Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries



TENTATIVE SEASONS RECOMMENDATIONSFOR DUCKS, COOTS AND GEESE
DUCKS AND COOTS:

West Zone: (60 days) Nov. 7 (Sat.)- Nov. 29 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 12 (Sat.) - Jan. 17 (Sun.) (37 days)

East Zone: (60 days) Nov. 14 (Sat.) - Dec. 6 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 12 (Sat.) - Jan. 17 (Sun.) (37 days)

Catahoula Lake Zone:
(60 days) Nov. 14 (Sat.) - Dec. 6 (Sun.) (23 days)

Dec. 12 (Sat.) - Jan. 17 (Sun.) (37 days)

Youth Waterfowl Day - December 5 in West Zone, January 23 in
East Zone

Daily Bag Limits - The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may 
include no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be 
females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 1 pintail, 
1 canvasback and 2 redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15.

Mergansers - The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 
of which may be a hooded merganser. Merganser limits are in 
addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit - The possession limit on ducks, coots and 
mergansers is twice the daily bag limit.

GEESE:
LIGHT GEESE ( SNOW AND BLUE)

STATEWIDE SEASON:
Nov. 7 (Sat.) - February 21 (Sun.)
Daily bag limit (snow and blue):
Possession limit (snow and blue):

WHITE-FRONTED (SPECKLE BELLIES):
Nov. 7 (Sat.) - Nov. 29 (sun.)
Dec. 12 (Sat.) - Jan. 27 (Sun.)
Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies)
Possession limit (speckle bellies)

During the Canada Goose season (Jan. 19-Jan. 27) the 
daily bag limit for Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which 
not more than 1 can be a Canada goose. Possession limit is twice 
the daily bag limit.

(107 days) 
20
None

(23 days) 
(47 days)
2
4



CANADA GEESE: CLOSED IN THE AREA DESCRIBED BELOW
Jan. 19 (Tues) - Jan. 27 (Wed) (9 days)
During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 19-Jan. 27) the 

daily bag limit for Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which 
not more than 1 can be a Canada goose. Possession limit is twice 
the daily bag limit.

The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for 
a portion of southwest Louisiana. The closed area is described as 
follows:

Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east 
along Hwy. 82 to the Calcasieu Ship Channel, then 
north along the Calcasieu Ship Channel to its 
junction with the Intracoastal Canal, then east 
along the Intracoastal Canal to its juncture with 
La. Hwy. 82, then south along La. Hwy. 82 to its 
juncture with Parish Road 3147, then south and east 
along Parish Road 3147 to Freshwater Bayou Canal, 
then south to the Gulf of Mexico, then west along 
the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico to the Texas 
State Line, then north to the point of beginning at 
La. Hwy. 82.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the 
Canada Goose Season. A permit is required of everyone, regardless 
of age, and a non-refundable $5.00 administrative fee will be 
charged. This permit may be obtained from any District Office.

Return of harvest information requested on permit is 
mandatory. Failure to submit this information to the Department by 
February 15, 1999 will result in the hunter not being allowed to 
participate in the Canada Goose Season the following year.
Shooting Hours: one-half hour before sunrise to sunset.



The following was adopted bv the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular 
Commission meeting in Baton Rouge. Louisiana. August 6. 1998.

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

August 6, 1998

W HEREAS, public hearings have been held to discuss the status o f waterfowl, including ducks, 
coots, and geese in Washington D C., and

W HEREAS, the results o f this meeting have been discussed with the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission, and

W HEREAS, rules and regulations governing waterfowl season framework have been developed 
by the U S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and

W HEREAS, the Louisiana Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries staff has presented 
recommendations for waterfowl including season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, 
and

W HEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility o f the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to establish hunting seasons for waterfowl within the constraints o f the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now

TH ER EFO R E, BE IT  RESOLVED that on this date, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby tentatively adopt the attached season dates, bag limits and 
shooting hours, and

BE IT  FURTHER RESOLVED that these tentative dates will be ratified by Declaration 
of Emergency unless significant changes are mandated by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the authority 
to take any and all steps necessary on behalf o f the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency; and

BE IT  FURTHER RESOLVED that these dates will be forwarded to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service as regulations set for Louisiana's 1998-99 Migratory Bird Hunting 
Regulations.

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries



TENTATIVE SEASONS RECOM M ENDATIONS
FO R DUCKS, COOTS AND GEESE

DUCKS AND COOTS:

W est Zone: (60 days) Nov. 7 (Sat.)- Nov. 29 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 12 (Sat.)- Jan. 17 (Sun.) (37 days)

East Zone: (60 days) Nov. 14 (Sat.)- Dec. 6 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 12 (Sat.)- Jan. 17 (Sun.) (37 days)

Youth W aterfowl Day- December 5 in W est Zone, January  23 in east zone

Daily Bag Limits
The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may include no more than 4 mallards (no more 
than 2 of which may be females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks,_ 
pintail, 1 canvasback, _scaup and 2 redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15.

M ergansers - The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 o f which may be a hooded 
merganser. Merganser limits are in addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Lim it - The possession limit on ducks, coots and mergansers is 
twice the daily bag limit.

Catahoula Lake Zone:
(60 days)Nov. 14 (Sat.)-Dec. 6 (Sun.) (23 days) 

Dec. 12 (Sat.)- Jan. 17 (Sun.) (37 days)

GEESE:

LIG H T GEESE ( SNOW AND BLUE)

STATEW IDE SEASON:

Nov. 7 (Sat.)-February 21 (Sun.) 107 days

Daily bag limit (snow and blue): 
Possession limit (snow and blue):

10
30

W HITE-FRONTED (SPECKLE BELLIES):



Nov. 7 (Sat.)- Nov. 29 (Sun.) 
Dec. 12 (Sat.)- Jan. 27 (Sun.)

(23 days) 
(47 days)

Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies) 
Possession limit (speckle bellies)

2
4

During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 19-Jan. 27) the daily bag limit for 
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not more than 1 can be a 
Canada goose. Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

CANADA GEESE: CLOSED IN THE AREA DESCRIBED BELOW

During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 19-Jan. 27) the daily bag limit for 
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, o f which not more than 1 can be a Canada 
goose. Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for a portion o f  southwest 
Louisiana. The closed area is described as follows:

Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east along Hwy. 82 to 
the Calcasieu Ship Channel, then north along the Calcasieu Ship 
Channel to its junction with the Intracoastal Canal, then east along the 
Intracoastal Canal to its juncture with La. Hwy. 82, then south along 
La. Hwy. 82 to its juncture with Parish Road 3147, then south and east 
along Parish Road 3147 to Freshwater Bayou Canal, then south to the 
Gulf of Mexico, then west along the shoreline of the Gulf o f Mexico to 
the Texas State Line, then north to the point o f beginning at La. Hwy.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the C anada Goose Season. A 
permit is required o f everyone, regardless o f age, and a non-refundable $5.00 
administrative fee will be charged. This permit may be obtained from any District

Return o f harvest information requested on permit is mandatory. Failure to submit 
this information to the Department by February 15, 1999 will result in the hunter not 
being allowed to participate in the Canada Goose Season the following year.

Jan. 19 (Tues)-Jan. 27 (Wed) 9 days

82.

Office.

Shooting Hours: one half hour before sunrise to sunset.



TENTATIVE SEASONS RECOM M ENDATIONS
FO R  DUCKS, COOTS AND GEESE

7 2-

DUCKS AND COOTS:

W est Zone: (60 days) Nov. 7 (Sat.)- Nov. 29 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 12 (Sat.)-Jan. 17 (Sun.) (37 days)

(4 S * ri)  He* U  Se- He*» (% * ) (16 W
D * i9(Se>-Jm 16(Sa) (29 * 71)

East Zone: (60 days) Nov. 14 (Sat)-Dec. 6 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 12 (Sat.)- Jan. 17 (Sun.) (37 days)

( l lM M  No* 21 S«- Neta&M)
CuliSeWeHSe) (**n)

C atahoula Lake Zone:
(60days)Nov. 14 (Sat.)-Dec. 6 (Sun.) (23 days) 

Dec. 12 (Sat.)- Jan. 17 (Sun.) (37 days)

Youth W aterfowl Day- December 5 in W est Zone, January  23 in east zone

Daily Bag Limits
The daily bag limit on ducks is 6  and may include no more than 4 mallards (no 
more than 2 of which may be females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 
wood ducks, 3 pintail, 1 canvasback and 2 redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is
15.

M ergansers - The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 o f which may be a hooded 
merganser. Merganser limits are in addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Lim it - The possession limit on ducks, coots and mergansers is 
twice the daily bag limit.

GEESE:

LIG H T G EESE ( SNOW AND BLUE)

STATEW IDE SEASON:

Nov. 7 (S at)-F ebruary  21 (Sun.) 107 days

Daily bag limit (snow and blue): 10



Possession limit (snow and blue): 30

WHITE-FRONTED (SPECKLE BELLIES):

Nov. 7 (Sat.)- Nov. 29 (Sun.) 
Dec. 12 (Sat.)- Jan. 27 (Sun.)

(23 days) 
(47 days)

Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies) 
Possession limit (speckle bellies)

2
4

During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 19-Jan. 27) the daily bag limit for 
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not more than 1 can be a 
Canada goose. Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

CANADA GEESE: CLOSED IN THE AREA DESCRIBED BELOW

During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 19-Jan. 27) the daily bag limit for 
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not more than 1 can be a Canada 
goose. Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for a portion of 
southwest Louisiana. The closed area is described as follows:

Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east along Hwy. 82 to 
the Calcasieu Ship Channel, then north along the Calcasieu Ship 
Channel to its junction with the Intracoastal Canal, then east along 
the Intracoastal Canal to its juncture with La. Hwy. 82, then south 
along La. Hwy. 82 to its juncture with Parish Road 3147, then south 
and east along Parish Road 3147 to Freshwater Bayou Canal, then 
south to the Gulf o f Mexico, then west along the shoreline of the 
Gulf o f Mexico to the Texas State Line, then north to the point of 
beginning at La. Hwy. 82.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the Canada Goose Season. A 
permit is required o f everyone, regardless o f age, and a non-refundable $5.00 
administrative fee will be charged. This permit may be obtained from any District

Return o f harvest information requested on permit is mandatory. Failure to submit 
this information to the Department by February 15, 1999 will result in the hunter 
not being allowed to participate in the Canada Goose Season the following year.

Jan. 19 (Tues)-Jan. 27 (Wed) 9 days

Office.

Shooting Hours: one half hour before sunrise to sunset.



Hawkins, Susan

From: Morrison, Dave
Monday, July 27,1998 9:54 AM 
Vidrine, Winton
Bateman, Hugh; Hawkins, Susan; Olinde, Mike; Helm, Robert

Sent:
To:
Cc:

Winton,

Nert week the Wildlife Division will recommend tentative season dates for ducks, coots and geese. With that in 
mind, we are planning to send these tentative dates to the Commission some time this week to allow them an 
opportunity to review the dates prior to the meeting. It should be understood that these dates are predicated on a 
framework similar to last year (60 days/6 ducks). Should this change then we will provide everyone with updated 
recommendations. This copy of our recommendations is being provide for your review. Should you have any 
questions let me know.

Dave Morrison

98duckre.w pd
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RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 6, 1998

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular QnmmiRRinn Meeting in Baton Rouge. LA 
August 6 r 1998.

WHEREAS, public hearings in Washington, D .C . have been held on 
early migratory bird season regulations that include 
dove, snipe, rail, gallinule, woodcock and teal, and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing early migratory bird 
season frameworks have been developed by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
has presented recommendations for migratory species that 
include season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours, 
and

WHEREAS, it is the statutory responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for these migratory species within constraints 
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours 
for dove, teal, rails, gallinules, snipe and woodcock by 
Declaration of Emergency, and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the 
S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana's selections 

for early migratory bird seasons.

Thoma^li. kattle, Jr., Chairman 
La./wildlifte and Fisheries 
Commission \

James
La. Depart 
Fisheries

, Secretary 
ildlife &



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 

of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S. 

56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the 

following emergency rule.

The hunting seasons for early migratory birds during the 1998- 

99 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY BIRDS OTHER THAN WATERFOWL 

DOVE: Split Season, Statewide, 60 days

September 5 (Sat.)-September 13 (Sun.) 

October 17 (Sat.)-November 6 (Fri.)

9 days

21 days

December 12 (Sat.)-January 10 (Sun.) 30 days

Daily bag limit 15, Possession Limit, 30

TEAL: September 12 (Sat.)-September 27 (Sun.) 16 days

Daily bag limit 4, Possession limit 8, Blue-winged,

Green-winged and Cinnamon teal only. Federal and State

waterfowl stamps required. 

RAILS: Split Season

September 12 (Sat.)-September 27 (Sun.) 16 days

November 7 (Sat.)-December 30 (Wed.) 54 days

KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate,

Possession 30.

BORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the

aggregate.



September 12 (Sat.)-September 27 (Sun.) 

November 7 (Sat.)-December 30 (Wed.) 

Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30 

SNIPE: November 7 (Sat.)-February 21 (Sun.)

Daily bag limit 8, Possession limit 16 

WOODCOCK: December 18 (Fri)-January 31 (Sun.)

Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6 

SHOOTING HOURS:

GALLINULES: Split Season
16 days 

54 days

107 days

45 days

Teal, Rail, Snipe, Woodcock and Gallinule: One-half hour 

before sunrise to sunset.

Dove: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset except on 

September 5-6, October 17-18, and December 12-13 when shooting 

hours will be 12:00 noon to sunset.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory 

species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities 

to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits, 

and shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 

will become effective on September 1, 1998 and extend through 

sunset on February 28, 1999.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 6, 1998

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting in Raton Rouge. LA 
August 6. 199ft.

WHEREAS, public hearings in Washington, D.C. have been held on 
early migratory bird season regulations that include 
dove, snipe, rail, gallinule, woodcock and teal, and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing early migratory bird 
season frameworks have been developed by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
has presented recommendations for migratory species that 
include season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours, 
and

WHEREAS, it is the statutory responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for these migratory species within constraints 
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours 
for dove, teal, rails, gallinules, snipe and woodcock by 
Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana's selections 
for early migratory bird seasons.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 

of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S. 

56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the 

following emergency rule.

The hunting seasons for early migratory birds during the 1998- 

99 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY BIRDS OTHER THAN WATERFOWL 

DOVE: Split Season, Statewide, 60 days

September 5 (Sat.)-September 13 (Sun.) 9 days

October 17 (Sat.)-November 6 (Fri.) 

December 12 (Sat.)-January 10 (Sun.)

Daily bag limit 15, Possession Limit, 30

21 days

30 days

TEAL: September 12 (Sat.)-September 27 (Sun.) 16 days

Daily bag limit 4, Possession limit 8, Blue-winged, 

Green-winged and Cinnamon teal only. Federal and State

waterfowl stamps required. 

RAILS: Split Season

September 12 (Sat.)-September 27 (Sun.) 16 days

November 7 (Sat.)-December 30 (Wed.) 54 days

KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate

Possession 30.

BORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the

aggregate.



September 12 (Sat.)-September 27 (Sun.) 

November 7 (Sat.)-December 30 (Wed.) 

Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30 

SNIPE: November 7 (Sat.)-February 21 (Sun.)

Daily bag limit 8, Possession limit 16 

WOODCOCK: December 18 (Fri)-January 31 (Sun.)

Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6 

SHOOTING HOURS:

GALLINULES: Split Season
16 days 

54 days

107 days

45 days

Teal, Rail, Snipe, Woodcock and Gallinule: One-half hour 

before sunrise to sunset.

Dove: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset except on 

September 5-6, October 17-18, and December 12-13 when shooting 

hours will be 12:00 noon to sunset.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory 

species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities 

to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits, 

and shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 

will become effective on September 1, 1998 and extend through 

sunset on February 28, 1999.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHER]_ . ^ _ _ _ _ i
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSIO,

RESOLUTION

August 6, 1998

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife i 
Commission at its regular Commission meeting in Bat 
August 6. 1998.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS,

the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and : (
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission is con ^ 0  ^
mandated to protect, manage and conserve 
resources of the state, and

corn is the predominant grain used throughout the state 
for feeding wildlife, and

severe drought conditions this summer have resulted in 
Louisiana's c o m  crop exhibiting unusually high levels of 
contamination from aflatoxins with up to 1500 parts per 
billion (ppb), and

past experience has shown that under these conditions 
more contaminated grain is offered for sale as wildlife 
feed since it cannot meet the aflatoxin standards 
established for grain intended for domestic animal or 
human consumption, and

research has shown that feed contaminated with aflatoxins 
can have adverse effects on all wildlife, especially 
birds, and

deer fed contaminated grain may experience reduced food 
intake and associated weight loss and liver disfunction 
at aflatoxin levels of 800 ppb, and

supplemental feeding activity for deer and other wildlife 
has begun and will peak through the next several months, 
and

this time of year coincides with the peak of fawn nursing 
and growth and deer are also experiencing drought related 
stress, and

wild turkeys, quail, dove and a variety of song birds 
also utilize supplemental feeding stations supplied with 
corn, and

research has also indicated that juvenile turkeys exhibit 
evidence of liver damage and decreased immune functions 
resulting in less resistance to other disease such as 
avian pox when fed contaminated grains containing 
aflatoxins at levels of 100 to 400 ppb, and



WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has 
expended tremendous amounts of time and effort restoring 
wild turkeys throughout the state, and

WHEREAS, drought conditions experienced throughout the state have 
reduced natural food availability in the form of forage 
and mast, and

WHEREAS, under these conditions wildlife respond more readily to 
supplemental feeding programs, and

WHEREAS, the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease group has 
recommended that grains contaminated with aflatoxins in 
excess of levels allowable in animal feeds (100 ppb) 
should not be used in supplemental wildlife feeding 
programs, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby prohibit the use of corn for 
supplemental feeding of wildlife, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this ban will remain in effect until 
such time that the Secretary determines the level of 
aflatoxins no longer pose a threat to wildlife.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 

of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of 

Louisiana Constitution, Article IX, Section 7 and R.S. 56:6, the 

Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following 

emergency rule:

The supplemental feeding of corn to wildlife is prohibited 

until such time that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries determines that contamination levels of aflatoxins no 

longer pose a threat to Louisiana's wildlife populations.

Severe drought conditions this summer have resulted in 

Louisiana's corn crop exhibiting unusually high levels of 

contamination from aflatoxins. In some instances, levels have 

reached 1500 parts per billion (USDA guidelines for human 

consumption and animal feed range from 20 to 100 ppb). Under these 

conditions more contaminated grain may be offered for sale as 
wildlife feed because the grain cannot meet the aflatoxin standards 

established for grain intended for domestic animal or human 

consumption. Since corn is the predominant grain used throughout 

the state for feeding wildlife and research has shown that feeds 

contaminated with aflatoxins can have adverse effects on all 

wildlife, especially birds, the Commission has determined that a 

prohibition of feeding corn is in the best interest of wildlife in 

Louisiana. A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because 

supplemental feeding activity for deer and other wildlife has begun



and will peak through the next several months. Steps must be taken 

now to ensure that the public is aware of this problem and every 

effort has been made to ensure that wildlife species are not 

adversely impacted as a result of aflatoxin poisoning.

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission also grants the 

Secretary of the Department the authority to rescind and/or extend 

this Declaration of Emergency if conditions warrant.

This Declaration of Emergency will become effective August 6, 

1998 and will extend for a minimum of 120 days or until such time 

that contamination levels have been reduced.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 6, 1998

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular CoTn-mi ssion meeting in Baton Rouge. LA 
August 6. 1998.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission is constitutionally 
mandated to protect, manage and conserve the wildlife 
resources of the state, and

WHEREAS, corn is the predominant grain used throughout the state 
for feeding wildlife, and

WHEREAS, severe drought conditions this summer have resulted in 
Louisiana's corn crop exhibiting unusually high levels of 
contamination from aflatoxins with up to 1500 parts per 
billion (ppb), and

WHEREAS, past experience has shown that under these conditions 
more contaminated grain is offered for sale as wildlife 
feed since it cannot meet the aflatoxin standards 
established for grain intended for domestic animal or 
human consumption, and

WHEREAS, research has shown that feed contaminated with aflatoxins 
can have adverse effects on all wildlife, especially 
birds, and

WHEREAS, deer fed contaminated grain may experience reduced food 
intake and associated weight loss and liver disfunction 
at aflatoxin levels of 800 ppb, and

WHEREAS, supplemental feeding activity for deer and other wildlife 
has begun and will peak through the next several months, 
and

WHEREAS, this time of year coincides with the peak of fawn nursing 
and growth and deer are also experiencing drought related 
stress, and

WHEREAS, wild turkeys, quail, dove and a variety of song birds 
also utilize supplemental feeding stations supplied with 
corn, and

WHEREAS, research has also indicated that juvenile turkeys exhibit 
evidence of liver damage and decreased immune functions 
resulting in less resistance to other disease such as 
avian pox when fed contaminated grains containing 
aflatoxins at levels of 100 to 400 ppb, and



WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has 
expended tremendous amounts of time and effort restoring 
wild turkeys throughout the state, and

WHEREAS, drought conditions experienced throughout the state have 
reduced natural food availability in the form of forage 
and mast, and

WHEREAS, under these conditions wildlife respond more readily to 
supplemental feeding programs, and

WHEREAS, the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease group has 
recommended that grains contaminated with aflatoxins in 
excess of levels allowable in animal feeds (100 ppb) 
should not be used in supplemental wildlife feeding 
programs, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby prohibit the use of corn for 
supplemental feeding of wildlife, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this ban will remain in effect until 
such time that the Secretary determines the level of 
aflatoxins no longer pose a threat to wildlife.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 

of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of 

Louisiana Constitution, Article IX, Section 7 and R.S. 56:6, the 

Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following 

emergency rule:
The supplemental feeding of corn to wildlife is prohibited 

until such time that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries determines that contamination levels of aflatoxins no 

longer pose a threat to Louisiana's wildlife populations.

Severe drought conditions this summer have resulted in 

Louisiana's corn crop exhibiting unusually high levels of 

contamination from aflatoxins. In some instances, levels have 

reached 1500 parts per billion (USDA guidelines for human 

consumption and animal feed range from 20 to 100 ppb) . Under these 

conditions more contaminated grain may be offered for sale as 
wildlife feed because the grain cannot meet the aflatoxin standards 

established for grain intended for domestic animal or human 

consumption. Since corn is the predominant grain used throughout 

the state for feeding wildlife and research has shown that feeds 

contaminated with aflatoxins can have adverse effects on all 

wildlife, especially birds, the Commission has determined that a 

prohibition of feeding corn is in the best interest of wildlife in 

Louisiana. A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because 

supplemental feeding activity for deer and other wildlife has begun



and will peak through the next several months. Steps must be taken 

now to ensure that the public is aware of this problem and every 

effort has been made to ensure that wildlife species are not 

adversely impacted as a result of aflatoxin poisoning.

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission also grants the 

Secretary of the Department the authority to rescind and/or extend 

this Declaration of Emergency if conditions warrant.

This Declaration of Emergency will become effective August 6, 

1998 and will extend for a minimum of 120 days or until such time 

that contamination levels have been reduced.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



BtOLOGICALLY B O H
D eer Corn Can Harm Wild Turkeys

Surplus com  
and grain may  
lo o k  like  a 
valuable, 
inexpensive 
way to 
supplem ent 
w ildlife  

feed ing  on 
your property, 
bu t a  closer 
exam ination  
m igh t reveal it 
can do more 
harm  than 
good.

3#  mA ver wondered 
I I I  i J  why corn or SI HI other grain is 
sold at some local

Feed com that has been stored for any length o f time is subject to contamination by fungi that produce afla- 
soia at some local ̂   ̂ toxin, a chemical detected only by laboratory testing, but which is harmful to wildlife, livestock and humans

feed wildlife? Often it 
is because the grain does not meet US. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
standards and cannot be sold to feed 
livestock or humans.

Although not visible to the naked

permits, for example, a maximum level of convulsions, difficulty breathing and 
20 parts per billion (ppb) in grains used sudden death. Lower levels of ingestion 
for human consumption or dairy cows. can result in impaired liver function, 
However, when aflatoxin levels are too reduction in weight gain, and depression 
high for grain to be marketed, of the immune system, which may

eye, two types of fungi can grow on corn contaminated feed is often used for predispose the animal to secondary
and other grains. Under certain wildlife, especially in the Southeast diseases. Researchers also have shown
environmental conditions, both fungi can where hunting white-tailed deer over bait that aflatoxin ingestion can cause liver
produce chemical byproducts called is legal in some areas. But deer are not cancer in humans and some animal
afiatoxins that can only be detected by the only animals feeding on this species,
laboratory testing and is toxic to humans contaminated feed—so are wild turkeys. For example, a study by Dr. 
and animals. Animals that ingest large quantities Charlotte Quist at the Southeastern

The FDA regulates the amount of of this toxin can experience loss of Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study
aflatoxin allowed in animal feeds. It appetite, loss of physical coordination, (SCWDS) found liver damage in juvenile
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white-tailed deer fed aflatoxin-contam- 
inated feed at 800 ppb.

TTiere is little known about the 
impact of aflatoxins on wildlife 
populations as a whole. Aflatoxin 
poisoning in birds, however, has resulted 
in large die-offs. For example, 7,000 
mallards were found dead in Texas after 
they ingested contaminated peanuts with 
an aflatoxin level 
of 110 ppb. Five 
hundred snow 
geese were 
reportedly killed 
after consuming 
aflatoxin- 
contaminated 
com. Researchers 
also have 
determined that 
quail chicks fed 
aflatoxin- 
contaminated feed 
at 400-1,200 ppb 
had lower body 
weights and 
reduced survival 
when compared to 
quail not fed 
contaminated 
feed.

The impacts 
of aflatoxins on 
wildlife
populations are 
largely dependent 
on the degree of 
contamination
and the level of availability to wildlife. 
SCWDS initiated a 1993 pilot study in 
North and South Carolina to determine 
potential exposure of white-tailed deer 
and other wildlife to aflatoxin in com 
provided as bait or in supplemental 
feed by sampling bait piles and 
storage bins from 39 sites on public 
and private lands.

Their findings were disturbing.
They found that 51 percent of the 
samples were contaminated with 
aflatoxins. Ten percent of the samples 
had extremely high levels (greater 
than 300 ppb) of the contaminant.

A study of aflatoxin effects on 
wild turkeys (partially funded through 
the NWTF) conducted by the 
SCWDS and directed by Quist found

that even short-term, low levels of 
aflatoxin ingestion (100 ppb) affected 
juvenile (four months old) wild turkeys. 
(In studies using domestic turkey poults, 
death has been observed in five-week-old 
poults fed aflatoxin levels over 400 ppb.)

Results of feeding wild turkeys the 
aflatoxin-contaminated grain included 
low-level liver damage and depression of 

the immune 
system. It is 
unknown if 
depression of the 
immune system 
caused by 
aflatoxin ingestion 
can facilitate acute 
outbreaks of 
diseases such as 
avian pox.

Quist recom
mends that the 
true impact of 
aflatoxin 
poisoning on 
disease outbreaks 
in wildlife popu
lations should be 
studied. The 
degree to which 
wild turkeys (and 
other species) are

The Southeastern 
Cooperative Wildlife 

Disease Study (SCWDS) 
initiated a 1993 pilot study 

in North and South 
Carolina to determine 

potential exposure o f white
tailed deer and other 

wildlife to aflatoxin in 
com provided as bait or in 

supplemental feed by 
sampling bait piles and 

storage bins
from 39 sites on public and . 
private lands. Their findings impacted by this 

w e M d b W m g .  % l e d , ?
several factors, 
such as how much

contaminated feed the turkey will eat, 
the individual turkey’s response to the 
toxin, the toxin’s distribution in the bait 
pile, and the length of time the fungus

has been producing the toxin (i.e., 
concentration of the toxin). If the 
contaminated feed is the only item the 
bird is feeding on, poisoning will be 
more significant.

Based on their results, the SCWDS 
recommended that feeds used for wildlife 
be held to the same strict standards as 
feed for domestic animals and livestock.

Quist stresses that aflatoxin- 
contaminated feed is not just a problem 
in the Southeast, which provides the 
ideal warm, moist weather conditions 
conducive to fungus growth. Artificially 
fed wildlife in northern climates are also 
subject to aflatoxin poisoning. Although 
temperatures below freezing will kill the 
fungus that produces the toxin, it is 
unknown how much time is needed 
before the toxin will break down.

The fungus looks like mold and, if a 
large quantity of the fungi are present, it 
can be visible. This, however, is not 
always the case. If only a few fungi are 
growing, it may not be visible, but, can 
still produce high levels of the aflatoxin.

Quist recommends that question
able feed be sent to your local 
agricultural extension office for testing 
(call your local extension office for 
specific mailing information).

When shipping suspect feed for 
testing, send the grain in a paper sack 
instead of a plastic bag. Plastic sacks tend 
to hold moisture. If significant toxin 
levels are found, discard the feed.

If the feed proves to be safe, be sure 
to protect it against fungus growth by 
storing it in paper sacks and keeping it 
cool and dry. This will help minimize the 
risk of contaminating wildlife on your 
property.̂ ĝ

E x p e r i e n c e  p e r f e c t i o n  
w i t h  G r e g  s

COMPLETE LINE OF 
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RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 6, 1998

The following was adopted bv the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission meeting in Baton Rouge. LA August 6. 1998.

W HEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission is mandated constitutionally to protect, manage and conserve the 
wildlife resources o f the state, and

W HEREAS, severe drought conditions experienced this summer have resulted Louisiana's corn 
crop exhibiting high levels o f contamination from aflatoxins with up to 1500 parts 
per billion (ppb), and

W HEREAS, in years like this more contaminated grain is offeied Ibi sale as-wildlife feed since 
it cannot meet the aflatoxin standards established for grain intended for domestic 
animal or human consumption, and

WHEREAS, com is the predominant .grain used::flroughoutsthe :State for feeding wildlife, 
and

W HEREAS, research has shown that feed&contamin^p with aflatoxins can have adverse 
effects on all wldtifb, especially birds, and

W HEREAS, supplemental feeding activity for deer and other wildlife has begun and will peak 
through the nextxSeverai months, and

W HEREAS, deer fed contaminated grain may experience reduced food intake and associated 
^  weight loss and liver disfunction at aflatoxin levels o f 800 ppb , and

W HEREAS, this time frame coincides with the peak o f fawn nursing and growth, a time when 
does are most stressed over most o f the state and deer are also experiencing 
droughtfelated stress, and

W HEREAS, wilditurkeys, quail, dove and a variety o f song birds also utilize supplemental 
feeding stations supplied with com, and

W HEREAS, research has also indicated that juvenile wild turkeys exhibit evidence o f liver 
damage and decreased immune functions resulting in less resistance to other 
disease such as avian pox when fed contaminated grains containing aflatoxins at 
levels o f 100 to 400 ppb, and



W HEREAS, the Louisiana Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries has expended tremendous 
amounts of time and effort restoring wild turkeys throughout the state, and

W HEREAS, drought conditions experienced throughout the state have reduced natural food 
availability in the form o f forage and mast, and

W HEREAS, under these conditions wildlife respond more readily to supplemental feeding 
programs, and

W HEREAS, the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease group has recommended that grains 
contaminated with aflatoxins in excess of levels allowable in animal feeds (100 
ppb) should not be used in supplemental wildlife feeding programs, now

THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED, that this Commission dov.s hereby notify the public of its 
actions to ban supplemental feeding o f coin Ibi wildlife by Declaration of 
Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this ban wilLremain in effect for a minimum o f 120 days 
or until such time that contamination levels have been reduced.

Thomas M. Gattle Jr., Chairman 
Louisiana Wildlife and Jlh ,. 
Fisheries Q iijitission

l i : :

NR
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F

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Louisiana Department o f 
Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Emergency provisions ofR.S. 49:953(Bl o f tho Administrative 

Procedure Act, and under authority ofR.S. , the Se< i etar v o f the Department o f Wildlife ami 

Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hercbv adoptsiithe following Emergency Rule:

Prohibition of Supplemental Feeding of Corn to Wildlife

Severe drought conditions experienced this summer have resulted Louisiana’s com crop 

exhibiting high levels o f contamination from aflatoxins. In some instances levels have reached 

levels o f 1500 parts per billion (USDA guideli|t|l for h u m #  consumption and animal feed range 

from 20 to 100 ppb). In years lik |lh is  more -contaminated grain is offered for sale as wildlife feed 

because thegrain cannot meet the aflatoxin standards established for grain intended for domestic 

animal or human consumption. Since com is the predominant grain used throughout the 

state for feeding:wildllfo m d#esearcA #s shown that feeds contaminated with aflatoxins can have 

adversefifects on all wildlifopgspecially birds, the Commission feels that a prohibition o f feeding 

com-iis in the best intereilfof wildlife in Louisiana. A Declaration o f Emergency is necessary 

because supplemental-feeding activity for deer and other wildlife has begun and will peak through 

the next several months. Steps must be taken now to ensure that the public is aware o f this 

problem and every effort has been made to ensure that wildlife species are not adversely impacted 

as a result o f aflatoxin poisoning.



The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission also grants the Secretary o f the 

Department the authority to rescind and/or extend this Declaration o f Emergency C onditions 

warrant.

This Declaration o f Emergency will become effective immediately and will extend for a minimum 

of 120 days or until such time that contamination levels have been reduced.

Thomas M Gattle, Jr

Chairman
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To: Tom Gattle

F ax# : 318-559-1524

Subject: Com Declaration o f  Emergency

Date: July 31, 1998

Pages: 5, including this cover sheet.

COMMENTS:

Hugh Bateman’s telephone number is 504-765-2346.

From the desk  of...

Susan  Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries 
P. O. Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

1

504-765-2806 
Fax: 504-765-0948



Louisiana State Chapter 
of the

National Wild Turkey Federation

August 6, 1998

Mr. Tom Cattle
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Board of Directors of the Louisiana Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation have voted 
unanimously in support of the following resolution:

“The Louisiana Wild Turkey Federation supports the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries* recommendation for a temporary ban on the use of com for 
feeding wildlife in Louisiana due to the widespread contamination of 
Louisiana’s com crop with aflatoxin.”

In Louisiana, there are 3,200 NWTF members and 26 local chapters throughout the state.

Sincerely,

. 3

JPCxl

cc: Butch Bateman
James Earl Kennamer

Joe Cagnolatti Chris Campbell
President Vice President

1606 S. Houmas Ave. 5815 Gilbert
Gonzales, LA 70737 Shreveport, LA 71106

Ken Dancak Joe McKey
Secretary Treasurer

2500 Shreveport Hwy. 5254 Bluebird
Pineville, LA 71360 Alexandria, LA 71303



Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
James H. Jenkins Jr. 

Secretary
CONTACT

504/765-2923

98-231 7/31/98

BLIGHTED CORN POSES WILDLIFE HEALTH RISK
Due to concerns over potential wildlife health risks, the Louisiana Department o f Wildlife 

and Fisheries (LDWF) is strongly considering that the use of com to feed wildlife be prohibited by 

law. This concern comes after reports from the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry 

(LDAP) that large quantities o f  this year's 700,000 acre com crop is contaminated with aflatoxin.
Aflatoxin is a toxic by product of fungus (Aspergillus flavus and A. parasiticus) that can be 

harmful to wildlife, livestock and in rare cases humans. "We are extremely concerned about the 

potential implications that contaminated com may have for wildlife, especially birds ” said LDWF 

Secretary James Jenkins. This statement came after Jenkins expressed his deep sympathy for 

Louisiana's farmers, many o f whom will suffer considerable economic losses due to extreme 

drought conditions. Some Louisiana fields being tested for the toxin have contamination rates of 

over 1,000 parts per billion (ppb).
The Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry and LSU Agricultural Center are 

currently working with farmers to deal with the problem. In many cases contaminated com is 

being left unharvested and plowed back into fields. In other cases where crops are harvested, 

trucks containing thousands o f pounds of contaminated com may be turned away from  granaries, 
leaving farmers with huge amounts o f grain to dispose of. LDAF has recommended that farmers 
either bury the grain or store it for later disposal.

Com is often fed to wildlife by the public intending to attract or supplement the diet of 
wildlife. Exposure to contaminated grain may be intensified in areas where wildlife have become 

conditioned to make repeated daily visits to artificial com feeding sites.
Large ruminants like deer can tolerate relatively high levels o f aflatoxin exposure but young 

animals appear to be more susceptible to physical complications such as damage to internal organs 

and degradation of the immune system which leave them vulnerable to secondary diseases. 

Animals that ingest large quantities of aflatoxin can experience loss of appetite, loss o f physical 

coordination, convulsions, difficulty breathing and in some cases sudden death.

-over-
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com/add-one.
Birds are particularly susceptible to the effects of this toxin. Amounts between 100-400 

ppb have been shown to have significant health implications for turkeys. The Department’s 
primary concern is that significant amounts of contaminated com may be sold cheaply and used to 

feed wildlife. If this happens it could present significant health risks for many birds from cardinals 

to wild turkeys and indeed any wildlife that is exposed. Aflatoxin is not visible to the naked eye 
and rates of contamination can only be detected by special testing equipment. Even lightly 

contaminated com that is improperly stored and exposed to heat and moisture can become highly 

toxic. If this type of grain is used to feed wildlife it could be very lethal. The exact amounts of 
aflatoxin exposure that causes physical damage, especially over the long term, to most wildlife 

species, particularly small mammals and song birds is not known.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has set limits on the amount of aflatoxin 

contamination allowed for grains used for interstate shipment. It permits a maximum of 20 ppb in 
grains used for feeding dairy cattle and in products destined for human consumption. According to 

recent news releases from the LDAF, the FDA has relaxed those limits up to 300 ppb in com 

products shipped to cattle feed lots.
In light of this unfortunate and unusual situation the Department may recommend the 

prohibition of the use of com for feeding wildlife until this immediate crisis has passed; possibly 
over the remainder of 1998 and 1999. The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will hear 

discussion on this issue and consider appropriate action at their Aug. 6, 1998 meeting in Baton 

Rouge at the Department's Quail Drive Office.
Department personnel are stressing that the degree of human health risk is not great for 

casual handling of contaminated grain products or consuming otherwise healthy game animals 

believed to have been feeding on such grain. However, the LDWF is urging in the strongest 
possible terms that anyone who is currently feeding or plans to begin feeding com to wildlife for 

whatever purpose, avoid using cheap, low grade, field com that very well may be contaminated 
with aflatoxin. Attached are some basic recommendations to follow regarding supplemental 

feeding of wildlife.
-30-

EDITORS: For more information contact the LDWF, Wildlife Division in Baton Rouge at 504/765- 

2376.
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Guidelines for Supplemental Feeding o f Deer

There is much concern about the present aflatoxin problem in Louisiana com. The use of 
com  to attract deer during the hunting season is widespread throughout Louisiana. Research has 
shown that large mammals such as deer can tolerate higher levels o f aflatoxin than birds. Most o f 
the com distributed for deer is readily accessible to birds and is readily used by wild turkeys. In 
areas occupied by wild turkeys it is o f  the upmost importance that hunters take all necessary 
precautions to eliminate any possible threat to this important resource. A lot o f  time, effort, and 
money has gone into the restoration o f  wild turkeys in Louisiana and it would be most unfortunate 
to  lose or reduce a growing population o f  turkeys. Other game bird species as well as many 
songbird species also frequent such feeding sites and it is important that these birds also receive 
protection. These guidelines for the supplemental feeding o f deer are being offered to help deal 
with the problem o f contaminated com.

1) Serious consideration should be given to  deer hunting without using bait. Deer can be 
effectively hunted without the use o f  bait. This, however, requires a certain degree o f  scouting on 
the part o f the hunter to locate natural feeding areas, trails and travel corridors, etc.

2) The hardwood mast crops, both hard and soft mast, have always been important to our 
Louisiana deer herds. Natural foods are the first choice o f  deer with supplemental feed being 
second. Search your woodlands in late September to locate feed trees. In years o f abundant mast 
crops reduce or eliminate supplemental feeding altogether.

3) Place emphasis this year on growing forage (grasses and clovers) in food plots to attract 
deer. Eliminate feeders in food plot sites. Fertilize native plant food sites around food plots. 
Incorporate hardwood plantings (oaks and pecans) within these food plots for future years.

4) I f  feeding is done use only grain approved for human or livestock use. I f  you are not 
certain whether the com has been tested and approved, ask the manager. Com packaged in sacks 
that says “deer com” does not necessarily mean it has been tested and approved . Do not use 
untested com directly from the fields or com that has an aflatoxin level o f  100 ppb or higher. 
Consider using another type o f  grain such as sorghum or soybeans.

5) If  turkeys are present in an area consider fencing the feeding site to  help keep the 
turkeys away from the com. It is recommended that the site be 48' X 48' with a 3' tall fence. It 
may take some time for the deer to become accustomed to jumping into the feeding site.

6) Use feeders that protect the com from the weather to reduce contamination and 
spoilage. It is recommended to use feeders which dispense grain into a weather protected trough 
rather than scattering it upon the ground. The use o f feeders with smaller hoppers will keep com 
fresh; these containers may have to be filled more often but it will reduce spoilage. I f  com 
accidentally gets wet, do not use it for feeding deer.

7) If  com is dispersed on the ground use a timed feeder that limits the amount o f com 
thrown. .

w . .



'8)Move the location o f  feeding sites periodically to reduce the risk o f  exposure to disease 
organisms and parasites which accumulate over time on the ground.

9) Make feeders as raccoon proof as possible. Supplemental feeding can elevate local 
raccoon populations which are important nest predators of turkeys in the southeast.

10) Terminate the feeding program by Feb. 15. The fat accumulation cycle in deer begins 
in the fall (September) and ends prior to  green-up (March). The spring and summer months are 
the growing time for deer and their diets are high in proteins. Com  provides carbohydrates which 
are less important at those times o f  the year.
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COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 
Th e  University o f  Georgia 
ATHENS. GEORGIA 30602-7387

TELEPHONE 
<706) 542-1741

FAX
(706) 542-5865

July 31, 1998

Hr. Hugh A. Bateman, Administrator Division of Game Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Post Office Box 98000 Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
Dear Mr. Bateman:

Enclosed are several informational Items on aflatoxln and wildlife.There are four articles from our newsletter, S W D S  BRIEFS and the aflatoxln section from our new Field Manml of Wildlife Diseases in the Southeastern 
United States, We share your concerns about heavy exposure of wildlife through feeding and baiting with condemned corn that will be available this year due to unacceptable contamination. Understandably, most people who buy the contaminated corn will be placing it out to feed deer. We have determined that deer tolerate aflatoxln fairly well; however, we also demonstrated that aflatoxln has undesirable effects on wild turkeys. In addition, we have expressed our concerns that aflatoxlns could have on other wildlife species, particularly songbirds, although we do not have any experimental data.

Under current knowledge, we feel that grains in excess of allowable limits for use in animal feeds should not be deliberately used to feed wildlife. In regard to the question of human safety, we do not believe that consumption of nermil-appeerifig wildlife poses any risk to human health and that handling wildlife that have consumed aflatoxln contaminated c o m  is a cause for concern.
I trust that these Informational items will be useful to your Agency. Please call if you need additional assistance.

Sincerely yours,

^Victor F. Nettles, D.V.M., Ph.D.Director

-rrc**-
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Anatoxin and White-Tailed Deer January 1994, 9.4
As reported in the last issue of the SCWDS BRIEFS (Vol. 9, No, 3), concerns have been voiced about the exposure of wildlife to high levels of aflatoxin in contaminated corn, SCWDS subsequently conducted a small-scale survey to determine aflatoxin levels In field samples of corn used to feed wildlife and an experimental study to evaluate the possible effects of aflatoxin on whitetailed deer.
Wildlife biologists from North Carolina and South Carolina submitted 38 samples of corn from bait piles, storage bins, and fields. These samples were tested by the Athens Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory at The University of Georgia's College of Veterinary Medicine, Aflatoxin levels in 18 of the 38 samples ranged from ZZ to 750 parts per billion (ppb). The remaining samples contained less than the 20 ppb limit set for interstate marketing of grain products.
Using Information derived from the field survey of corn samples, a feeding trial of captive white-tailed deer fawns was begun in late November, One group of youno deer was fed a ration containing approximately 800 ppb of aflatoxin, while a control group received the same ration without aflatoxin. Parameters of liver and Immune function were monitored, as were feed consumption and weight gain. The fawns were examined grossly and microscopically at the conclusion of the trial. Final results are pending and should provide information regarding the effects of chronic exposure of white- tailed deer to high aflatoxin levels. With this information, better recommendations can be made concerning acceptable and unacceptable aflatoxin levels In grains available to deer.
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AfUtoxin Fed to White-tailed Deer October 1994, 10.3
Last year, environmental conditions In some areas of the Southeast were conducive for production of aflatoxln In corn. SCWDS was contacted by several biologists who were concerned that condemned grain was being diverted for use as wildlife feed, particularly in North Carolina and South Carolina where baiting deer for hunting is allowed. Aflatoxins are metabolites of 
Aspergillus fungi and are known to cause decreased feed intake and efficiency, reduced weight gains, hepatotoxldty, iranune suppression, carcinogenesis, end even death in domestic livestock and fowl. Comparable knowledge on aflatoxicosls In wildlife 1s sketchy.
Because studies regarding acceptable levels of aflatoxln had not been done in deer, SCWDS conducted an 8-week pilot study to assess changes in deer health.A secondary objective was to evaluate the potential threat to humans from consumption of meat from deer fed contaminated grain. The dose of aflatoxln used in the study, 800 parts per billion (ppb), was based on the findings of a 1993 study of aflatoxln levels found in deer bait piles (see SCWDS BRIEFS Vol. 9, No. 4).
Fourteen white-tailed deer fawns were used. Half the deer received aflatoxln B^spiked feed (AFB,) daily and the other half of the deer were fed the same ration without aflatoxln. Over the course of the study, parameters such as feed consumption, feed conversion, liver function, and Immune function were measured. After 8 weeks, all animals were euthanized. Necropsy examinations were performed, and liver and muscle samples were analyzed for aflatoxln metabolites.
Clinical illness due to aflatoxln was not evident. However, aflatoxln-fed deer had reduced feed consunptlon by the end of the study. Feed conversion was similar in the Z groups. Some of the youngest fawns had alterations in hepatic function and gross and histologic lesions that were attributable to aflatoxicosls. There were no detectable differences In Immune function. In the exposed animals, residue analyses revealed low levels of an aflatoxln metabolite in the livers, but not in muscle.
This study demonstrated that consumption of low-levels of AFB, by white-tailed deer fawns can cause subcllnical liver damage which, if prolonged, could be harmful. It Is probable that older deer would be more tolerant of aflatoxins. Based on this trial, we concluded that corn containing up to 800 ppb aflatoxln would not be harmful to white-tailed deer when provided as a short-term bait source. Free-ranging deer are not likely to use the bait c o m  as their total diet; therefore, their Intake of aflatoxln probably would be far below 800 ppb. Tissue residues In liver and muscle of deer fed 800 ppb AFB, are not considered a threat to persons consuming the meat.
In spite of these results, we are hesitant to condone the use of aflatoxin- contamlnated c o m  as feed for deer, based on concern for the potential risks to more susceptible non-target wildlife species, notably birds, that could ingest the grain.
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Aflatoxln Tested in Wild Turkeys April 1597, 13.1Aflatoxins, which are toxic byproducts of the fungus Aspergillus, can produce disease in a wide variety of animals and humans. Experimental studies In poultry and domestic animals have shown that aflatoxins can cause poor feed utilization, depressed weight gain, lowered immune responses, liver damage, blood clotting abnormalities, cancer, and death. Heat and drought damage to c o m  enhances aflatoxln production in the field, or the fungi can overgrow in grains that become moldy in storage. Accordingly, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration monitors and restricts levels of aflatoxins that are allowed In foods such as corn, other cereal grains, and peanuts that are Intended for animal or human consumption.
A few published case reports implicate aflatoxln as a mortality factor in waterfowl; however, aflatoxicosls has not been widely recognized as a threat to wildlife, possibly because the dose of aflatoxins is diluted by other foods eaten under natural conditions. As opposed to natural conditions, exposure to aflatoxins could be increased substantially when contaminated feed is deliberately offered to wildlife as feed or bait. SCWDS has received numerous inquiries from biologists who suspected that contaminated corn was being used to feed or bait wildlife. A pilot survey conducted by SCWDS in 1993 revealed that a substantial percentage (41%) of corn piles placed to bait deer contained aflatoxln levels above those allowed in human food (>20 parts per billion). In 1994, we conducted a feeding trial 1n penned white-tailed deer and concluded that aflatoxln did not appear to be a serious threat when fed to deer at levels up to 800 parts per billion over short periods (8 weeks). It should be noted that ruminants are among the roost resistant species to aflatoxins, and we maintained serious reservations regarding the effects of aflatoxln on other wildlife species, particularly birds, which generally are more susceptible to aflatoxicosls.
Through supplemental funding from the National Wild Turkey Federation, SCWDS recently completed a study that evaluated the response of wild turkeys to various levels of dietary aflatoxln. Four-month-old pen-raised wild turkeys were used; birds of this age were chosen to simulate fall exposure of juvenile wild turkeys to aflatoxins at deer bait piles. Three groups were fed 100,200, or 400 parts per billion of aflatoxln in the feed over 2 weeks; the fourth group served as a control. Preliminary results indicate that aflatoxln-fed birds had decreased weight gains and feed consumption as compared to control birds. Blood chemistry alterations attributable to liver dysfunction were seen at varying degrees depending on the dose of aflatoxln fed. Decreased liver weights, liver enzyme alterations, slightly altered blood coagulation patterns, and mild histologic changes were Indicative of low-level liver damage. Immune function, particularly the cell-mediated portion, also was compromised. The effects were seen In all treatment groups, but statistically significant effects generally were seen only at the highest level (400 parts per billion). This study indicates that short-tem, low- level aflatoxln Ingestion can have an effect on juvenile wild turkeys and suggests that feeds containing aflatoxln even as low as 100 parts per billion should be avoided for use as wildlife feeds. Based on these results, we contend that feeds used for wildlife should be held to the same standards as for domestic animal and human use. If there is any question on the status of a wildlife feed, aflatoxln assays can be obtained through most state veterinary diagnostic laboratories.
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Aflatoxin Threat to Wildlife October 1993, 9.3
SCWDS has received numerous telephone calls this fall about possible effects of aflatoxln-contamlnated corn consumed by wildlife. Aflatoxlns are produced by fungi of the genus Aspergillus. Heat and drought-related damage to corn, such as occurred In many areas of the Southeast this summer, provides optimal conditions for growth of this fungus. Toxins can be produced In the field or when harvested grain Is Improperly stored under cool, moist conditions. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has established a maximum aflatoxin level of 20 parts per billion (ppb) for condemnation of corn destined for consumption by humans, dairy cattle, and young livestock. Higher levels, from 100 to 300 ppb, are allowed for grain fed to hogs or cattle. Because many corn crops were rejected by feed companies this year, people have been looking for alternative ways to dispose of contaminated corn.
The point In question has been the risks to wildlife health If this corn is used as supplemental wildlife feed or, where legal, for deer bait. Unfortunately, the effects of aflatoxlns on wild animals are not clear. Information regarding the susceptibility of wildlife 1s lacking, although a few case reports have implicated aflatoxin as a cause of mortality in migratory waterfowl, In a SCWDS pilot project in 1980, young white-tailed deer died within 10 to 48 hours of instillation of high doses of aflatoxin Into the risaen; however, these findings may not be relative to dosages received under natural conditions.
The best information available on aflatoxlcosls comes from domestic animals and humans. Depending upon the dosage, health problems range from acute to chronic liver damage, increased susceptibility to Infectious diseases, cancer, and death. Among domestic animals, there is marked species variation in susceptibility to the toxins. In general, birds are more susceptible than mammals, and young animals are more sensitive than adults. Human health problems usually are due to consumption of contaminated grains or milk and not from eating the meat of an animal that has consumed aflatoxlns.
In view of the well-known effects of aflatoxin in domestic animals, feeding of contaminated 
materials to wildlife should be discouraged. Piling contaminated com on the ground for feed 
or bait could enhance further toxin production; therefore, aflatoxin levels in bait piles may 
increase with time. Furthermore, baiting provides wildlife with access to larger quantities of 
these toxins than they would have under natural conditions. Until the effects of aflatoxlns on 
wildlife health have been properly evaluated, it must be assumed that disease problems 
similar to those seal in domestic animats can occur. At present, SCWDS will retain the 
position stated in the Field Manual o f  Wildlife Diseases in the Southeastern United States as 
follows, ‘’Grains known to be contaminated with aflatoxin in excess of levels allowable in 
animal feeds should not by used in supplemental wildlife feeding programs."
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Press Release
Louisiana Department o f Agriculture and Forestry 

LSU Agricultural Center

Aflatoxin, bi-product o f a fungal infection which generally occurs in drought-stressed com, has 
become a serious concern for Louisiana com producers.

With com harvest beginning in Louisiana, farmers already have had some o f their grain turned away 
from elevators because o f  high aflatoxin levels.

The LSU Agricultural Center and the Louisiana Department o f  Agriculture & Forestry are working 
closely together to provide information and assistance to Louisiana com farmers and grain elevators.

"Aflatoxin is a major concern for Louisiana com producers this year," said Louisiana Department of 
Agriculture & Forestry Commissioner Bob Odom. "We have joined forces with the LSU Agricultural 
Center to provide testing opportunities, equipment and supplies that are similar to those used by the 
grain elevators. We have suspended the fee at the Agricultural Chemistry lab for farmers to submit 
their com for analysis and we have expanded our on-site testing to 10 areas o f  the state. This will help 
farmers make harvesting and marketing decisions as their com matures."

"W e're looking at a major loss o f  income to com farmers and ultimately to the state if we can't help 
overcome this problem," added D r Larry Rogers, LSU Ag Center vice chancellor and director o f the 
LSU Agricultural Experiment Station.

According to Commissioner Odom, "There are about 720,000 acres o f com in Louisiana this year. 
Preliminary estimates indicate that over 50% of Louisiana's com crop with a value o f $62 million has 
been lost to the drought. Loss o f  the remainder will truly be a total financial disaster for Louisiana 
farmers," Odom said.

"Farmers will have to weigh the cost o f total rejection against the expense o f  preventing loss" said 
Extension Service economist Dr. Ken Wegenhoft.

In order to determine the levels o f  aflatoxin that may be present in their crops, farmers may sample 
their fields and have the samples tested prior to harvesting and delivering the grain to  the elevator.

Sites have been established to begin testing Saturday at the Louisiana Department o f  Agriculture & 
Forestry field offices in Opelousas and Vidalia, the Agricultural Chemistry Building on the LSU 
campus at Baton Rouge and at the Dean Lee Research Station near Alexandria. Testing will also 
begin early next week at the Red River Research Station in Bossier City, the Northeast Research 
Station in St. Joseph, the Macon Ridge Research Station in Winnsboro, Louisiana Department o f 
Agriculture & Forestry field offices in Monroe, Lake Providence and Natchitoches with additional 
sites to be announced as the need arises .

County agents o f the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service will be available to collect samples
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from producers in their parishes and transport the samples to the sampling sites, if  the producers 
prefer, according to Dr. Jack Bagent, LSU Ag Center vice chancellor and director o f LSU 
Cooperative Extension Service.

The results of the testing are no guarantee that com in a particular field is acceptable or not," Rogers 
said. "But farmers can use the results as part o f  their management decision on how to manage the 
crop."

Measured in parts per billion (ppb), aflatoxin levels in com in excess o f 20 ppb are prohibited in 
interstate transportation by the U  S. Food and Drug Administration.

Mature animals can tolerate small doses o f  aflatoxin while young animals can be highly susceptible to 
its effects according to Dr. Steven Nicholson, an Extension Service veterinarian with the LSU Ag 
Center.

Although the 20 ppb level has been established by the FDA for all foods, higher levels are allowed in 
certain cases up to a maximum o f  300 ppb in feed for certain animals.

In order to improve the marketability o f  Louisiana com. Commissioner Odom has received verbal 
approval from FDA to allow com containing between 20ppb and 300ppb to be shipped to for use in 
feedlots.

"Fields o f  greatest concern should be those where yield potential has been reduced by lack o f water 
during the critical growth stages," said Dr Walter Morrison, an agronomy specialist with the 
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service. "In most cases, good-yielding com fields that received 
adequate moisture are less o f  a threat."

LSU Ag Center personnel suggest that growers who have established or suspect the presence o f 
aflatoxin can follow several recommendations to follow the problem.

"The fungus appears to begin to produce the toxin most rapidly when com moisture falls below 20 
percent," Morrison said. "Starting harvest at 22-25 percent moisture will help prevent the problem.

Morrison recommends farmers harvest low-yielding or drought-stressed spots or fields separately 
from their other good parts o f their com fields to minimize contamination o f  entire loads o f  com.

"High moisture com should be in a dryer or under aeration within four hours o f  harvest," he added. 
"Producers should dry com in continuous-flow or batch dryers to 15 percent moisture," he said. "The 
higher the temperatures used in drying com kill the fungus and stop the production o f the toxin. Com 
held for sale should be maintained at a moisture level o f 12 percent or lower."
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RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 6, 1998

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouae 
LA. August 6r 1998.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish a hunting 
season in 1999 for turkeys, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession 
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting, 
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds 
is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and 
conservation of wild turkeys and allow for recreational 
opportunities for sport hunting on both public and 
private lands, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules, regulations, 
season dates, and bag limits affecting sport hunting of 
wil£l turkeys are hereby adopted as a Notice of Intent by 
le Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

Thomason Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
La. wildlifeX and Fisheries 
Commission

Jame
La.>Depa 
Fisheries

, Secretary 
f Wildlife &



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its August meeting 

does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate rules and 

regulations governing the hunting of wild turkeys.

1999 TURKEY HUNTING SEASON SCHEDULE

Daily limit is one gobbler, three gobblers per season. Still 

hunting only. Use of dogs, baiting, electronic calling devices and 

live decoys is illegal. Turkeys may be hunted with shotguns, 

including muzzleloading shotguns, using shot not larger than #2 

lead or BB steel shot, and bow and arrow but by no other means. 

Shooting turkeys from a moving or stationary vehicle is prohibited. 

Shotguns capable of holding more than three shells prohibited.

No person shall hunt, trap or take turkeys by the aid of 

baiting or on or over any baited area. Baiting means placing, 

exposing, depositing or scattering of corn (shelled, shucked or 

unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed so as to 

constitute a lure, attraction or enticement to, on or over any 

areas where hunters are attempting to take turkeys.

A baited area is any area where corn (shelled, shucked or 

unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed capable of 
luring, attracting or enticing turkeys is directly or indirectly 

placed, exposed, deposited, distributed or scattered. Such areas 

remain baited areas for 15 days following complete removal of all 

such corn, wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed.

Wildlife agents are authorized to close such baited areas and 

to place signs in the immediate vicinity designating closed zones



and dates of closure.

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries strongly discourages 

“feeding" agricultural grains to wild turkeys as this practice 

increases the risk of birds contracting potentially lethal 

diseases. Repeatedly placing grain in the same area may expose 

otherwise healthy birds to disease contaminated soils, grain 

containing lethal toxins and other diseased turkeys using the same 

feeding site. Properly distributed food plots (clovers, wheat, 

millet and chufa) are far more desirable for turkeys and have the 

added benefit of appealing to a wide variety of wildlife.

It is unlawful to take from the wild or possess in captivity 

any live wild turkeys or their eggs. No pen raised turkeys from 

within or without the state shall be liberated (released) within 

the state.

All licensed turkey hunters are required to have a Turkey 

Stamp in their possession while turkey hunting in addition to basic 

and big game licenses.

STATEWIDE TURKEY HUNTING AREAS

Shooting Hours: one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour

after sunset.

1999 TURKEY HUNTING SEASON 

Open Only in the Following Areas

Area A
March 27-April 25

All of the Following Parishes Are Open:

East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Grant (Exception: See

Kisatchie National Forest hunting schedule for National Forest



dates), Livingston, Natchitoches (Exception: See Kisatchie National 

Forest hunting schedule for National Forest dates), Rapides 

(Exception: See Kisatchie National Forest hunting schedule for 

National Forest dates), St. Helena, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, 

Washington, West Baton Rouge, West Feliciana (including Raccourci 

Island).

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Also Open:

Allen: North of La. 26 from DeRidder to the junction of La. 

104 and north of La. 104.

Avoyelles: That portion bounded on the east by the 

Atchafalaya River northward from Simmesport, on the north by Red 

River to the Brouillette Community, on the west by La. 452 from 

Brouillette to La. 1 eastward to Simmesport, EXCEPT that portion 

surrounding Pomme de Terre WMA, bounded on the north, east and 

south by La. 451, on the west by the Big Bend Levee from its 

junction at the Bayou des Glaise structure east of Bordelonville 

southward to its junction with La. 451.

Beauregard: North of La. 26 east of DeRidder, west of Hwy. 

171 from the junction of Hwy. 26 south to Calcasieu Parish.

Calcasieu: West of U.S. 171 north of 1-10 and north of 1-10 

from the junction of U.S. 171 to Texas state line.

Caldwell: West of Ouachita River southward to Catahoula 

Parish line, east and north of La. 126 and south and west of La. 

127.

Catahoula: West of Ouachita River southward to La. 559 at 

Duty Ferry, north of La. 559 to La. 124, south and west of La. 124 

from Duty Ferry to La. 8 at Harrisonburg and north of La. 8 to La.



126, north and east of La. 126. ALSO that portion lying east of La. 

15.

Concordia: That portion east of Hwy. 15 and west of Hwy. 65 

from its juncture with Hwy. 15 at Clayton.

Evangeline: North and west of La. 115, north of La. 106 from 

St. Landry to La. 13, west of La. 13 from Pine Prairie to Mamou and 

north of La. 104 west of Mamou.

Franklin: That portion lying east of Hwy. 17 and east of Hwy. 

15 from its juncture with Hwy. 17 at Winnsboro.

Iberville: West of La. Hwy. 1. EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA 

for special season dates on all state, federal and private lands 

within Sherburne boundaries.

LaSalle: All lands lying west of La. 127 from the Caldwell 

Parish line to the junction of La. 124; south of La. 124 to the 

junction of La. 124 and 126; west of La. 126 to the junction with 

La. 503; north of La. 503 to Summerville; west of La. 127 from 

Summerville to Little River. Also that portion of land east of La. 

126 from the Caldwell Parish line to the Catahoula Parish line.
Madison: That portion lying west of U.S. Hwy. 65 and south of 

U .S . Hwy. 80.

Pointe Coupee: All except that portion bounded on the west by 

La. 77 and La. 10, northward from U.S. 190 to La. 1 at Morganza, on 

the north and east by La. 1 to its junction with La. 78 and by La. 

78 from Parlang to U.S. 190. Further EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA 

for special season dates on all state, federal and private lands 

within Sherburne boundaries.



Richland: That portion south of U.S. Hwy. 80 and east of Hwy.

17.

Sabine: That portion north of Hwy. 6 from Toledo Bend Lake to 

Many; east of Hwy. 171 from Many to the Vernon Parish line.

St. Landry: That portion bounded on the north by U.S. 190, 

west by the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee. ALSO that 

portion of the parish bounded on the north by La. 10 from the West 

Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee to Burton's Lake, on the east by 

Burton's Lake, on the south by Petite Prairie Bayou to its junction 

with the old O.G. Railroad right-of-way then by the O.G.R.R. right- 

of-way westward to U.S. 71 and on the west by the West Atchafalaya 

Guide Levee to its junction with La. 10, EXCEPT the Indian Bayou 

tract owned by the U.S. Corps of Engineers.

Upper St. Martin: All within the Atchafalaya Basin. 

EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA for special season dates on all state, 

federal and private lands within Sherburne boundaries.

Tensas: That portion west of Hwy. 65 from the Concordia 

Parish line to its juncture with Hwy. 128, north of La. 128 to St. 

Joseph; west and north of La. 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port 

Gibson Ferry. Also all lands lying east of the main channel of the 

Mississippi River.

Vernon: That portion east of Hwy. 171 from the Sabine Parish 

line to the junction of Hwy. Ill, south of Hwy. Ill westward to 

Hwy. 392, and south of Hwy. 392 westward to the Sabine Parish line 

Exception: See Kisatchie National Forest hunting schedule for 

season dates.

Winn: Only that portion within the boundaries of the National



Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserve. Exception: See Kisatchie 

National Forest hunting schedule for Catahoula Wildlife Management 

Preserve season dates.

Area B
April 3-April 18

All of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Bienville, Bossier, Claiborne, Lincoln, Red River, Webster, 

Including Caney Ranger District of Kisatchie National Forest. 

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Caddo: That portion north of La. 2 from the Texas state line

to U.S. 71, east of U.S. 71 from La. 2 to 1-20, south of 1-20 from 

U.S. 71 to U.S. 171, and east of U.S. 171 to the DeSoto Parish 

line.

DeSoto: That portion east of U.S. 171 from the Caddo Parish

line to U.S. 84 and south of U.S. 84.

Jackson: West of Parish Road 243 from Lincoln Parish line to

Parish Road 238, west and south of Parish Road 238 to La. 144, west 

of La. 144 to La. 34, west of La. 34 to Chatham, north and west of 

La. 4 from Chatham to Weston, north and west of La. 505 from Weston 

to Wyatt, west of U.S. 167 from Wyatt to Winn Parish line.

Ouachita: East of La. 143 from Union Parish line to Bayou

Darbonne, north of Bayou Darbonne to the Ouachita River, west of 

the Ouachita River from the mouth of Bayou Darbonne northward to 

the Union Parish line.

Morehouse: West of U.S. 165 from the Arkansas line to Bonita,

north and west of La. 140 to junction of La. 830-4 (Cooper Lake



Road), west of La. 830-4 to Bastrop, north of U.S. 165 from Bastrop 

to Ouachita Parish line.

Union: West of La. 15 from Ouachita Parish line to La. 33 

west of Farmerville, north of La. 33 to La. 2 at Farmerville, north 

and east of La. 2 to La. 143 at Crossroads, east of La. 143 to the 

Ouachita Parish line.

Area C
March 27-April 4

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Ascension: All east of the Mississippi River.

Avoyelles: That portion surrounding Pomme de Terre WMA,

bounded on the north, east and south by La. 451, on the west by the 

Big Bend Levee from its junction at the Bayou des Glaise structure 

east of Bordelonville southward to its junction with La. 451.

Concordia: North and east of Sugar Mill Chute (Concordia

Parish) from the state line westward to Red River, east of Red 

River northward to Cocodrie Bayou, east of Cocodrie Bayou northward 

to U.S. Hwy. 84, south of U.S. Hwy. 84 eastward to La. Hwy. 15 

(Ferriday) , east of La. Hwy. 15 northward to U.S. Hwy. 65 

(Clayton), east of U.S. Hwy. 65 northward to Tensas Parish line.
Iberville: All east of the Mississippi River.

St. Landry: That portion bounded on the south by La. 10, on

the west by the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee, on the 

east by La. 105, and on the north by the Avoyelles Parish line.

Tensas: East and south of U.S. Hwy. 65 from Concordia Parish

line to Hwy. 128, south of Hwy. 128 to St. Joseph, east and south



of La. Hwy. 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port Gibson Ferry.

1999 WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA TURKEY HUNTING REGULATIONS

GENERAL

The following rules and regulations concerning management, 

protection and harvest of wildlife have been officially approved 

and adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance 

with the authority provided in Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, 

Section 109 of Title 56. Failure to comply with these regulations 

will subject the individual to citation and/or expulsion from the 

management area.

Only those Wildlife Management Areas listed are open to turkey 

hunting.

All trails and roads designated as ATV Only shall be closed to 

AT Vs from March 1 through September 15. ATV off-road or trail 

travel is prohibited. Walk-in hunting only (bicycles permitted), 

unless opened by sign on trail.

Bag limits on WMAs are part of the season bag limit. The bag 

limit for turkeys on Wildlife Management Areas is one per area, not 

to exceed two per season for all WMAs. The bag limit for turkeys 

is one gobbler per day and three gobblers per season including 

those taken on WMAs.

PERMITS

Self-Clearing Permits: All turkey hunts, including lottery

hunts, are self-clearing and all hunters must check in daily by 

picking up a permit from a self-clearing station. Upon completion 

of each daily hunt, the hunter must check out by completing the



hunter report portion of the permit and depositing it in the check

out box at a self-clearing station before exiting the WMA.

Lottery Hunts: Bayou Macon, Dewey Wills, Georgia-Pacific, 

Loggy Bayou, Sabine, Sherburne, Sicily Island and Tunica Hills WMAs 

are restricted to those persons selected as a result of the pre

application Lottery. Deadline for receiving applications is 

January 31, 1999. Application fee of $5 must be sent with each 

application. Applicants may submit only one application and will 

be selected for one WMA Turkey Lottery Hunt annually. Submitting 

more than one application will result in disqualification. Contact 

any district office for applications. Hunters must abide by self

clearing permit requirements.
Requests for information on WMA regulations, permits, lottery 

hunt applications and maps may be directed to any district office: 

[District 1 —  P.O. Box 915, Minden, 71055; 318/371-3050]; [District

2 —  368 Century Park Drive, Monroe, 71203; 318/343-4044]; [District

3 —  1995 Shreveport Hwy., Pineville, 71360; 318/487-5885] ; 

[District 4 —  P.O. Box 426, Ferriday, 71334; 318/757-4571]; 

[District 5 —  1213 N. Lakeshore Dr., Lake Charles, 70601; 318/491- 

2575]; [District 6 —  5652 Highway 182, Opelousas, 70570; 318/948- 

0255]; [District 7 —  P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, 70898; 504/765- 

2360].

Wildlife Management Turkey Hunting Schedule*

WMA Season Dates Permit Lottery

Requirements Dates**
Bayou Macon April 3-April 4 Self-clearing April 3-4
Bens Creekt March 27-April 18 Self-clearing None



Big Lake March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Bodcau April 3-April 18 Self-clearing None
Boeuf March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Boise Vernon March 27-April 18 Self-clearing None
Camp

Beauregard

March 27-April 10 Self-clearing None

Dewey Wills March 27-April 4 Self-clearing March 27-28 

March 29-31
Fort Polk March 27-April 25 Self-clearing None
Georgia-

Pacific

April 3-April 11 Self-clearing April 3-4

Grassy Lake March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Jackson-

Bienville

April 3-April 18 Self-clearing None

Little River March 27-April 10 Self-clearing None
Loggy Bayou April 10-April 11 

April 17-April 18

Self-clearing April 10-11 

April 17-18
Pearl River March 27-April 11 Self-clearing None
Reason Ridge March 27-April 25 Self-clearing None
Pomme de 

Terre

March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None

Red River March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Sabine March 27-March 28 

April 3-April 4

Self-clearing March 27-28 

April 3-4
Sandy

Hollowt

March 27-April 18 Self-clearing None

Sherburne March 27-April 4 Self-clearing March 27-28 

March 29-31



Sicily March 27-March 28 Self-clearing March 27-28

Island April 3-April 4 April 3-4

April 10-April 11 April 10-11
Three Rivers March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Tunica Hills March 27-March 28 Self-clearing March 27-28

April 3-April 4 April 3-4

April 10-April 11 April 10-11

*Only those Wildlife Management Areas listed have a turkey 

hunting season. All other areas are CLOSED. For seasons on 

smaller lands managed by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 

contact the local district office.

** The deadline for receiving applications for all turkey 

Lottery Hunts on WMAs is January 31, 1999.

t No turkey hunting within 100 yards of food plots identified 

by two yellow paint rings around the nearest tree.

Kisatchie National Forest Turkey Hunting Schedule: Caney

Ranger District, April 3-18; Winn Ranger District closed except 

Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserve, March 27-April 18; all 

other Kisatchie National Forest Districts, March 27-April 18.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 24: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and 

the final Rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the



Fiscal and Economic Impact Statement, the filing of the Notice of 

Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondences to other agencies of government.

Additionally, interested persons may submit written comments 

relative to the proposed rule until October 23, 1998 to Hugh A. 

Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, 

LA 70898.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman
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RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 6, 1998

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a s  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  W i l d l i f e  a n d  F i s h e r i e s  
C o m m i s s i  r m  a t  i t s  r e g u l a r  C o i n i n i s s i o n  M e e t i n g  h e l d  i n  R a t o n  R o u g e  
T A r A u g u s t  6 r 1 9 9 8 .

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish a hunting 
season in 1999 for turkeys, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession 
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting, 
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds 
is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and 
conservation of wild turkeys and allow for recreational 
opportunities for sport hunting on both public and 
private lands, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules, regulations, 
season dates, and bag limits affecting sport hunting of 
wild turkeys are hereby adopted as a Notice of Intent by 
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its August meeting 

does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate rules and 

regulations governing the hunting of wild turkeys.

1999 TURKEY HUNTING SEASON SCHEDULE

Daily limit is one gobbler, three gobblers per season. Still 

hunting only. Use of dogs, baiting, electronic calling devices and 

live decoys is illegal. Turkeys may be hunted with shotguns, 

including muzzleloading shotguns, using shot not larger than #2 

lead or BB steel shot, and bow and arrow but by no other means. 

Shooting turkeys from a moving or stationary vehicle is prohibited. 

Shotguns capable of holding more than three shells prohibited.

No person shall hunt, trap or take turkeys by the aid of 

baiting or on or over any baited area. Baiting means placing, 

exposing, depositing or scattering of corn (shelled, shucked or 

unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed so as to 

constitute a lure, attraction or enticement to, on or over any 

areas where hunters are attempting to take turkeys.

A baited area is any area where corn (shelled, shucked or 

unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed capable of 

luring, attracting or enticing turkeys is directly or indirectly 

placed, exposed, deposited, distributed or scattered. Such areas 

remain baited areas for 15 days following complete removal of all 

such corn, wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed.

Wildlife agents are authorized to close such baited areas and 

to place signs in the immediate vicinity designating closed zones



and dates of closure.

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries strongly discourages 

"feeding" agricultural grains to wild turkeys as this practice 

increases the risk of birds contracting potentially lethal 

diseases. Repeatedly placing grain in the same area may expose 

otherwise healthy birds to disease contaminated soils, grain 

containing lethal toxins and other diseased turkeys using the same 

feeding site. Properly distributed food plots (clovers, wheat, 

millet and chufa) are far more desirable for turkeys and have the 

added benefit of appealing to a wide variety of wildlife.

It is unlawful to take from the wild or possess in captivity 

any live wild turkeys or their eggs. No pen raised turkeys from 

within or without the state shall be liberated (released) within 

the state.

All licensed turkey hunters are required to have a Turkey 

Stamp in their possession while turkey hunting in addition to basic 

and big game licenses.

STATEWIDE TURKEY HUNTING AREAS 

Shooting Hours: one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour

after sunset.

1999 TURKEY HUNTING SEASON 

Open Only in the Following Areas

Area A
March 27-April 25

All of the Following Parishes Are Open:

East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Grant (Exception: See

Kisatchie National Forest hunting schedule for National Forest



dates), Livingston, Natchitoches (Exception: See Kisatchie National 

Forest hunting schedule for National Forest dates), Rapides 

(Exception: See Kisatchie National Forest hunting schedule for 

National Forest dates), St. Helena, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, 

Washington, West Baton Rouge, West Feliciana (including Raccourci 

Island).

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Also Open:

Allen: North of La. 26 from DeRidder to the junction of La. 

104 and north of La. 104.

Avoyelles: That portion bounded on the east by the 

Atchafalaya River northward from Simmesport, on the north by Red 

River to the Brouillette Community, on the west by La. 452 from 

Brouillette to La. 1 eastward to Simmesport, EXCEPT that portion 

surrounding Pomme de Terre WMA, bounded on the north, east and 
south by La. 451, on the west by the Big Bend Levee from its 

junction at the Bayou des Glaise structure east of Bordelonville 

southward to its junction with La. 451.

Beauregard: North of La. 26 east of DeRidder, west of Hwy. 

171 from the junction of Hwy. 26 south to Calcasieu Parish.

Calcasieu: West of U.S. 171 north of 1-10 and north of 1-10 

from the junction of U.S. 171 to Texas state line.

Caldwell: West of Ouachita River southward to Catahoula 

Parish line, east and north of La. 126 and south and west of La. 

127.

Catahoula: West of Ouachita River southward to La. 559 at 

Duty Ferry, north of La. 559 to La. 124, south and west of La. 124 

from Duty Ferry to La. 8 at Harrisonburg and north of La. 8 to La.



126, north and east of La. 126. ALSO that portion lying east of La.

15.

Concordia: That portion east of Hwy. 15 and west of Hwy. 65 

from its juncture with Hwy. 15 at Clayton.

Evangeline: North and west of La. 115, north of La. 106 from 

St. Landry to La. 13, west of La. 13 from Pine Prairie to Mamou and 

north of La. 104 west of Mamou.

Franklin: That portion lying east of Hwy. 17 and east of Hwy. 

15 from its juncture with Hwy. 17 at Winnsboro.

Iberville: West of La. Hwy. 1. EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA 

for special season dates on all state, federal and private lands 

within Sherburne boundaries.

LaSalle: All lands lying west of La. 127 from the Caldwell 

Parish line to the junction of La. 124? south of La. 124 to the 

junction of La. 124 and 126; west of La. 126 to the junction with 

La. 503; north of La. 503 to Summerville; west of La. 127 from 

Summerville to Little River. Also that portion of land east of La. 

126 from the Caldwell Parish line to the Catahoula Parish line.

Madison: That portion lying west of U.S. Hwy. 65 and south of 

U.S. Hwy. 80.

Pointe Coupee: All except that portion bounded on the west by 

La. 77 and La. 10, northward from U.S. 190 to La. 1 at Morganza, on 

the north and east by La. 1 to its junction with La. 78 and by La. 

78 from Parlang to U.S. 190. Further EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA 

for special season dates on all state, federal and private lands 

within Sherburne boundaries.



Richland: That portion south of U.S. Hwy. 80 and east of Hwy.

17.

Sabine: That portion north of Hwy. 6 from Toledo Bend Lake to 

Many; east of Hwy. 171 from Many to the Vernon Parish line.

St. Landry: That portion bounded on the north by U.S. 190, 

west by the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee. ALSO that 

portion of the parish bounded on the north by La. 10 from the West 

Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee to Burton's Lake, on the east by 

Burton's Lake, on the south by Petite Prairie Bayou to its junction 

with the old O.G. Railroad right-of-way then by the O.G.R.R. right- 

of-way westward to U.S. 71 and on the west by the West Atchafalaya 

Guide Levee to its junction with La. 10, EXCEPT the Indian Bayou 

tract owned by the U.S. Corps of Engineers.

Upper St. Martin: All within the Atchafalaya Basin. 

EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA for special season dates on all state, 

federal and private lands within Sherburne boundaries.

Tensas: That portion west of Hwy. 65 from the Concordia 

Parish line to its juncture with Hwy. 128, north of La. 128 to St. 

Joseph; west and north of La. 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port 
Gibson Ferry. Also all lands lying east of the main channel of the 

Mississippi River.
Vernon: That portion east of Hwy. 171 from the Sabine Parish 

line to the junction of Hwy. Ill, south of Hwy. Ill westward to 

Hwy. 392, and south of Hwy. 392 westward to the Sabine Parish line 

Exception: See Kisatchie National Forest hunting schedule for 

season dates.

Winn: Only that portion within the boundaries of the National



Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserve. Exception: See Kisatchie 

National Forest hunting schedule for Catahoula Wildlife Management 

Preserve season dates.

Area B
April 3-April 18

All of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Bienville, Bossier, Claiborne, Lincoln, Red River, Webster, 

Including Caney Ranger District of Kisatchie National Forest. 

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Caddo: That portion north of La. 2 from the Texas state line

to U.S. 71, east of U.S. 71 from La. 2 to 1-20, south of 1-20 from 

U.S. 71 to U.S. 171, and east of U.S. 171 to the DeSoto Parish

line.
DeSoto: That portion east of U.S. 171 from the Caddo Parish

line to u.S. 84 and south of U.S. 84.

Jackson: West of Parish Road 243 from Lincoln Parish line to

Parish Road 238, west and south of Parish Road 238 to La. 144, west 

of La. 144 to La. 34, west of La. 34 to Chatham, north and west of 

La. 4 from Chatham to Weston, north and west of La. 505 from Weston 

to Wyatt, west of U.S. 167 from Wyatt to Winn Parish line.

Ouachita: East of La. 143 from Union Parish line to Bayou

Darbonne, north of Bayou Darbonne to the Ouachita River, west of 

the Ouachita River from the mouth of Bayou Darbonne northward to 

the Union Parish line.

Morehouse: West of U.S. 165 from the Arkansas line to Bonita,

north and west of La. 140 to junction of La. 830-4 (Cooper Lake



Road) , west of La. 830-4 to Bastrop, north of U.S. 165 from Bastrop 

to Ouachita Parish line.

Union: West of La. 15 from Ouachita Parish line to La. 33 

west of Farmerville, north of La. 33 to La. 2 at Farmerville, north 

and east of. La. 2 to La. 143 at Crossroads, east of La. 143 to the 

Ouachita Parish line.

Area C
March 27-April 4

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Ascension: All east of the Mississippi River.

Avoyelles: That portion surrounding Pomme de Terre WMA,

bounded on the north, east and south by La. 451, on the west by the 

Big Bend Levee from its junction at the Bayou des Glaise structure 

east of Bordelonville southward to its junction with La. 451.

Concordia: North and east of Sugar Mill Chute (Concordia

Parish) from the state line westward to Red River, east of Red 

River northward to Cocodrie Bayou, east of Cocodrie Bayou northward 

to U.S. Hwy. 84, south of U.S. Hwy. 84 eastward to La. Hwy. 15 

(Ferriday) , east of La. Hwy. 15 northward to U.S. Hwy. 65 

(Clayton), east of U.S. Hwy. 65 northward to Tensas Parish line.

Iberville: All east of the Mississippi River.

St. Landry: That portion bounded on the south by La. 10, on

the west by the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee, on the 

east by La. 105, and on the north by the Avoyelles Parish line.

Tensas: East and south of U.S. Hwy. 65 from Concordia Parish

line to Hwy. 128, south of Hwy. 128 to St. Joseph, east and south



of La. Hwy. 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port Gibson Ferry.

1999 WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA TURKEY HUNTING REGULATIONS

GENERAL

The following rules and regulations concerning management, 

protection and harvest of wildlife have been officially approved 

and adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance 

with the authority provided in Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, 

Section 109 of Title 56. Failure to comply with these regulations 

will subject the individual to citation and/or expulsion from the 

management area.

Only those Wildlife Management Areas listed are open to turkey 

hunting.

All trails and roads designated as ATV Only shall be closed to 

ATVs from March 1 through September 15. ATV off-road or trail 

travel is prohibited. Walk-in hunting only (bicycles permitted), 

unless opened by sign on trail.

Bag limits on WMAs are part of the season bag limit. The bag 

limit for turkeys on Wildlife Management Areas is one per area, not 
to exceed two per season for all WMAs. The bag limit for turkeys 

is one gobbler per day and three gobblers per season including 

those taken on WMAs.

PERMITS

Self-Clearing Permits: All turkey hunts, including lottery 

hunts, are self-clearing and all hunters must check in daily by 

picking up a permit from a self-clearing station. Upon completion 

of each daily hunt, the hunter must check out by completing the



hunter report portion of the permit and depositing it in the check

out box at a self-clearing station before exiting the WMA.

Lottery Hunts: Bayou Macon, Dewey Wills, Georgia-Pacific, 

Loggy Bayou, Sabine, Sherburne, Sicily Island and Tunica Hills WMAs 

are restricted to those persons selected as a result of the pre

application Lottery. Deadline for receiving applications is 

January 31, 1999. Application fee of $5 must be sent with each 

application. Applicants may submit only one application and will 

be selected for one WMA Turkey Lottery Hunt annually. Submitting 

more than one application will result in disqualification. Contact 

any district office for applications. Hunters must abide by self

clearing permit requirements.

Requests for information on WMA regulations, permits, lottery 

hunt applications and maps may be directed to any district office: 

[District 1 —  P.O. Box 915, Minden, 71055; 318/371-3050]; [District

2 —  368 Century Park Drive, Monroe, 71203; 318/343-4044]; [District

3 —  1995 Shreveport Hwy., Pineville, 71360; 318/487-5885]; 

[District 4 —  P.O. Box 426, Ferriday, 71334; 318/757-4571]; 

[District 5 —  1213 N. Lakeshore Dr., Lake Charles, 70601; 318/491- 

2575]; [District 6 —  5652 Highway 182, Opelousas, 70570; 318/948- 

0255]; [District 7 —  P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, 70898; 504/765- 

2360] .

Wildlife Management Turkey Hunting Schedule*

WMA Season Dates Permit Lottery

Requirements Dates**
Bayou Macon April 3-April 4 Self-clearing April 3-4
Bens Creekf March 27-April 18 Self-clearina None



Biq Lake March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Bodcau April 3-April 18 Self-clearing None
Boeuf March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Boise Vernon March 27-April 18 Self-clearing None
Camp

Beauregard

March 27-April 10 Self-clearing None

Dewey Wills March 27-April 4 Self-clearing March 27-28 

March 29-31
Fort Polk March 27-April 25 Self-clearing None
Georgia-

Pacific

April 3-April 11 Self-clearing April 3-4

Grassy Lake March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Jackson-

Bienville

April 3-April 18 Self-clearing None

Little River March 27-April 10 Self-clearing None
Loggy Bayou April 10-April 11 

April 17-April 18

Self-clearing April 10-11 

April 17-18
Pearl River March 27-April 11 Self-clearing None
Reason Ridge March 27-April 25 Self-clearing None
Pomme de 

Terre

March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None

Red River March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Sabine March 27-March 28 

April 3-April 4

Self-clearing March 27-28 

April 3-4
Sandy

Hollowt

March 27-April 18 Self-clearing None

Sherburne March 27-April 4 Self-clearing March 27-28 

March 29-31



Sicily March 27-March 28 Self-clearing March 27-28

Island April 3-April 4 April 3-4

April 10-April 11 April 10-11
Three Rivers March 27-April 4 Self-clearing None
Tunica Hills March 27-March 28 Self-clearing March 27-28

April 3-April 4 April 3-4

April 10-April 11 April 10-11

*Only those Wildlife Management Areas listed have a turkey 

hunting season. All other areas are CLOSED. For seasons on 

smaller lands managed by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 

contact the local district office.

** The deadline for receiving applications for all turkey 

Lottery Hunts on WMAs is January 31, 1999.

t No turkey hunting within 100 yards of food plots identified 

by two yellow paint rings around the nearest tree.

Kisatchie National Forest Turkey Hunting Schedule: Caney

Ranger District, April 3-18; Winn Ranger District closed except 

Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserve, March 27-April 18; all 

other Kisatchie National Forest Districts, March 27-April 18.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 24: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and 

the final Rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the



Fiscal and Economic Impact Statement, the filing of the Notice of 

Intent and final Rule arid the preparation of reports and 

correspondences to other agencies of government.

Additionally, interested persons may submit written comments 

relative to the proposed rule until October 23, 1998 to Hugh A. 

Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, 

LA 70898.
Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman
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M I S S I S S I P P I  F L Y W A Y  C O U N C I L  - L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T  C O M M I S S I O N

M ississippi Flyway W aterfowl Enforcem ent R eport 1997/1998

VIOLATION TYPE LOUISIANA TOTAL* WARNING
Use or possess toxic shot 120 -z' 513 97

Hunt before or after legal shooting hours -100 445 151

Shoot or possess over bag or possession limit 66 224 46

Baiting violations 20 124 33

Hunt waterfowl in the closed season 16 170 5

Hunt with unplugged shotgun 48 391 103

Hunt without license 28 181 58

Hunt without required stamp(s) 110 / 459 487

Shoot protected species 14 81 8

Fail to retrieve/ wanton waste 23 42 36
Illegal transportation or tagging 46 127 38

Hunt with oversize shot or illegal firearm 2 34 9

Hunt from motorboat/rallying/vehicle 45 113 43

Hunt in refuge or closed area 66 28

Other misc/special waterfowl regulations/geese & )  
creeping/poss live MGB/hunt M GB-publicroW poss 
duck other than teal during special teal Gl&J? 
season/electronic callers

48 449 390

Total W ater fowl Violations 686 3419 1532

Related violations involving waterfowl hunters 
(boating, trespass, litter, vehicles, etc.)

417 325

TOTAL VIOLATIONS -  f 7 . f  X , 686 3836 1857
* 11 states including Louisiana



185-Amph. - 61092 
Hrs. - 61.0

Enforcement Hours 
Other Divisions

ENFORCEMENT AVIATION REPORT 
JULY. 1998

185-Float - 70365 210
Hrs. - 43.7 Hrs.

98.4
6.3

9467Y

Total Plane Use 104.7 Hrs.



E N F O R C E M E N T  C A S E  R E P O R T

IULY 1998



REG IO N  1-MINDEN PARISHES: W EBSTER, CLAIBORNE, BOSSIER,
CADDO, DESOTO, RED RIVER, 
BIENVILLE

ENFORCEM ENT CASE REPO RT-JU LY , 1998

TO TA L CASES 91 W ILDLIFE M ANAGEM ENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 1

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N  OF CITATION

41 Boating

12 Angling W /O A License

2 Fishing W / 0  Non-Resident License

29 Fishing W/O Resident Cane Pole License

1 Take Game Fish Illegal M ethods

1 Take Overlim it O f F reshw ater G am e Fish

2 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1 Not A biding By Commission Rules & Regulations

1 Caddo Lake (Yo-Yo Regulations)

1 Not Abiding By R& R On WMA

CONFISCATIONS:

__________________________ CONFISCATION D ESCRIPTIO N _____________________
nine striped  bass donated to charity, 1 hybrid  striped bass, 1 largem outh bass, 2 white 
bass, 2 b lack bass.

l



TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REG IO N  1

TO TA L D ESCRIPTION

41 Boating

0 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

0 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

49 Recreational Fishing

0 State H unting/Trapping

1 W MA Rules and Regulations

TOTAL NUM BER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TO TA L D ESCRIPTIO N

1 Public Assistance

TOTAL NUM BER O F CASES MADE ON WMAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME O F M ANAGEM ENT AREA

1 Bodcau WMA

2



R EG IO N  2 - M ONROE PARISHES: E. CARROLL, W. CARROLL, 
JACKSON, LINCOLN, M OREHOUSE, 
OUACHITA, RICHLAND, UNION

TO TA L CASES 95 W ILDLIFE M ANAGEM ENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 3

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N  O F CITATION

1 Overloading of M otorboat

1 Im properly Riding On Deck O r Gunwales

4 No Observer In W atercraft W hile Skiing

1 No Boat Numbers

8 No Boat Registration C ertificate In Possession

2 O perate Unregistered M otorboat

1 Failure To Display Valid Decal

2 Expired Boat Registration

4 Im proper Running Lights

8 Failure To Comply W ith PFD Requirem ents

4 Failure To Have PFD On Person U nder 13 W hile Underway

4 Careless Operation O f W atercraft

1 Reckless Operation O f W atercraft

1 Failure To Comply W ith Accident Procedures

2 Failure To File Accident R eport

1 O perate Personal W atercraft A t Night

1 Sell Commercial Fish W ithout License

1 Sell Fish Caught Recreationally

14 Angle W ithout A License

1 DW I-Boating

5 O perate ATV On Pubic Road

8 Illegal Possession O f Alcoholic Beverages

3



TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

11 Littering

2 Violate Rules & Regulations On W MA

1 Illegal Possession O f Stolen Things

1 Negligent In jury

1 O perate Vehicle On Levee Right-Of-W ay

1 D riving W ith O ut O perato r’s License

3 Possession O f M arijuana

CONFISCATIONS:

__________________________ CONFISCATION D ESCRIPTION
1 R oger B lack H awk .357,1 .22 caliber gun, 2 bags o f m arijuana.

i

4



TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REGION- 2

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N

46 Boating

2 Commercial Fishing

-0- Federal M igratory

11 Littering

20 Miscellaneous

14 Recreational Fishing

-0- State H unting/Trapping

2 W M A Rules and Regulations

TO TA L NUM BER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N

20
Public Assistance (15 Assisted S tranded Boaters, 5 Stranded M otorists

TOTAL NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON WMAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME O F M ANAGEM ENT AREA

3 Russell Sage

5



R EG IO N  3 - PINEV ILLE PARISHES: RAPIDES, W INN, NATCHITOCHES,
SABINE, GRANT, VERNON,
AVOYELLES

TO TA L CASES 132 W ILDLIFE M ANAGEM ENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 20

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N  OF CITATION

11 No O bserver In W atercraft W hile Skiing

14 Failure To Comply W / PFD Requirem ents

7 Failure To Have PFD O n Person U nder 13 W hile Underway

6 Im proper Running Lights

1 Careless Operation W hile W ater-Skiing

10 Littering

2 Careless Operation O f A W atercraft

3 Not Abiding By Rules & Regulations On W MA

43 Angling W /O A License

2 Failure To Display Valid Decals

5 Expire Boat Registration Certificate

1 No Boat Registration Certificate In  Possession

3 Im proper Riding On Deck o r Gunwales

1 No Boat Numbers

1 Possess Gamefish Illegally

1 O peration ATV On Public Road

5 C rim inal Trespass O n State Property

6 Angling W/O A Non-Resident License In  Possession

1 Reckless Operation O f A Vehicle

1 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1 Possess O ver Lim it F reshw ater Gam efish (Black Bass)

1 Possess R abbit Close Season

6



TO TA L D ESCRIPTION OF CITATION

1 Fish W /O Resident Pole License

1 Selling Game Fish

2 Possession O f Illegally Taken Deer Closed Season

1 O perate Personal W atercraft A t Night

1 Reckless Operation O f A W atercraft

CONFISCATIONS:

__________________________ CONFISCATION D ESCRIPTIO N
1 crappie, 4 striped bass, 3 black bass, 1 rabb it

7



TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REG IO N  3

TO TA L D ESCRIPTIO N

55 Boating

0 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

10 Littering

7 Miscellaneous

54 Recreational Fishing

3 State H unting/Trapping

3 W MA Rules and Regulations

TOTAL NUM BER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N

0 Public Assistance

TOTAL NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON W MAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME OF M ANAGEM ENT AREA

2 Alexandria State Forest

1 Cam p Beauregard

7 Spring Bayou

4 Ind ian  C reek

2 G rassy Lake

4 Little River

8



REG IO N  4-FERRIDAY PARISHES: CALDW ELL, CATAHOULA,
CONCORDIA, LASALLE, FRANKLIN 
MADISON, & TENSAS

TO TA L CASES 109 W ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 14

TO TA L D ESCRIPTIO N  O F CITATION

45 Boating

55 Angling W /O A License

1 H unt O r Discharge F irearm  From  Levee

3 Not A biding by Rules & Regulations O n W MA

5 Littering

CONFISCATIONS:

__________________________ CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION
5—hoop nets with leads, 27’ Scarab Boat with inboard  m otor & trailer.

9



TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REG IO N  4

TO TA L D ESCRIPTIO N

45 Boating

0 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

5 Littering

1 Miscellaneous

55 Recreational Fishing

0 State H unting/Trapping

3 W MA Rules and Regulations

TOTAL NUM BER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TO TA L D ESCRIPTION

5 Public Assistance

TOTAL NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON W MAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME OF M ANAGEM ENT AREA

14 Dewey Wills Wildlife M anagem ent A rea

1 0



REG IO N  5 -  LAKE CHARLES PARISHES: ACADIA, ALLEN, BEAUREGARD
CALCASIEU, CAMERON, EVANGELINE 
JE F F  DAVIS AND VERM ILION

TO TA L CASES 301 W ILDLIFE M ANAGEM ENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 70

TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

106 Boating

1 Allow A nother To Use Recreational License

43 Angling W /O A License

1 Use G ear W /O Recreational G ear License

7 Angling W /O A Non-Resident License

5 Take/Poss. Undersize Red Drum

1 Take/Poss. Undersize Sea T rout

4 Take/Poss. Undersize Black D rum

2 N ot Abiding By Rules And Regulation O f Refuge

2 O btain License O r Engage In Activity D uring Revocation

1 Take And Sell Commercial Fish W ithout Commercial License

2 Take Commercial Fish W ithout Com m ercial G ear License

1 Take/Possession O f Commercial Fish W ithout Commercial Vess.Lic.

2 Sell A nd/O r Buy Seafood W ithout W holesale/Retail Dealers Lie.

1 Failure To M aintain Records

1 T ran sp o rt Seafood W ithout Required License

3 Take Gam e Fish Illegally

11 Failure To M ark  C rab Container

3 Possess A nd/O r Sell Undersize C rabs

6 Possess O ver 20%  Undersize C rabs

2 Take A lligators W ithout A License

6 Take A lligators Closed Season

II



TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

47 Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations O f Refuge

1 Resisting A rrest

8 Illegal Possession O f M arijuana

13 Littering

16 O ther Than Wildlife And Fisheries Violation

3 Flight F rom  An Officer

1 Driving W ithout An O perator’s License

1 Possession O f Stolen Things

CONFISCATIONS:

__________________________ CONFISCATION D ESCRIPTIO N  _____________________
3 em pty littering containers, 1 resident fishing license, 1 resident saltw ater fishing license, 
38 glass containers of alcohol beverages, 1 outboard  m otor, 1-14 foot alum inum  boat, 1-40 
h.p. m ariner, 1 homemade boat trailer, 7 m arijuana cigarettes, 1 roach clip, 4 vicodin pills, 
2 packages of M arlboro Lights, 14 undersize red drum , 2 undersize spotted sea trou t, 10 
undersize black drum , 7 channel catfish, 1 flounder, 10 red snapper, 2 cobia, 1 ice chest, 1 
alligator head and skin, 10 lbs. of alligator meat, 4 alligators , 19 receipt tags, 764 lbs. of 
crabs re tu rned  to w ater, 59 Vi dozen crabs re tu rned  to w ater, 24 lbs. of shrim p sold for 
$36.00.

12



TO TA L O F EA CH  CATEGORY FO R  REG IO N  5

TO TA L D ESCRIPTION

106 Boating

31 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

13 Littering

30 Miscellaneous

66 Recreational Fishing

8 State H unting/Trapping

47 W M A Rules and Regulations

TOTAL NUM BER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

7 Public Assistance

TO TA L NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON W MAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME O F M ANAGEM ENT AREA

60 Rockefeller Refuge

1 M arsh Island

1 W est Bay

2 State Wildlife

6 Sabine Island

13



REG IO N  6 - OPELOUSAS PARISHES: ST. LANDRY, LAFAYETTE,
PO IN TE COUPEE, W EST 
BATON ROUGE, IBERVILLE, 
ST. M ARTIN AND IBERIA

TO TA L CASES 193 W ILDLIFE M ANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 18

TOTAL D ESCRIPTION OF CITATION

97 Boating

62 Angling W/O A License

6 Angling W /O A Non-Resident License

1 Use G ear W/O Recreational G ear License

8 Fish W /O Resident Pole License

6 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1 Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession

2 Take Commercial Fish W ithout Com m ercial G ear License

1 T ake/O r Sell Commercial Fish W /O Com m ercial License

1 Illegal Possession O f Gamefish

1 H unt Rabbits Closed Season

1 H unt From  Moving Vehicle

1 Not A biding By Rules And Regulations

4 Littering

1 Filing False Public Records

14



CONFISCATIONS:

__________________________ CONFISCATION D ESCRIPTIO N
12 bass, 93 sac-a-Iait, 12 bream.

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REG IO N  6

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N

97 Boating

5 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

4 Littering '

1 Miscellaneous

83 Recreational Fishing

2 State H unting/Trapping

1 W MA Rules and Regulations

TOTAL NUM BER FO R PUBLIC ASSISTANCE - 0

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N

0 Public Assistance

TO TA L NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON W MAs AND REFUGES

TO TA L NAME O F M ANAGEM ENT AREA

18 Sherburne Wildlife M anagem ent A rea

-■
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REG IO N  7-BATON ROUGE PARISHES: ASCENSION, E. BATON ROUGE,
E. FELICIANA, LIVINGSTON, 
TANGIPAHOA, ST. HELENA,
ST. TAMMANY, WASHINGTON, 
W. FELICIANA

TO TA L CASES 256 W ILDLIFE M ANAGEM ENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 23

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

144 Boating 9 D.W .I.’S

71 Angling W /O A License

6 Poss. O f Firearm  W hile Frogging

1 Fish W ithout Pole License

2 Fish W ithout Comm. Lie.

1 Fish W ithout Comm. G ear Lie.

11 Fish W ithout Non Resident Lie.

1 Collect Rep./Amph. W ithout Basic Fishing License

1 Public Intim idation O f Public Official

1 Take Comm. Fish W ithout Comm. Lie.

2 Take Comm. Fish W ithout Comm. G ear Lie.

2 Take Comm. Fish W ithout Vessel Lie.

3 Littering

1 Resisting A rrest

1 Disturbing The peace

1 Poss. Illegally Taken Deer C/S

1 111. Poss. O f Alligator O r Their Skins

3 Take Undersize Speckled T rou t

1 Fail To Comply W /Scenic Rivers

2 Sell Shrim p W ithout W holesale Retail Dealers Lie.

16



CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

9-speckled trou t

TO TA L O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REG IO N  # 7

TO TA L D ESCRIPTIO N

144 Boating 9 D. W. I. ‘s

10 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

3 Littering

11 Miscellaneous

87 Recreational Fishing

1 State H unting/Trapping

0 W MA Rules and Regulations

TOTAL NUMBER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

Public Assistance

TO TA L NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON W MAs AND REFUGES

TO TA L NAME OF M ANAGEM ENT AREA

23 Pearl R iver W. M. A.

-■
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REG IO N  8 -  NEW  ORLEANS PARISHES: ST. BERNARD, JEFFERSON,
PLAQUEM INES, ST. CHARLES, ORLEANS

TO TA L CASES 367 W ILDLIFE M ANAGEM ENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 41

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N  O F CITATION

68 Boating

78 Angling W /O A License

20 Angle W /O A Non-Resident License

2 Use G ear W/O A R ecreational G ear License

5 Angle W /O A Saltwater License

7 Angle W/O A Non-Resident S altw ater License

1 Violate Special Fishing T ournam ent Regulations

10 Take O r Possess Game Fish Illegally (Bass W ith A C ast Net)

2 Take O r Possess O ver The L im it O f Red D rum

4 Possess O ver The L im it O f Red D rum  In  Excess O f 27”

3 Take/Possess Undersized Red D rum

4 Take/Possess Undersize Spotted Sea T rou t

4 Take/Possess Undersize B lack D rum

1 Fail To Comply W ith C h arte r Boat Regulations

4 Take O r Sell Commercial Fish W /O A Commercial License

2 Com. Fisherm an Sell To O ther T han  A Lied. W hsl./Rtl. Seafood Dealer

5 Take Commercial Fish W /O Com m ercial G ear License

6 Take/Possess Commercial Fish W /O A Vessel License

1 Sell O r Buy Fish W/O W holesale/Retail D ealer’s License

1 Fail To Comply W ith Federal Law In  EEZ (Possess Red Drum )

1 Use C rab  Traps W /O R equired M arkings

2 Destroy C rab  Traps O r Remove Contents

18



TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

1 Allow A nother To Use Com m ercial License

1 Allow Unlicensed Fisherm an To Use Com m ercial G ear License

1 Perm it Unlicensed Person To O perate Com m ercial Vessel

1 Perm it Unlicensed Person To Use Com m ercial G ear

1 Theft O f C rab  T rap

2 Possess O ver Twenty Percent O f Undersized C rabs

2 Fail To Comply W ith S hark  Perm it And R eport Rules

51 Violation O f Mullet Regulations

2 Traw ling In  Inside W aters In  Closed Season

3 Traw ling In  Inside W aters W ith Oversized Double Rigs

7 Use Skimmers In Closed Season

24 Butterfly In Restricted A rea

4 Failure To Have W ritten Permission

1 Unlawfully Take Oysters O ff A Private Lease

1 H arvest Oysters W/O O yster H arvester’s License

1 Violation O f Sanitary Code-Ch. 9-(Fail To Refrigerate Properly)

1 Violation O f Sanitary Code-Ch.9(Vessel Regulations)

2 O btain License By F raud

3 Take Alligators W/O A License

5 Take/Possess Alligators D uring Closed Season

2 Illegal Possession O f Alligators O r T heir Skins

2 Possession O f Live Alligators W /O A Perm it

3 Littering

8 O peration O f A W atercraft W hile Intoxicated

2 Reckless O peration O f A W atercraft

5 O ther

19



CONFISCATIONS:

__________________________ CONFISCATION D ESCRIPTIO N  _____________________
22-butterfly nets, 10 skim m er nets, 3 traw l nets, 2 crab  traps, 2 boats, 2 trailers, 1 basic 
fishing license, 1 saltw ater license, 1 log book, 1 alligator hide

seafood donated: catfish-25 Ibs.-red drum-24 -flounder-2-sheepshead-l-spotted sea trout- 
lb -b lack  drum -10-white bass-4-striped bass-4.
seafood re tu rned  to w ater: red drum-2-crabs-120 lbs.- alIigators-l-oysters-58 sacks 
seafood destroyed: spotted sea trout-19-red drum -l-alligator-1  
seafood sold: 2,515 pounds of shrim p sold for $4,002.60

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FO R  REG IO N  8

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N

68 Boating

128 Com m ercial Fishing 1

0 Federal M igratory

3 Littering

15 Miscellaneous

141 Recreational Fishing

12 State H unting/Trapping

0 W MA Rules and Regulations

TOTAL NUM BER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N

6 Public Assistance

2 0



TO TA L NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON W MAs AND REFUGES

TO TA L NAME OF M ANAGEM ENT AREA

17 Pass-a-Loutre

4 Salvador

20 Biloxi

Time On Areas:

30 H rs.-Salvador, 75 Hrs.-Biloxi

31 Hrs.-Pass-a-Loutre

2 1
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COM PLAINTS

SH RIM P A CTIV ITY  R E PO R T  
REGION 8 EN FO R C EM EN T

M ONTH O F  JULY  1998

1. W e had  a very active tim e with shrim pers this m onth, b u t less activity than  last month 
since Zone 2 is closed. This shrim p season w as m uch b e tte r than  the  past few years, and 
participation  was high. Complaints w ere mainly abou t the  use of oversized nets. W e also 
addressed m any com plaints of night butterflying in the Industria l Canal.

2. PATROLS

Directed shrim p patrols w ere scheduled to  address com plaints and agents observations. 
R egular saltw ater patrols by boat have been continued. The plane was used to m ake many 

patrols. Compliance with net size and mesh restrictions, particularly in the commercial sector 
with double rig  vessels, has been high. Very successful directed operations were done in the 
Industrial C anal resulting in several cases.

3. INQUIRIES

1. W e received num erous inquiries for TED and BRD inform ation, which were refered to  the 
LSU Cooperative Extension Service Fisheries A gent G erald H o rs t

2. We received qu ite  a  few calls regarding B reton and  C handeleur Sounds and  the new law 
regarding traw l size in outside w aters, and  m esh size fo r inside w aters. W ith  the 
announcem ent fo r the closure of Zone 2 on Tuesday Ju n e  30 at 6 a.m ., and  the closure of 
most of Zone 1 on Ju ly  27 a t 6 a.m., the  phones rang  constantly w ith inquiries about the 
closing and  abou t w hat would rem ain open. We a re  also receiving inquiries about when 
inside w aters will open.

CA SES- TOTALS -  44 CASES

SEIZURES: 35 NETS SEIZED/ 2515# SH RIM P SEIZED / $4,002.60

3 - O PERA TE W /O CO M M ERCIA L FISHERM AN LICENSE
2 - OPERATE W /O  CO M M ERCIA L G EA R LICENSE
3 - OPERATE W /O CO M M ERCIA L VESSEL LICENSE
2 - TRAW L INSIDE W ATERS CLOSED SEASON
7 -  USE SK IM M ERS INSIDE W ATERS CLOSED SEASON
24 - SH RIM P IN RESTRICTED  AREA -  INDUSTRIAL CANAL
3 -  TR A W L INSIDE W ATERS W ITH OVERSIZED DOUBLE RIGS
SUBMITTED TO DEPUTY SECRETARY CLYDE KIM BAL BY CAPTAIN SANDY DARES

2 2



REG IO N  9 - THIBODAUX PARISHES: ST. MARY, ST. JAM ES, ST. JOHN,
TERREBONNE, LAFOURCHE,
ASSUM PTION, GRAND ISLE,
LO W ER  ST. MARTIN

TO TA L CASES 281 W ILDLIFE M ANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 60

TOTAL D ESCRIPTION OF CITATION

132 Boating

26 Angling W /O A License

10 Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

4 Use G ear W /O Recreational G ear License

11 Angling W /O Saltwater License

1 Angling W /O Saltw ater License Non-Resident

2 Taking O ver Lim it Freshw ater Gamefish (Bass) ,

2 Take O/L O f Red D rum  (On W ater)

2 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

3 Take Undersized Red D rum

11 Take Undersized Spotted Sea T rou t (Rec)

3 Take Undersized Black D rum  (Rec)

1 Fail To Comply W /C harter Boat Regulation

2 Fail To Have Commercial License In  Poss.

4 Take Commercial Fish

4 Take Commercial Fish W /O Comm. G ear Lie. (Trawls and Skim mers)

3 Take Commercial Fish W /O Vessel License

2 Sell Fish W /O W holesale/Retail License

6 Possess C rabs In  Berry Stage

1 Use C rab T raps W/O R equired M arkings

1 Fail To Remove Unserviceable T raps

5 Violate C rab  T rap  Escape Ring Requirem ents

23



TO TA L DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

1 Allow Another To Use Com m ercial License

1 Allow Unlicensed Fisherm an To Use Vessel License

1 Allow Unlicensed Fisherm an To Use G ear License

1 Possess O ver 20% Undersize C rabs

6 Traw ling In  Closed Season (Inside W aters)

2 Butterflying In  Closed Season

2 Use Skimmers In  Closed Season

2 Use F our Trawls In Two Traw l Area

4 Failure To Have W ritten Permission

5 Unlawfully Take Oysters O ff A Private Lease

3 Failure To Display P roper N um ber On Vessel

1 Failure To Tag Sacked Oysters

2 H arvest Oysters From  U nm arked Lease

1 Taking Alligators Closed Season

1 Collect Rept./Amphib. Rec. W /O Basic Fishing License

5 O perating Vehicle W hile Intoxicated

2 Littering

4 Violation O f Sanitary C ode-C hapter 9

1 Violation O f Sanitary C ode-C hapter 9 (Vessel Regs)

24



CONFISCATIONS:

__________________________ CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION______________________
24 Ig. m outh bass, 3 black bass, 25 lbs. shrim p, 1072 lbs. shrim p sold for $1394, 8 black 
drum , 71 speckle trou t, 77 sacks oysters, 22 red drum , 400 lbs. crabs, 114 berry-stage 
crabs, 1 alligator, 7 crab  traps, 5 skim m er nets, 5 traw ls, 2 butterfly  nets, 1 ice chest, 1 
com m ercial license, 1 gear license, 1 vessel license, 1 d river’s license

1 deer-road kill-donated to charity

TOTAL O F EA CH  CATEGORY FOR REG IO N  9

TO TA L DESCRIPTION

132 Boating

59 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

2 Littering

10 Miscellaneous

76 Recreational Fishing

1 Alligator

1 Reptile & Amphibian

TOTAL NUM BER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL D ESCRIPTION

9 Public Assistance

25



TOTAL NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON W MAs AND REFUGES

TO TA L NAME OF M ANAGEM ENT AREA

33 Pointe Aux Chenes

11 Atchafalaya Delta

16 M anchac

Tim e Spent On M anagem ent Area:

120 H rs Atchafalaya Delta

24 H rs Pointe Aux Chenes

26



OYSTER STRIK E FO RCE -  COASTAL

TO TA L CASES 42 W ILDLIFE M ANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

4 Boating

1 Failure To Tag Oysters P rio r To Leaving Vessel

4 Failure To Have W ritten Perm ission To Take Oysters

4 Take Oysters From  An U nm arked Lease

11 Unlawfully Take Oysters F rom  A Private Lease

1
Failure To Refrigerate W ithin 30 M inutes (Chap. 9-Sanitary Code)

6 Failure To Complete H arvester Log Book (Chap. 9-Sanitary Code)

1 Failure To Tag P rio r To Leaving H arvesting Arep(Ch.9-Sanitary Code)

1 Take Undersize Red Drum

1 Take Overlim it Red Drum

6 Angling W /O A License

2 Angling W/O A Saltw ater License



CONFISCATIONS:

__________________________ CONFISCATION D ESCRIPTIO N
10 red drum , 122 sacks of oysters, 3 oyster dredges

TO TA L OF EACH CATEGORY FO R OYSTER STRIK E FO RCE

TOTAL D ESCRIPTION

4 Boating

28 Commercial Fishing

10 Sport Fishing

28



TOTAL NUM BER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TO TA L D ESCRIPTIO N

0 Public Assistance

TOTAL NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON W MAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME O F M ANAGEM ENT AREA

0

2 9



SPECIAL SEAFOOD INVESTIGATION UNIT - STATEW IDE

TOTAL CASES 45 W ILDLIFE M ANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N  O F CITATION

7 Boating

9 Angling W /O A License

1 Angle W /O A License (Non-Resident)

5 Angling W /O Saltwater License

1 Angling W/O Saltwater License (Non-Resident)

6 O perate W atercraft W hile Intoxicated

1 Possess Undersize Spotted Sea T rout

1 Possess Undersize Red D rum

1 Possess Overlimit Red D rum

3 Buy/Sell Fish W /O'W holesale/Retail D ealer’s License

5 Violate M ullet Regulations “R eporting”

1 Fail To M aintain Records On Reptiles/Amphibians

1 Sale Reptiles/Amphibians W /O Collector’s License

3 Littering

30



CONFISCATIONS:

__________________________ CONFISCATION D ESCRIPTION
5 spotted sea trou t, 6 red drum

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R SPECIAL STRIK E FO RCE

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N

7 Boating

8 Com m ercial Fishing

19 Sport Fishing

5 Miscellaneous

6 DUI
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TOTAL NUM BER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TO TA L D ESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance

TO TA L NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON W MAs AND REFUGES

TO TA L NAME OF M ANAGEM ENT AREA

0

,

32



SPECIAL STRIK E FO RCE - STATEW IDE

TOTAL CASES 83 W ILDLIFE M ANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 8

TO TA L DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

29 Boating

18 Angling W /O A License

4 Angle W/O A License (Non-Resident)

2 Fishing W/O Resident Pole License

3 Angling W /O Saltwater License

2 Angling W/O Saltwater License (Non-Resident)

1 Take/Possess Overlimit O r Undersize F reshw ater Game Fish

5 Take/Possess Undersize Spotted Sea T ro u t (Rec.)

1 Not Abiding By Commission Rules Finfish (Rec.)

2 Fail To Comply W ith C h arte r Boat Regulations

2 Fail To Have Commercial License In  Possession

3 Take/Possess Commercial Fish W /O Vessel License

1 Fail To Remove Unserviceable T raps

1 Violate C rab  T rap  Escape Ring Requirem ents

1 Perm it Unlicensed Person To O perate Com m ercial Vessel

1 Perm it Unlicensed Person To O perate And Use Commercial G ear

1 Possess Over 20 Percent Undersize C rabs

2 Traw ling In  Closed Season (Inside W aters)

2 O perating Boat W hite Intoxicated

1 Littering

1 O btain License By F raud

33



CONFISCATIONS:

__________________________ CONFISCATION D ESCRIPTIO N __________________
87-spotted sea trou t, 1-black drum , 1-crate undersize crabs, 1-large mouth bass, 
5-striped bass, 1-hybrid bass, 2-skimmer nets, 2-32’ traw ls, 3-crab traps, 1-ice chest
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TO TA L O F EACH CATEGORY FO R SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

29 Boating

12 Commercial Fishing

38 Sport Fishing

4 Miscellaneous

TO TA L NUM BER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N

0 Public Assistance

TOTAL NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON W MAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME O F M ANAGEM ENT AREA

8 Pointe-aux-Chenes WMA
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S.W .E.P. -  PA TRO L COASTAL WATERS

TO TA L CASES 32 W ILDLIFE M ANAGEM ENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES
0

TOTAL D ESCRIPTION OF CITATION

5 Boating

2 Angling W/O A License (Non-Resident)

2 Take/Possess Undersized Spotted Sea T ro u t (Rec.)

2 Possess Overlim it O f Red D rum  In  Excess of 27” (Rec.)

4 Possess Undersize Red D rum

3 Take O r Possess Commercial Fish W /O Vessel License

4 Traw ling Closed Season

1 Fail To Comply W ith C h arte r Boat Regulation

7 O perate Vehicle While Intoxicated

2 Littering

36



CONFISCATIONS:

__________________________ CONFISCATION D ESCRIPTION
29 red d rum , 450 lbs. O f shrim p sold, 2 traw ls, 2 skim m er nets

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FOR S.W.E.P.

TOTAL D ESCRIPTIO N

5 Boating

7 Commercial Fishing

10 Sport Fishing

2 Littering

1 Miscellaneous

7 DUI
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TOTAL NUM BER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL D ESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance

TOTAL NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON WMAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME OF M ANAGEM ENT AREA

0

SPECIAL NOTE: TOTAL ENGINE HOURS: 90
TOTAL BOATS CHECKED: 500
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TOTAL CASES W MA & REFUGES- 

TOTAL CASES 1,825

250
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RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts a rule 

prohibiting commercial netting in the John K. Kelly - Grand Bayou 

Reservoir.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§185. Netting Prohibition, John K. Kelly - Grand Bayou Reservoir

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

prohibits the possession and/or use of commercial nets, including, 

but not limited to, gill nets, trammel nets, flagg nets, hoop nets, 

wire nets and fish seines in John K. Kelly - Grand Bayou Reservoir 

located in Red River Parish.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:22(B).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 24: .

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION
1998 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season 

adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to set no less than two shrimp seasons each 
calendar year for all inside waters by zone; and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on 
biological and technical data which indicates that 
marketable shrimp are available; and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white 
shrimp is 100 (whole shrimp) count per pound, except 
during the time period from October fifteenth through the 
third Monday in December when there shall be no count; 
and

WHEREAS, historical and current biological sampling conducted by 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated 
that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp zones will 
average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid-August; 
now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby set the 1998 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season by 
public notice in accordance with R.S. 56:497, to open 
statewide at official sunrise August 17, 1998.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby set the closing date for the 1998 Fall Inshore 
Shrimp Season at official sunset Monday, December 21, 
1998 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as 
described in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain open 
until 6:00 a.m. , March 31, 1999. The Commission also
grants authority to the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date if 
biological and technical data indicate the need to do so 
or if enforcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1998 
fall Inshore Shrimp Season is attached to and made a part 

'this resolution.

Thomas/MT Gittle, Jr., Chairman 
La. WzU.dlife\and Fisheries 
Commission

afte#Hydenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 

and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows 

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures 

to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open 

seasons each year for all inside waters, the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission does hereby set the 1998 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to 

open as follows:

Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 

Mississippi State line westward to the eastern shore of South Pass 

of the Mississippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 

eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to 

the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh 

Island, and

Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 

western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island 

westward to the Texas State Line, 

all to open at official sunrise August 17, 1998.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1998 

Fall Inshore Shrimp Season at official sunset Monday, December 21, 

1998 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as described 

in R.S. 56:495.1 A . (2), which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m. 

March 31, 1999. The Commission also grants authority to the

Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the



Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

closing date if biological and technical data indicate the need to
do so or if enforcement problems develop.

Chairman



RESOLUTION
1998 Fall Inshore Shrimp season 

adopted by the
Louisiana wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to set no less than two shrimp seasons each 
calendar year for all inside waters by zone; and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on 
biological and technical data which indicates that 
marketable shrimp are available; and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white 
shrimp is 100 (whole shrimp) count per pound, except 
during the time period from October fifteenth through the 
third Monday in December when there shall be no count; 
and

WHEREAS, historical and current biological sampling conducted by 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated 
that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp zones will 
average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid-August; 
now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby set the 1998 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season by 
public notice in accordance with R.S. 56:497, to open 
statewide at official sunrise August 17, 1998.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby set the closing date for the 1998 Fall Inshore 
Shrimp Season at official sunset Monday, December 21, 
1998 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as 
described in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain open 
until 6:00 a.m. , March 31, 1999. The Commission also
grants authority to the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date if 
biological and technical data indicate the need to do so 
or if enforcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1998 
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season is attached to and made a part 
of this resolution.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 

and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows 

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures 

to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open 

seasons each year for all inside waters, the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission does hereby set the 1998 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to 

open as follows:

Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 

Mississippi State line westward to the eastern shore of South Pass 

of the Mississippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 

eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to 

the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh 

Island, and

Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 

western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island 

westward to the Texas State Line, 

all to open at official sunrise August 17, 1998.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1998 

Fall Inshore Shrimp Season at official sunset Monday, December 21, 

1998 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as described 

in R.S. 56:495.1 A . (2), which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m. 

March 31, 1999. The Commission also grants authority to the

Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the



Thomas M. Cattle, Jr,

closing date if biological and technical data indicate the need to
do so or if enforcement problems develop.

Chairman



Hawkins, Susan

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Abbott, Janet
Tuesday, August 04,1998 3:57 PM 
Hawkins, Susan 
Fall Shrimp Season

I'm attaching the copies we discussed that have been approved by Karen and Claude. As you know, Mark not 
here. We will have him look at them tomorrow. After that we will have Zero look at them on Thursday.

\m/(A_A)Vm/
Janet W. Abbott 
Marine Fisheries Division 
LA Dept, of Wildlife and Fisheries 
R. O. Box 98000 (2000 Quail Drive)
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 (B.R..LA 70808) 
abbottJw@wlf.state.la.us

OpenFall1998

Page 1
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RESOLUTION

1998/99 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds 
Adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
August 6, 1998

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day which 
in 1998 is September 9, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservation" have been surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and

WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking area only on the Public 
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of 
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed 
Grounds, Bay Gardens, Hackberry Bay, and Bay Junop Oyster 
Seed Reservations not currently under lease will open 
one-half hour before sunrise on September 9, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Sister Lake Oyster Seed 
Reservation will be open for 12 days only from one^half 
hour before sunrise October 5, 1998 to one-half hour
after sunset October 16, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public 
grounds is generally Lake Fortuna and,Lake Machias to a 
line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at 
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency 
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities 
are occurring or to delay the season or close areas where 
significant spat catch has occurred with good probability 
of survival, or where it is found that there are 
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the 
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine 
Lake tonging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise 
on October 16, 1998 and remain open until one-half hour 
after sunset on April 30, 1999.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying or 
closing of a season will be made by public notice at 

2 hours prior to such action.

Thomas Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and\Fisheries 
Commission

r r . , Secretary 
rtment of Wildlife &

Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 

Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the 

authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1 notice is hereby given 

that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and 

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declares:

1. The Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently under lease, 

Bay Junop, Bay Gardene Oyster and Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed 

Reservations will open one-half hour before sunrise September 9, 

1998.

2. The Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation will be open for 

12 days only from October 5 to October 16, 1998.

3. A designated sacking only area east of the Mississippi 

River will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 9, 1998. 

The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally Lake 

Fortune and Lake Machias to a line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt. 

Gardner to Grace Pt. at the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.

4. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

is authorized to take emergency action if necessary, to close areas 

if oyster mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close 

areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good 

probability of survival, or where it is found that there are 

excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads.

5. The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to 

reopen areas previously closed if the threat to the resource 

subsides.



6. The Calcasieu and Sabine Lake tonging areas will open 

one-half hour before sunrise on October 16, 1998 and remain open 

until one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 1999.

7. Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season 

will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such 

action.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION.

1998/99 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds 
Adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
August.-.6, 1998

Louisiana Department of^Wildlife and Fisheries

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day which 
in 1998 is September 9, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed [Reservation" have been surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and

WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking area only on the Public 
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of 
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed 
Grounds, Bay Gardene, Hackberry Bay, and Bay Junop Oyster 
Seed Reservations not currently under lease will open 
one-half hour before sunrise on September 9, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Sister Lake Oyster Seed 
Reservation will be open for 12 days only from one-half 
hour before sunrise October 5, 1998 to one-half hour
after sunset October 16, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public 
grounds is generally Lake Fortune and,Lake Machias to a 
line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at 
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency 
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities 
are occurring or to delay the season or close areas where 
significant; spat catch has occurred with good probability 
of survival, or where it is found that there are 
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the 
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine 
Lake tonging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise 
on October 16, 1998 and remain open until one-half hour 
after sunset on April 30, 1999.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying or 
closing of a season will be made by public notice at 
least 72 hours prior to such action.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr., Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 

Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the 

authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1 notice is hereby given 

that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and 

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declares:

1. The Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently under lease, 

Bay Junop, Bay Gardene Oyster and Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed 

Reservations will open one-half hour before sunrise September 9, 

1998.

2. The Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation will be open for 

12 days only from October 5 to October 16, 1998.

3. A designated sacking only area east of the Mississippi 

River will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 9, 1998. 

The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally Lake 

Fortune and Lake Machias to a line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt. 

Gardner to Grace Pt. at the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.

4. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

is authorized to take emergency action if necessary, to close areas 

if oyster mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close 

areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good 

probability of survival, or where it is found that there are 

excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads.

5. The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to 

reopen areas previously closed if the threat to the resource 

subsides.



6. The Calcasieu and Sabine Lake tonging areas will open 

one-half hour before sunrise on October 16, 1998 and remain open 

until one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 1999♦

7. Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season 

will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such 

action.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby amend a Rule 

(LAC 76:VII.201) implementing dealer receipt forms, and repeal a 

Rule (LAC 76:VTI.203) implementing the commercial fisherman's sales 

report form. Authority for adoption of the Rule is included in 

R.S. 56:303.7(3), 56:306.4(E) and 56:345.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 
Chapter 2. General Provisions
§201. Commercial Fisherman's Sales Card; Dealer Receipt Form-Design 
and Use

A. The "Commercial Fisherman's Sales Card" shall be provided 

by the Department in lieu of the commercial fisherman's license. 

The card will be embossed with the following information:
1. Commercial fisherman's name;

2. Commercial license number;

3. Commercial fisherman's social security number?

4. Expiration date;

5. Residency status.

B. The card shall be presented by the commercial fisherman 

to the dealer at the time of sale or transfer of possession of the 

catch.

C. The dealer receipt form shall be a three-part numbered 

form provided by the Department. The dealer receipt form shall be 

completed when fish are purchased or received from commercial



fishermen. The receipt form shall represent the actual transaction 

between the commercial fisherman and the dealer. The dealer shall 

fill out the receipt form in it's entirety containing all of the 

information required in §201.D and E with the exception of the 

commercial fisherman's signature that shall be recorded by the 

fisherman. The "Dealer's Copy" of the receipt shall be maintained 

on file at the dealer's place of business or where the fish are 

received. The dealer shall maintain the receipts for a period of 

3 years. The "Department Copy" portion of the dealer receipt form 

shall be returned to the Department by the dealer by the tenth of 

each month to include purchases made during the previous month. 

Along with the receipts for each month, the dealer shall submit a 

"Monthly Submission Sheet" provided by the Department that 

certifies that the transactions submitted represent all of the 

transactions by that dealer from commercial fishermen for that 

particular month. The "Monthly Submission Sheet" shall fulfill the 

reporting requirements in R.S. 56:345. The dealer shall mail 

completed receipt forms to a pre-determined address designated by 

the Department. Dealers are responsible for obtaining dealer 

receipt forms from the Department by calling a pre-determined phone 

number.

D. The commercial fisherman is responsible for providing the 

following information to the dealer at the time of sale or transfer 

of possession of the catch.

1. Commercial fisherman's name?

2. Commercial fisherman's license number;

3. Information on commercial gear used;



4. Information on vessel used?

5. Information on location fished?

6. Permit numbers for species requiring a permit to

harvest?

7. Commercial fisherman's signature?

8. Duration of trip.

E. The dealer is responsible for recording on the dealer 

receipt form that information provided by the commercial fisherman 

in §201.D and is responsible for the following information at the 

time of sale or transfer of possession of the catch.

1. Dealer's name?

2. Dealer's license number?

3. Commercial fisherman's name?

4. Commercial fisherman's license number?

5. Species purchased?

6. Quantity and units of each species purchased?

7. Size and condition of each species purchased?

8. Transaction date?

9. Unit price of each species purchased?

10. Dealer's signature?

11. Permit numbers for species requiring a permit to

harvest?

12. Commercial fisherman's signature.

F. Dealers may designate an agent to sign the dealer receipt 

form for them however, in all cases the dealer shall remain 

responsible for the actions of their agent.

G. All records and receipt forms shall be available and



produced upon demand to any duly authorized agent of the Department 

of Wildlife and Fisheries Law Enforcement Division or department 

auditor.

H. Effective date of §201.A and B is upon publication in the 

Louisiana Register. Effective date for §201.C-G will be January 1, 

1999.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.

56:303.7(B), 56:306.4(E) and 56:345.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 18:81 (January 

1992), repromulgated LR 18:198 (February 1992), amended LR 20:323 

(March 1994), amended by the Office of Fisheries, LR 21:477 (May 

1995), LR 22:373 (May 1996), amended by the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission LR 24: (August 1998).

§203. commercial Fisherman's Sales Report Form
Repealed.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.

56:345(B).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 18:82 (January 

1992), repromulgated LR 18:198 (February 1992), amended LR 20:323 

(March 1994), amended by the Office of Fisheries, LR 21:477 (May 

1995), LR 22:373 (May 1996), repealed by the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission LR 24: (August 1998).

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION

BILLFISH HARVEST RULES

WHEREAS, The billfish fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico off the 
coast of Louisiana are primarily managed by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and

WHEREAS, regulations promulgated by NMFS are applicable in waters 
of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the U. S . , 
generally three miles offshore, and

WHEREAS, NMFS has adopted size limits and permit regulations for 
billfishes harvested in the EEZ off of Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, adoption of compatible regulations for Louisiana state 
waters would enhance effectiveness and enforcability of 
the regulations already in place for billfishes harvested 
in the EEZ off of Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, R.S.56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission may set possession limits, quotas, places, 
seasons, times, size limits, and daily take limits based 
upon biological and technical data limits for saltwater 
finfish,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission hereby promulgates a Notice of Intent to 
provide for size limits, bag limits, permit regulations, 
and a framework for seasonal closures for billfishes in 
Louisiana state waters is attached to and made part of 
this resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all 
necessary steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate 
and effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule, 
including but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice 
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports



RESOLUTION

BILLFISH HARVEST RULES

WHEREAS, The billfish fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico off the 
coast of Louisiana are primarily managed by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and

WHEREAS, regulations promulgated by NMFS are applicable in waters 
of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the U.S., 
generally three miles offshore, and

WHEREAS, NMFS has adopted size limits and permit regulations for 
billfishes harvested in the EEZ off of Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, adoption of compatible regulations for Louisiana state 
waters would enhance effectiveness and enforcability of 
the regulations already in place for billfishes harvested 
in the EEZ off of Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, R.S.56:326.3 provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission may set possession limits, quotas, places, 
seasons, times, size limits, and daily take limits based 
upon biological and technical data limits for saltwater 
finfish,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission hereby promulgates a Notice of Intent to 
provide for size limits, bag limits, permit regulations, 
and a framework for seasonal closures for billfishes in 
Louisiana state waters is attached to and made part of 
this resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all 
necessary steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate 
and effectuate this notice of intent and the final rule, 
including but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice 
of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports 
and correspondence to other agencies of government.

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr., Chairman

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice

of intent to promulgate a rule (LAC 76:VII.355) providing for

regulations on the harvest of billfishes, including marlins,

sailfish and swordfish. Authority for adoption of this Rule is

included in R.5.56:6(25)(a), 56:326.1 and 56:326.3.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 

§355. Harvest Regulations - Billfishes

A. The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 

hereby adopt the following rules and regulations regarding the 

harvest of billfishes including marlins, sailfish and swordfish 

within and without Louisiana's territorial waters. For purposes of 

this Section, the following words and phrases have the meaning 

ascribed to them in this subsection, unless the context clearly 

shows a different meaning:
Carcass Length: curved measure from posterior edge of 

gill opening to anterior portion of caudal keel.

Dressed Weight: the weight of the carcass after it has 

been gutted, headed, and finned.

Lower Jaw Fork Length (LJFL): straight-line length from 

the tip of the lower jaw to the fork of the tail.

Trip: a fishing trip, regardless of the number of days 

duration, that begins with departure from a dock, berth, beach,



seawall or ramp and that terminates with return to a dock, berth, 
beach, seawall or ramp. 1

B. Minimum Size Limits: No person shall possess any fish

smaller than the minimum size limit.

Species Minimum Size Limit
1. Blue Marlin 96 inches Lower Jaw Fork Length

(LJFL)

2. White Marlin 66 inches Lower Jaw Fork Length

3. Sailfish

(LJFL)

57 inches Lower Jaw Fork Length

(LJFL)

4. Swordfish 29 inches carcass length or 33

pounds dressed weight

C. Recreational Creel Limit: Recreational fishing vessels 

shall not possess more than five swordfish per vessel per trip. 

Swordfish taken under a recreational bag limit shall not be sold, 

purchased, exchanged, bartered, or attempted to be sold, purchased, 

exchanged or bartered.

D. Gamefish: Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 56

§327(A)(1)(b)(1) designates sailfish ( I s t i o p h o r u s  p l a t y p t e r u s ) , 

blue marlin ( M a k a i r a  n i g r i c a n s ) , black marlin ( M a k a i r a  i n d i c a ) , 

striped marlin ( T e t r a p t u r u s  a u d a x ) , hatchet marlin ( T e t r a p t u r u s  

spp.), and white marlin ( T e t r a p t u r u s  a l b i d u s )  as saltwater 

gamefish. This rule does not affect the designation of gamefish 

status, which is retained by the legislature (R.S. 56:6(25)(a)). 

Vessels engaged in commercial fishing shall not possess any of 

these species.



E. Permits

1. Recreational: Tournament operators: A person 

conducting a tournament involving scorekeeping or awards for 

Atlantic billfish (whether or not retained), must register with the 

National Marine Fisheries Service.

2. Commercial - Swordfish:

a. The owner of a vessel of the United States or 

a vessel that fishes for or possesses swordfish, or takes swordfish 

as incidental catch, regardless of whether retained, must possess 

a valid commercial permit issued by the National Marine Fisheries 

Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic 

Swordfish. This permit must be aboard the vessel and available for 

inspection by agents of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Enforcement Division. The captain of the vessel is also 

responsible to ensure the validity and possession of the permit 

aboard the vessel before retaining, possessing, selling or 

attempting to sell swordfish.

b. A Wholesale/Retail dealer who first receives 

swordfish must have been issued a valid dealer permit under the 

Federal Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Swordfish. This 

dealer permit must be in possession of the Wholesale/Retail dealer 

and available for inspection by agents of the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement Division.

F. All persons fishing for swordfish, or persons receiving 

any swordfish from fishermen, who do not possess a permit issued by 

the National Marine Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery 

Management Plan for Atlantic Swordfish shall not sell, barter,



trade, exchange or attempt to sell, barter, trade or exchange any 

swordfish, or possess any swordfish in excess of a recreational 

creel limit.

G. No person aboard any vessel shall transfer or cause the 

transfer of swordfish between vessels on state or federal waters.

H. No person shall purchase, sell, exchange, barter or 

attempt to purchase, sell, exchange, or barter any swordfish in 

excess of any possession limit for which a commercial permit was 

issued.

I. Seasonal Closures. The Secretary of the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries is hereby authorized to close any 

recreational or commercial fishery for marlins^ or 

swordfish, within and without Louisiana's territorial waters, when 

the Secretary is notified by the National Marine Fisheries Service 

that the seasonal quota for that species and fishery has been met. 

The closure order shall close the fishery until the date projected 

for the re-opening of that fishery in the adjacent Federal waters. 

The Secretary is also hereby authorized to modify any such closure 

order to maintain consistency with re-opening dates in the adjacent 

Federal waters, should the Federal closure dates be modified.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

56:6(25)(a), 56:326.1 and 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 24: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and



the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 

fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of 

intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the 

proposed Rule to: Harry Blanchet, Marine Fisheries Division, 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 

70898-9000, prior to October 1, 1998.

Thomas M. Cattle, Jr.

Chairman



State of Louisiana

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

Louisianians are blessed w ith  an  abundance and diversity of gam e, fish, and seafood 
that hunters, fishers and  com m ercial industries have long appreciated  and  recognized 
the need to conserve; and

revenues raised by sportsm en and commercial industries have successfully returned 
som e anim al species that faced extinction or w ere threatened o r endangered by 
environm ental conditions often im posed by people to healthy populations; and

hunters and anglers have a long history of contributing to conservation efforts 
statew ide and nationw ide, contributing m ore than $12 billion to conservation program s 
during  the past half a century through license fees and self-im posed excise taxes; and

a recent survey by the U.S. D epartm ent of the In terior's Fish and  W ildlife Service 
indicated that 56 percent of all Louisianians partic ipate in som e type of fish or 
w ild life-re la ted  activ ity ; and

latest figures indicate that the total economic im pact of w ildlife-related activities, 
including hunting and non-consum ptive usage, in Louisiana is m ore than $1 billion and 
that Louisianians directly spend  $656 m illion on hun ting  and  other wildlife- 
associated recreation; and

Louisiana residents have spent an  $29.4 million on fishing and hunting  licenses during 
the last th ree years; and

the state 's w arm  G ulf w aters and fertile estuarine system s are hom e to m ore than 100 
com mercially valuable seafood species, m aking Louisiana's m arine fisheries one of 
the m ost im portan t in the nation w ith  m ore than 1.4 billion pounds landed annually 
for a dockside value of approxim ately $306 m illion, w ith  m ore than 150,000 people 
directly and indirectly em ployed in harvesting, processing w holesaling, and 
distribution of Louisiana seafood;

I THOMAS M. CATTLE JR., C hairm an of the W ildlife and Fisheries Commission, 
State of Louisiana, on the 6th day  of A ugust 1998, hereby proclaim  Saturday, 
Septem ber 26,1998 as the

14th ANNUAL
LOUISIANA NATIONAL H U N TIN G  AND FISH IN G  DAY

throughout the state of Louisiana in recognition of the economic contributions of the 
hunting and fishing industry and d  by so m any
of our citizens.

Commission



Jam es H . Je n k in s, Jr. 
Secretary

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

THEREFORE,

* = / 3 -

M .J. "M ike" F o ste r, Jr.
O ovem or

Louisianians are blessed w ith and abundance and diversity of gam e, fish, and seafood 
that hun ters, fishers and com m ercial industries have long appreciated  and  recognized 
the need  to conserve; and

revenues raised by  sportsm en and commercial industries have successfully returned 
some anim al species that faced extinction or were threatened o r endangered by 
environm ental conditions often im posed by people to healthy populations; and

hunters and  anglers have a long history of contributing to conservation efforts 
statew ide and  nationw ide, contributing more than $12 billion to conservation program s 
during  the past half a century through license fees and self-im posed excise taxes; and

a recent survey  by the U.S. D epartm ent of the Interior's Fish an d  W ildlife Service 
indicated that 56 percent of all Louisianians participate in som e type of fish or 
w ild life -re la ted  activ ity ; and

latest figures indicate that the total economic im pact of w ildlife-related activities, 
including hun ting  and  non-consum ptive usage, in Louisiana is m ore than SI billion and 
that Louisianians d irectly  spend  $656 million on hun ting  and  other wildlife- 
associated recreation; and

Louisiana residents have spent an  $29.4 million on fishing and  hun ting  licenses during 
the last three years; and

the state 's w arm  G ulf w aters and fertile estuarine system s are hom e to m ore than 100 
com m ercially valuable seafood species, making Louisiana's m arine fisheries one of 
the m ost im portan t in the nation w ith  m ore than 1.4 billion p o unds landed annually 
for a dockside value of approxim ately $306 million, w ith  m ore than 150,000 people 
directly and  indirectly  em ployed in harvesting, processing w holesaling, and 
d istribu tion  of Louisiana seafood;

I THOMAS M. CATTLE JR., C hairm an of the W ildlife and Fisheries Commission,
State of Louisiana, hereby  proclaim  Saturday, Septem ber 26, 1998 as the

14th ANNUAL
LO U ISIA N A  NATIONAL HUN TING AND FISHING DAY

throughout the state  of Louisiana in  recognition of the economic contributions of the 
hunting and fishing industry  and in acknowledgement of the sport enjoyed by  so m any 
of our citizens.

Thomas M. Cattle Jr., Chairman
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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La.’s attempt to control offshore fisheries fails
By j o a n  Mc k in n e y
Advocate Washington bureau

WASHINGTON — Contradicting each other about their 
own state government, three Louisiana congressmen 
ignored the budgetary concerns of Gov. Mike Foster 
Wednesday as they tried to expand Louisiana’s regulatory 
power over offshore fisheries.

The story  underlying the failed e ffo rt, however, 
involved not just fisheries management, but also future 
control of lucrative offshore oil and gas.

“Our state officials are one with us in this request” for 
expanded fisheries jurisdiction, U.S. Rep. Billy Tauzin, K- 
Chackbay, told the House in a floor speech.

But Terry Ryder, Foster’s counsel, disagreed when later 
told of Tauzin’s comment. . |

“There must have been a miscommunicatton,” Ryder 
said. ‘ |

Asked if statu officials want to take over some of the 
federal government’s policing chores for fisheries, as was 
dictated by a House appropriations bill, Appropriations 
Chairman Robert Livingston, R-Metairie, replied: “there 
may be some mixed feelings on that. We can't say there’s 
100 percent unanimity." I

And in an interview, U.S. Rep. Chris John, D-Croivley, 
who also backs the fisheries legislation, acknowledged 
being contacted by Louisiana's Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries on the issue. . ,

The dep a rtm en t's  sec re ta ry , Jim m y Jenk ins Jr:, 
“adamantly” opposes the legislation, John said.

John offered an explanation for why he, Tauzin and 
Livingston pressed forward anyway: the fisheries legis
lation could become a precedent to give Louisiana more 
control over and more money from offshore oil and gas. % 

In Baton Rouge, Jenkins said he was never consulted on 
the oil and gas implications of the legislation.
- Jenkins said his concern is more immediate —  Vxow Uis 
department would staff and finance taking over the regu
latory job now being done by the U.S. Coast Guard and 
other federal agencies.

O S ee  FISHERIES, P ag e  4A



mediators he would halt the offensive amm 
efforts to arrange negotiations.

Agency says sharks 
killed Texas turtles

V i e w  W  VV41IVOX4U Jf t  vs* w  *z**^.«  _____

with Democratic allies on Capitol Hill 
that focused on the legislative agenda 
and steered clear of any discussion about 
the investigation. Pressed by reporters,

was standing nearby when Clinton and 
Lewinsky hugged. Sullivan said the presi
dent asked Lewinsky, “How are you?” 
and “How’s your new position?"

interview . The friehfl, 
Regan B urke, was on 
vacation and could not be 
reached for comment.

HARLINGEN, Texas — Federal officials 
dec lared  an end to a m arine m ystery  
Wednesday, announcing that 10 mutilated 
turtles found on the Texas coast were prob
ably victims of sharks, not humans.

That was good news to shrimpers, who 
felt unfairly  blam ed by environm ental 
groups for the turtles’deaths.
. The investigation into the turtle deaths 
began last November after 18 endangered 
o r th reatened  tu rtles , several of them 
Kemp’s ridleys, washed up on Padre Island 
National Seashore with missing limbs, sev
ered heads, and straight-edged wounds.

Tutsi rebels capture 
two big Congo cities
By KAMAHOA MUTOND
Associated Press writer

KINSHASA, Congo — Tutsi rebels reportedly cap
tured two m ajor c itie s  and advanced on a th ird  
Wednesday in eastern Congo, where President Laurent 
Cabiia said Rwanda has sent troor

(



Fisheries
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

“What we're talking about is going 
from bay boats to offshore boats,” he 
said. “It's pretty expensive equip
ment.”

New employees would be needed 
to cruise the offshore waters that 
would be shifted to state control.

Also, his department would have to 
add fishing data collection systems.

“We’d have to develop plans to 
manage fish species,” he said. “It 
would take two years to do that, 
probably.”

Jenkins said those concerns mean 
a last-minute amendment to give the 
affected states one year to prepare 
for the turnover is insufficient.

“And even if we did it, there's no 
doubt somebody would have to pay 
for it," Jenkins said.

The U S. House legislation, initiat
ed by Alabama Democrat Sonny 
Callahan, proposed to extend the 
fisheries jurisdictions of Alabama, 
Mississippi and Louisiana to a point 
about nine miles offshore.

Today, those three states control 
fisheries for only three miles off
shore, where the federal govern
ment then takes control.

Callahan said he wanted to chop 
the jurisdiction of an “out-of-control”

federal agency, the National Marine 
Fisheries Service.

NMFS has angered some Gulf 
Coast in terests, and pleased oth
ers,by applying catch limits on red 
snapper and by requiring shrimpers 
to put devices in their nets to reduce 
the unwanted bycatch of fish and sea 
turtles.

Callahan, Livingston and Tauzin 
also cast the legislation as an equity 
issue. Unlike the three-mile offshore 
zones for Louisiana, Alabama and 
Mississippi, Texas and Florida con
trol fisheries for about nine miles 
offshore.

The difference is traceable to the 
d iffe ren t laws and trea tie s  that 
applied when the states came into 
the Union.

“T hat doesn’t m ake any sense. 
What’s that got to do with fisheries?” 
said Livingston. “I'm arguing for uni
formity."

When asked w hether someone 
could also argue that states should 
have “uniformity” in their oil and 
gas zones, too, Livingston said: “I 
wouldn’t  say that’s a bad argument."

But that same oil-and-gas argu
ment undermined the legislation in 
the  House a f te r  environm ental

groups mobilized against both the 
proposed cut in federal fisheries 
ju risd ic tion  and the prospect of 
expanded state control over offshore 
oil and gas.

To counter, Callahan’s office insist
ed the legislation covered only fish
eries and did not affect offshore oil 
and gas leasing.

Meanwhile, congressm en from  
Maryland and New York were circu
lating letters from Foster and from 
the Gulf Coast F isheries 
Management Council

Those congressmen said the let
ters proved two things:

• The s ta te  o f Louisiana can ’t 
afford and doesn’t  want the expand
ed regulatory task proposed by some 
of its congressmen.

• Several sectors of the Gulf Coast 
fishing industry favor retaining fed
eral ju risd iction  in the offshore 
waters at issue.

Foster’s letter said the fisheries 
legislation, as d rafted , was “an 
unfunded mandate,” or an example 
of Congress imposing a job on the 
states without providing any money 
to do it.

“If Louisiana is to be given the 
additional responsibility out to nine

miles in the Gulf of Mexico then it 
must be provided with all the neces
sary funding," Foster wrote.

While Callahan and the Louisi
anians moved to provide a one-year 
implementation period for the states, 
they did not add enforcement money 
to the legislation.

John said he, too, is concerned 
about-the state financing, noting that 
the early years of expanded state 
responsibility offshore would be 
“tough."

“But I believe any time a state can 
go in and g rab  ... well, can get 
jurisdiction rights over property, - 
that’s a good th ing,” he sa id4  
Wednesday.

Wayne Gilchrest, R-Md., led the 
opposition to the fisheries legislation. 
Gilchrest noted it had been added to 
an appropriations bill without any 
congressional committee hearings.

Several o th er rep resen ta tiv es  
from both the Atlantic and Pacific 
coasts aligned with Gilchrest and 
against Callahan and '  the 
Louisianians.

Callahan eventually  conceded 
defeat and said he wouldn’t  insist on 
a roll call of the House, which then 
killed his legislation by voice vote.
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MONTHLY CIVIL RESTITUTION REPORT

NO. CASES AMOUNT CREDIT TOR NO. CASES AMOUNT DISCOUNTS Ptieenl 
ASSESSED ASSESSED SALE GOODS PAID PAID TAKEN D ollinP iidC

FISCAL YEAR I99S-M

Inly, 1991 25 21,039 (9,778) 29 4,855 2.545
A ug, 1993 53 44,922 (1,137) 41 7,950 3,603
S » l ,  1993 42 137,633 (17,938) 15 6,783 3.048
O c t .1993 49 21,471 (11,282) 40 3,285 1,519
N o t ,  1993 57 31.207 (13,260) 32 3,053 2.845
D ec, 1993 53 13,777 27 6,507 6,713
te a ,  1994 38 18.918 32 4,423 2.831
F A ,  1994 68 38,131 (8,238) 46 9,124 5,993
M e ,  1994 38 22,739 (2,482) 31 10,854 6.796
April, 1994 14 44.732 (1,404) 27 7,307 4.632
M l,. 1994 10 4,504 (165) 7 5,447 3.808
h o c , 1994 29 26,167 (2,986) 12 1,886 1,214

Tool FY 1994 476 425.242 (68,670) 379 71,474 45.547

FISCAL YEAR 1994-95

hity, 1994 17 2.127 (335) 23 2,101 1,437
A ag, 1994 41 96,403 (3,035) 20 1,010 605
Scpl. 1994 34 14,614 (14,002) 26 2,596 2.342
O c l ,1994 94 17,426 (8,677) 38 2,922 3.179
N o t, 1994 43 103,592 45 3,992 2,803
Dec, 1994 68 31,400 35 4,315 2,329
leL , 1995 55 27,601 32 7,493 4,921
F A , 1995 70 61,119 41 6,472 3,971
M e ,  1995 31 25,072 44 8,315 4,737
A pr, 1995 13 13,353 16 3,565 1.538
M iy , 1995 23 11,632 16 4,315 654
June 1995 43 31,008 18 2.630 1,02$

Told FY 1995 534 437,347 (26,049) 374 49,726 29,543

FICAL YEAR 1995.96

Jill,, 1995 0 0
Aug, 1995 46 17,425 27 9,028 1,729
ScpL, 1995 i 125 21 3,093 2,049
O ct. 1995 122 206,244 29 2,720 1,161
Nov, 1995 55 23,124 62 10,151 6,383
D ec, 1995 50 18,607 32 4,781 2.803
te n , 1996 49 13.815 (15.296) 36 3,297 3,473
F A , 1996 50 14,717 38 5,778 3,417
M e ,  1996 33 24,937 36 6,035 3,422
A pr, 1996 30 11.007 36 7,173 2.712
M iy , 1996 23 7.989 24 3,942 2.020
June 1996 50 22.151 16 2,790 1.182

TotllFY 1996 509 360.141 (15,296) 357 60,787 30,350

HCAL YEAR 1995-96

M y. 1996 40 71,894 32 5.250 2,948

Aug, 1996 32 5.363 32 6,255 3.784

ScpL. 1996 41 7.210 29 2,260 1,327

O ct. 1996 29 11.093 23 3,698 2.262

N o t, 1996 20 10,009 12 1,625 698

D ec, 1996 13 238,466 22 5,877 2.122

Jen, 1997 27 11.755 17 4,393 2,377

F A , 1997 47 11.521 42 8,580 5,553

M e ,  1997 26 13.434 27 5,000 2.758

A pr, 1997 10 2.909 13 2,323 1,299

M ay, 1997 20 11.683 15 5,199 1.399

June 1997 5 8,037 10 2,335 765

Told FY 1997 110 410,373 0 288 52,794 27,290

FICAL YEAR 1997 - 98

July, 1997 10 2.812 8 1,585 823

A u g .1997 14 8.741 6 1,496 779

ScpL, 1997 29 19,926 12 2,052 1,278

O cl. 1997 12 4,717 23 3,185 2,064

N o t . 1997 23 54,965 10 2,425 1,218

Dec, 1997 25 36,881 15 4,377 2,776

te n , 1998 42 30,026 17 5,300 3,534

F A , 1998 37 31,163 29 22.962 8,501

M e ,  1998 9 13,273 32 9,407 4,372

A pr. 1998 10 5,628 10 2.603 1,280

Mny, 1998 0 225 8 2,885 950

lunc 1991 5 2,414 6 1,042 98

Told FY 1998 216 210,774 0 178 59,317 27,673

FICAL YEAR 1998 - 99

July, 1998 9 1,390 8 1,964 717

A u * .,l» »  

ScpL, 199S 

Oo, IWS 
Not., 1991 

Dec^ 1991 

ten., 1999 

FA.. 1999 

M ir, 1999 

A pr, 1999 

M iy , 1999 

h o c  1999

79.6X

7G.M4

70.194

92.9%

82.4%

88.9%



Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
James H. Jenkins Jr. 

Secretary
CONTACT
504/765-2923

98-230 7/31/98

AMENDED AGENDA 
COMMISSION MEETING SET

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by the Commission for 10:00 a.m. 

on Thursday, August 6, 1998, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton 

Rouge, LA.
1. Roll Call
2. Approval of Minutes of July 9, 1998
3. Recommendations for 1998-99 Duck, Goose & Coot Hunting Seasons & Bag Limits
4. Approval of 1998-99 Migratory Bird Season Dates & Bag Limits
5. Declaration of emergency - Prohibition of using com to feed wildlife

6. Notice of Intent - 1999 Spring Wild Turkey Hunting Regulations
7. Rule - Netting Prohibition, John K. Kelly - Grand Bayou Reservoir
8. Declaration of Emergency - 1998 Fall Shrimp Season
9. Declaration of Emergency - 1998-99 Oyster Season, Public Grounds

10. Rule - Dealer Receipt Form
11. Notice of Intent - Harvest Regulations on Billfishes
12. National Hunting and Fishing Day Proclamation
13. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

14. Division Reports
15. Set December 1998 Meeting Date

16. Public Comments
17. Jenkins et al. vs. Odom et al., 19th JDC (Executive Session)

18. Adjournment

-30-



July 30, 1998

NEWS RELEASE
APPROVED:

AMENDED AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 
the Commission for iQsOQ A M .  on Thursday, August 6. 1998, at the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 9, 1998

3. Recommendations for 1998-99 Duck, Goose & Coot Hunting 
Seasons & Bag Limits

4. Approval of 1998-99 Migratory Bird Season Dates & Bag 
Limits

5. Declaration of Emergency - Prohibition of Using Corn to 
Feed Wildlife

6. Notice of Intent - 1999 Spring Wild Turkey Hunting
Regulations

7. Rule - Netting Prohibition, John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou 
Reservoir

8. Declaration of Emergency - 1998 Fall Shrimp Season

9. Declaration of Emergency - 1998-99 Oyster Season, Public 
Grounds

10. Rule - Dealer Receipt Form

11. Notice of Intent - Harvest Regulations on Billfishes

12. National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation

13. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

14. Division Reports

15. Set December 1998 Meeting Date

16. Public Comments

17. Jenkins et al. vs. Odom et al., 19th JDC (Executive 
Session)

18. Adjournment



C O V E R

FAX
S H E E T

To: Tom Gattle, 318-559-1524
Bill Busbice, 318-837-1423 
Jerald Hanchey, 318-233-3534 
Glynn Carver, 318-256-0323 
Norman McCall, 318-775-7025 
Tom Kelly, 318-276-7867 
Danny Babin, 504-563-4202

Subject: Commission Agenda

Date: July 31, 1998

Pages: 2, including this cover sheet.

COMMENTS:

The attached is a revised agenda from the one I sent through the mail yesterday. Item #5 has been 
added.

From the desk of...

Susan  Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries 
P. O. Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

1

504-765-2806 
Fax: 504-765-0948



Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
James H. Jenkins Jr. 

Secretary
CONTACT
504/765-2923

98-221 7/31/98

HUNTING REGULATIONS COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Hunting Regulations Committee of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

will meet on Thursday, August 6, 1998 in the Fourth Floor Conference Room of the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA. The meeting, scheduled to begin at 9:00 

a.m., will discuss hunting seasons and regulations for migratory birds, ducks and turkeys.

-30-

This public document was printed a t  a  cost of $6.40. Four hundred copies of this document were printed in this first an d  only printing. This 
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about department programs for numerous interest groups and the general public. This document w as printed in accordance with the printing 
standards for state agencies established pursuant to R.S. 43:31.



Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
James H. Jenkins Jr. 

Secretary
CONTACT
504/765-2923

98-225 7/31/98

A G E N D A  F O R  C O M M I S S I O N  M E E T IN G

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by the Commission for 10:00

а. m. on Thursday, August 6, 1998, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, 

Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 9, 1998

3. Recommendations for 1998-99 Duck, Goose & Coot Hunting Seasons & Bag Limits

4. Approval of 1998-99 Migratory Bird Season Dates & Bag Limits

5. Notice of Intent - 1999 Spring Wild Turkey Hunting Regulations

б. Rule - Netting Prohibition, John K. Kelly - Grand Bayou Reservoir

7. Declaration of Emergency - 1998 Fall Shrimp Season

8. Declaration of Emergency - 1998-99 Oyster Season, Public Grounds

9. Rule - Dealer Receipt Form

10. Notice of Intent - Harvest Regulations on Billfishes

11. National Hunting and Fishing Day Proclamation

12. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

13. Division Reports

14. Set December 1998 Meeting Date

15. Public Comments

16. Jenkins et al. vs. Odom et a f, 19th JDC (Executive Session)

17. Adjournment

This public document was printed at a  cost ot $6.40. Four hundred copies of this document were printed in this first and  only printing. This 
document was printed by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70808 to provide timely information 
about department programs for numerous interest groups and the general public. This document w as printed in accordance with the printing 
standards for state agencies established pursuant to R.S. 43:31.
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James H . Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge-, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

July 27, 1998

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Hunting Regulations Committee 

Susan Hawkins

SUBJECT: Committee Meeting

Chairman Tom Cattle has called a meeting of the Hunting 
Regulations Committee for 9:00 AM, Thursday, August 6, 1998 in the 
Fourth Floor Conference Room. Items to be discussed will be 
hunting regulations for migratory birds, ducks and turkeys.

Please let us know if you will be unable to attend. Thank
you.

sch

cc: James Jenkins, Jr.
Johnnie Tarver 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Tommy Prickett

Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer



NEWS RELEASE
APPROVED:

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 
the Commission for losoo A.M. on Thursday. August 6. 199fir at the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 9, 1998

3. Recommendations for 1998-99 Duck, Goose & Coot Hunting 
Seasons & Bag Limits

4. Approval of 1998-99 Migratory Bird Season Dates & Bag 
Limits

5. Notice of Intent - 1999 Spring Wild Turkey Hunting
Regulations

6. Rule - Netting Prohibition, John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou 
Reservoir

7. Declaration of Emergency - 1998 Fall Shrimp Season

8. Declaration of Emergency - 1998-99 Oyster Season, Public 
Grounds

9. Rule - Dealer Receipt Form

10. Notice of Intent - Harvest Regulations on Billfishes

11. National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation

12. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

13. Division Reports

14. Set December 1998 Meeting Date

15. Public Comments

16. Jenkins et al. vs. Odom et al., 19th JDC (Executive 
Session)

17. Adjournment



July 27, 1998

APPROVED: X  / / 7 / __________
4 / y

HUNTING REGULATIONS COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Hunting Regulations Committee of the Louisiana Wildlife 

and Fisheries Commission will meet on Thursday, August 6, 1998, in 

the Fourth Floor Conference Room of the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA. The meeting, 

scheduled to begin at 9:00 AM, will be to discuss hunting seasons 

and regulations for migratory birds, ducks and turkeys.



Department of Wildlife and Fiskeries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge; LA 70898-9000

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

(504)765-2800
July 27, 1998

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

id/Members of Commission

ins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: August Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A M .  
on Thursday. August 6. 1998. in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 9, 1998 

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

3. Recommendations for 1998-99 Duck, Goose & Coot Hunting 
Seasons & Bag Limits

4. Approval of 1998-99 Migratory Bird Season Dates & Bag 
Limits

5. Notice of Intent - 1999 Spring wild Turkey Hunting

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

6. Rule - Netting Prohibition, John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou 
Reservoir

7. Declaration of Emergency - 1998 Fall Shrimp Season

8. Declaration of Emergency - 1998-99 Oyster Season, Public 
Grounds

9. Rule - Dealer Receipt Form

Regulations

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Page 2
Commission Meeting 
July 27, 1998

10. Notice of Intent - Harvest Regulations on Billfishes 

INFORMATION & EDUCATION

11. National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation 

WINTON VIDRINE

12. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

13. Division Reports

14. Set December 1998 Meeting Date

15. Public Comments

16. Jenkins et al. vs. Odom et al. , 19th JDC (Executive 
Session)

JHJ:sch

cc: Clyde Kimball
Jim Patton 
Johnnie Tarver 
John Roussel 
Craig Lamendola 
Don Puckett 
Dennis Kropog 
Division Chiefs



S H E E T

To: Tom Cattle

Fax #: 318-559-1524

Subject: August Meeting

Date: July 23, 1998

Pages: 3, including this cover sheet

FAX

COMMENTS:

Please review the attached agenda and then give me a call. Thanks.

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries 
P. O. Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

504-765-2806
Fax:504-765-0948

1



, 1998

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members of Commission

FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: August Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A M .  
on Thursday. August 6. 1998. in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 9, 1998 

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

3. Recommendations for 1998-99 Duck, Goose & Coot Hunting 
Seasons & Bag Limits

4. Approval of 1998-99 Migratory Bird Season Dates & Bag 
Limits

5. Notice of Intent - 1999 Spring Wild Turkey Hunting
Regulations

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

6. Rule - Netting Prohibition, John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou 
Reservoir

7. Declaration of Emergency - 1998 Fall Shrimp Season

8. Declaration of Emergency - 1998-99 Oyster Season, Public 
Grounds

9. Rule - Dealer Receipt Form



Page 2
Commission Meeting 
, 1998

10. Notice of Intent - Harvest Regulations on Billfishes 

INFORMATION & EDUCATION

11. National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation 

MINTON VIDRINE

12. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

13. Division Reports

14. Set December 1998 Meeting Date

15. Public Comments

16. Jenkins et al. vs. Odom et al. , 19th JDC (Executive 
Session)

JHJ:sch

cc: Clyde Kimball
Jim Patton 
Johnnie Tarver 
John Roussel 
Craig Lamendola 
Don Puckett 
Dennis Kropog 
Division Chiefs



James H . Jcnlrins, Jr. 
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

July 6, 1998

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy
Office
Fisheri

Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of 

as aiiti Confidential Assistant

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Jame^J^L# ;n tins, Jr., Secretary 

Commission Meeting Agenda - August 6, 1998
Please write on the bottom of this memo- and return to Susan 

Hawkins by Friday. July 17 any agenda items your office may have 
for the Thursday, August 6th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 6th. 
If you do not have anything for the agenda P please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch WtldlL’j-e. 3j4 e*vv
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman/ 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
Phil Bowman

— S £)t*-c/Cy ̂ 5oos6>
Aid dexsf' /itieu/Zw _S~ A/s A Kid /9rtr̂ _/.f tVvC’/s -r

7
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An Equal Opportunity Employer
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James H . Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Post office Box 98000 Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

July 17, 1998

MEMORANDUM

TO : Johnnie T arver, Assistant Secretary, Office of W ildlife

FRO M : Hugh A. Batem an, A dm inistrator, W ildlife Division J y l s

SUBJECT: Aug. 6,*98 Comm. Meeting, W ildl. Div. Items

We will have 3 items on the August Commission Meeting Agenda:

(1) Recommendations on bag limits and dates for the 1998-99 duck, goose, and coot hunting 
seasons. Robert Helm will make the presentation. He will show a short FWS video on the FALL 
FLIGHT FORECAST. What ever the Commission sets will be tentative and will have to be 
fo rm a lly  ratified at the September meeting. The Sec. will have authority to make changes, if 
necessary.

(2) Ratify previous season dates and bag limits for migratory birds set at last(July) meeting.
Dave Morrison will make the presentation. The Secretary had authority to make changes, if 
necessary. There were none so this isjust a brief formality.

(3) Notice o f Intent for 1999 Spring Turkey Hunting Regs.,(copy attached). Mike Olinde will 
make the presentation and use or reference the Turkey Hunter Opinion Survey results to support- 
changes in the regulations. Some changes propossed will be controversial and the public can be 
expected to be there to comment.

CC: Prickett,Morri son,Olinde, Helm,Kimmel, Timmer

REC'D
JUL 17 1998

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jt.
Governor

July 6, 1998

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries ajiti Confidential Assistant

FROM: ins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - August 6, 1998

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Friday, July 17 any agenda items your office may have 
for the Thursday, August 6th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 6th. 
If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation1

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot^ 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees

Please add the following to the agenda for 
the August meeting:

Ratify the Netting Prohibition on 
John K. Kelly/Grand Bayou Reservoir.

Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
Phil Bowman Thanks,

Bennie Fontenot

An Equal Opportunity Employer



James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries MJ .  "M ike" F oster, Jr.

Post Office Box 98000 Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

July 6, 1998

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy
Office
Fisheri

Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant secretary- 
of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of 

as aifa Confidential Assistant

FROM:

SUBJECT:

James^Jl^l^Hjtins, Jr., Secretary 

Commission Meeting Agenda - August 6, 1998
Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 

Hawkins by Friday^ July 17 any agenda items your office may have 
for the Thursday, August 6th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 6th. 
Tf you do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation1

J J L ,JHJ/sch vr<< -to :K of-W

lissioners 
Don ’Ptrekott 
Winton Viobipe 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenoi 
Karen Footed 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
Phil Bowman

i'-? « w , .
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Hawkins, Susan

From: Foote, Karen
Sent: Wednesday, July 15,1998 3:20 PM
To: Hawkins, Susan
Subject: agenda item

I spoke with Roussel- we will have the Commission ratify the final rule for Dealer Forms= one more chance for 
public input. Thanks.

Page 1



James H. Jenldns, Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fiskeries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

July 6, 1998

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jn
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheriras a&i Confidential Assistant

FROM: Jame^^J^Uk an tins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - August 6, 1998

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Fridayr July 17 any agenda items your office may have 
for the Thursday, August 6th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 6th. 
If you do not have anything for the agenda. please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat^-Tlo 
Phil Bowman

An Equal Opportunity Employer



James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

Department of WilJlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

July 6, 1998

M.J. "Mike* Foster, Jr. 
Governor

MEMORANDUM 

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

"deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary 
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries aAl Confidential Assistant
Jame4Hjl#f iv tins, Jr., Secretary

Commission Meeting Agenda - August 6, 1998
Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 

Hawkins by Friday. July 17 any agenda items your office may have 
for the Thursday, August 6th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 6th. 
Tf you do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should b^^ncluded with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda.x. JThank you for your 
cooperation!
JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
Phil Bowman

An Equal Opportunity Employer



James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

M.J. "Mike" Foster̂  Jr;
Governor

July 6, 1998

MEMORANDUM

T O : Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries ajiti Confidential Assistant

FROM: ins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - August 6, 1998

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Friday, July 17 any agenda items your office may have 
for the Thursday, August 6th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 6th. 
If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
Phil Bowman


